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Pinckney  J.  Corum  (1824-1887)  and  wife,  SaUy  Ellington  Conim  (1820-1906)  who 
were  early  members  of  the  Church  at  Bethlehem.  They  appear  on  the  church  roll  in  1884. 
They  lived  on  Quseinsberry  Road  where  they  were  farmers  by  trade.  Many  descendants 
remain  in  Rockingham  County  today.  (Great-great-great  grandparents  of  Jacquelyn  W. 
Dallas) 

James  H.  Thomas  (1846-1940)  and  Sally  Alcorn  Thomas  (1851-1923)  lived  on 
Whetstone  Creek  near  Shiloh  where  they  farmed.  The  were  members  of  Wesley  Chapel 
Methodist  Church  and  moved  their  membership  to  Bethlehem  church  when  they 
relocated  to  the  Community  in  1888.  On  14  December  1940,  James  Hamihon  Thomas 
passed  away.  Two  days  later  his  funeral  was  held  at  Bethlehem  to  an  overflowing  crowd 
with  a  Confederate  Flag  from  a  battle  near  Richmond,  Virginia  draped  over  his  casket. 
On  this  rainy  day,  the  body  was  transported  to  the  Thomas  family  Cemetery  on 
Whetstone  Creek  where  a  eulogy  prepared  by  the  Daughter  of  the  Confederacy  was  read 
over  the  grave.  He  was  the  last  living  Confederate  soldier  in  Rockingham  County  (Great 
grandparents  of  John  T.  Dallas  &  Barbara  J.  Dallas) 

Mary  "Polly"  Thomas  (1872-1958)  was  the  wife  of  F.S.  Dallas  and  daughter  of  James 
H.  Thomas.  She  was  a  life  long  member  of  Bethlehem  Church  and  the  oldest  member  of 
the  church  at  her  death  in  1958  (Grandmother  of  John  T.  Dallas  and  Barbara  J.  Dallas) 


John  T.  &  Jacquelyn  W.  Dallas 
Barbara  J.  Dallas 
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James  Hamilton  Thomas 


James  Hamilton  Thomas 


James  Hamilton  Thomas  was  bom  and  grew  up  in  the  Shiloh  Community.  After  he 
returned  from  the  Civil  War,  he  liflflMM  joined  Wesley  Chapel  Methodist  Church 
where  he  was  very  active  in  the  Church  and  spent  his  own  money  to  update  the  church  in 
the  1880's.  In  1888  he  moved  across  the  Dan  River  where  he  started  a  Sunday  School  at 
Saunders  School  House.  He  then  moved  to  the  Fishing  Creek  section  of  Rose  Hill 
Plantation  and  joined  the  church  at  Bethlehem  in  1888.  He  remained  a  member  until  his 
death,  14  December  1940  when  he  was  the  <  last  Confederate  soldier  to  die  in  Rockingham 
County. 
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Bethlehem  Methodist  Church 
Rockingham  County,  N.C. 
July,  1950 


Cyclone  Wrecks  Bethlehem  Community 


The  storm  of  last  Wednesday,  19  May  1886,  will  likely  proved  a  ninety  days  wonder.  We 
now  ascertain  that  the  track  of  the  storm  in  which  there  was  the  greatest  destruction  was 
about  five  miles.  From  a  point  twelve  miles  north  of  us  we  hear  of  destruction  of 
outbuildings,  timber  and  the  growing  crops.  It  was  less  destructive,  however,  north  of 
Leaksville  than  south  of  it.  It  may  be  safely  assumed  that  the  entire  wheat  crop  and  fruit 
crop  in  the  track  of  the  storm  was  totally  destroyed.  The  most  complete  destruction  we 
hear  of  is  on  the  farms  of  the  thrifty  people  of  the: 

BETHLEHEM  COMMUNITY 

The  people  of  this  section  are  good  farmers,  have  money,  were  prosperous.  Hence  their 
farms  were  well  supplied,  with  good  bams  and  outbuildings.  They  had  a  very  fair 
prospect  for  wheat  and  oats.  Some  of  them  had  their  tobacco  land  hilled  up  and  fertilizer 
in  the  hill  ready  to  plant;  they  had  fine  orchards,  too  and  were  well  advanced  with  their 
gardens.  All  is  now  perfect  desolation!  The  very  soil  in  some  section  has  been  so  washed 
away,  only  hard  pan  is  left.  On  Mr.  E.N  Andersons  place  the  loss  of  crops,  fertilizer, 
barns,  personal  property  and  damage  to  the  land  is,  to  say  the  least,  $3,500.  Mr.  Anderson 
says  he  is  honest  in  the  assertion  that  the  water  was  a  foot  deep  on  his  plantation  and  the 
hail  banked  up  8  to  10  feet  in  places: 

FISHING  CREEK 

The  first  creek  crossed  after  leaving  Leaksville,  on  the  Reidsville  Road,  was  1 5  feet 
higher  than  usual  than  ever  knovm  before.  When  it  is  remembered  that  the  storm  lasted 
not  an  hour,  the  amount  of  water  that  fell  in  that  time  is  perfectly  overwhelming.  From 
Fishing  Creek  to  Charley  William's,  a  distant  of  one  and  one  half  miles,  all  the  valuable 
timber  is  destroyed.  Mr.  Williams  is  otherwise  damaged  by  the  destruction  of  his  fine 
crops  and  the  destruction  of  his  buildings,  except  the  dwelling  house  which  was  moved 
one  foot  from  its  foundation.  Mr.  Gus  Moore's  is  damaged  at  $1,000. 

Only  Mr.  Jim  Ratliffe's  place  the  destruction  is  equally  as  complete  as  Mr.  Anderson's. 
His  damage  is  not  less  than  $3,000.  What  timber  that  is  left  is  stripped  of  its  foliage  until 
it  has  less  than  in  mid  winter. 

Mr.  John  Moore's  loss  is  $1,000.  Mr.  Sid  Moore  says  that  all  that  is  left  to  him  is  his 
family,  mules  and  house.  Mr.  Wesley  Summers  is  completely  ruined.  We  hear  that  all  the 
way  to  Reidsville  in  the  tract  of  the  storm  the  ruin  is  complete.  Mrs.  Wesley  Summers 
says  he  is  completely  stripped  of  his  property.  A  fine  curing  of  tobacco  was  carried  away 
and  he  now  sees  no  vestige  of  it.  All  outhouses  ruined  and  even  the  com  in  the  crib  was 
beaten  from  the  cob.  Where  his  wheat  stood  is  as  bare  as  the  streets  of  Leaksville.  No 
timer  of  any  size  was  left  standing  and  the  orchard  was  demolished.  Mr.  Summers  left  a 
hamper  basket  in  his  field.  For  curiosity  he  wishes  to  know  where  it  was  taken.  The  loss 
is  not  less  than  $1,000.  His  tobacco  was  at  least  worth  $250  and  all  is  gone.  The  tin  roof 
on  one  of  Mr.  Anderson's  bams  was  carried  a  half  mile  and  lodged  in  Mr.  Summer's 


plantation.  The  bark  was  stripped  from  tree  still  standing.  He  says  water  fell  as  if  emptied 
out  of  hogsheads.  The  stables  were  blown  away  and  the  horses  left  unhurt. 

One  of  the  most  remarkable  features  of  the  storm  is  no  one  as  far  as  we  have  heard,  was 
hurt.  The  Storm  King  spared  dwellings  houses,  while  outbuildings  were  swept  away  by 
the  hundreds.  Mr.  Bud  William's  frame  stables  blew  down  on  the  horses.  .  The  heavy 
plates  fell  on  either  side  of  the  animal  and  the  roof  fell  on  the  plates  fastening  the  horse. 
When  the  stack  of  debris  was  removed  and  the  horse  was  unhurt. .  Mr.  Williams's  wheat 
is  a  total  loss  and  600  pounds  of  tobacco  was  lost. 

Mrs.  Charley  Williams  tells  us  that  the  top  of  her  house  was  lifted  up  and  clothes,  etc, 
upstairs  were  blown  out  and  scattered  over  the  plantation.  The  top  fell  back  again  one 
foot  out  of  position.  Household  goods,  trunks  and  kitchen  utensils  were  taken  out  of  the 
kitchen  and  carried  over  the  plantation.  The  ceiling  of  the  hall  was  splintered.  Her  mule 
was  found  drowned  and  scattered  over  the  farm: 

REIDSVE.LE 

In  Reidsville  600  to  800  lights  in  each  tobacco  factory  were  broken  out  by  hail.  Tin  roofs 
after  the  storm  was  over,  appeared  like  pepper  boxes.  The  corrugate  iron  of  James 
Harris's  store  was  beat  through  by  heavy  hail.  We  cannot  vouch  of  this  of  our  own 
knowledge.  The  damage  to  the  tobacco  in  the  factories  in  Reidsville  will  foot  up  many 
thousands.  The  Carolina  Warehouse,  one  of  the  best  constructed  houses  in  this  place  is 
demolished.  Sampson's  factory  and  Denny's  hardware  store  were  unroofed. 

The  Winston  Sentinel  -  27  May  1886 

Notes  on  Storm  in  Bethlehem  Community 

Mary  Jarrell  Meador  remembered  the  following;  "Many  times  my  father  spoke  of  the 
devastating  cyclone  of  May  12  (19),  1886.  During  the  storm  Aunt  Ellen  (Alcorn)  put  her 
baby  in  the  flour  barrel  and  put  the  lid  on  the  barrel  to  keep  the  baby  from  drowning.  She 
got  under  the  kitchen  table  with  the  other  children.  It  is  believed  that  saved  their  lives, 
one  room  was  blown  away  and  the  roof  blew  in  on  the  remaining  (log)  room.  A  friend's 
of  Daddy's  was  drowned  as  he  tried  to  cross  the  creek  beyond  John  T.  Ellington's  farm. 
Daddy  also  said  it  took  hours  to  a  short  distance  with  a  team,  as  there  were  many  trees 
across  the  road.  He  referred  to  that  storm  as  to  the  worst  thing  that  ever  happened  to  this 
section."  (Mary's  father  was  Richard  Turner  Jarrell  "18  Nov  1857-7  Aug  1938."  He 
would  have  been  living  at  the  homeplace  of  his  father,  William  Alexander  Jarrell  and 
Frances  Corum  Jarrell,  which  would  have  been  about  1  V2  miles  southwest  of  the  E.N. 
Anderson  place.) 

"It  has  been  told  that  Minnie  Meador  Burton  (12  May  1886-10  June  1979),  wife  of 
Luther  Burton,  was  bom  during  the  1886  Cyclone."  Luther  and  Minnie  Burton  were  long 
time  members  of  Bethlehem  Methodist  Church  and  are  buried  in  the  Cemetery  at  the  rear 
of  the  church. 


The  Leaksville  News  -  1937  -  Bethlehem  News 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joe  Meador  who  live  at  Berry,  entertained  Sunday  at  dinner,  the  following 
relatives  from  the  Bethlehem  Community,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dick  Jarrell,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Colby 
Jarrell,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gus  Walker  and  small  daughter,  Nellie,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Jarrell 
and  little  Miss  Betty  Katherine  Carter. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.H.  Settle  of  Rawlings,  Va.  and  their  sons,  Paul,  Reid,  Walker  and  Letcher 
Settle  who  lives  near  Petersburg,  Va.  visited  friends  and  relatives  here  over  the  weekend. 
They  also  attended  church  services  at  Bethlehem  Sunday  afternoon.  The  Settles  are 
former  residents  of  the  community. 

More  thieves  are  again  plying  their  trade  here.  W.E.  Pugh's  smoke  house  was  broken 
into  one  night  last  week  and  a  large  ham  and  a  side  of  meat  was  stolen.  The  same  night  an 
attempt  was  made  to  break  into  Meador  Moore's  Smoke  House,  but  due  to  the  fact  that 
he  had  an  unusual  combination  lock  on  his  meat  house,  together  with  a  fierce  guard  dog, 
their  efforts  were  unsuccessful.  J.J.  Ratliffe's  com  crib  was  also  broken  into  one  night  last 
week  and  alot  of  com  was  stolen.  Farmers  are  becoming  somewhat  disgruntled  on 
account  of  so  much  thievery. 

T.A.  Moore  and  son,  Ben  and  Charles  Burton  went  to  Candor  Monday  and  brought  home 
a  fine  load  of  Sandhill  peaches. 


S  S  CONVENTION  WELL  ATTENDED  -  1936 
Wentworth  District  Meet  Held  at  Bethlehem  Sunday  -  Good  program  ' 
The  Wentworth  District  Sunday  School  Convention  was  held  last  Sunday  at  Bethlehem  • 
M  E.  Church  with  a  splendid  attendance,  all  church  school  in  the  district  being 
represented. 

The  church  was  beautifully  decorated  for  the  occasion  with  a  profusion  of  summer 
flowers.  Rev.  Paul  Rakestraw,  President  presided  over  both  sessions.  After  and 
introductory  program,  led  by  Andrew  Thomas,  Miss  Lillie  Hill,  Secretary  of  the 
convention,  presented  Rev.  Chas.  Stultzer,  Asst.  Wall  Street  Evangelist,  of  New  York 
City,  who  preached  the  convention  sermon.  His  theme  was  "Facing  Life".  Mr.  Stultzer 
completely  captivated  his  entire  audience. 

After  a  delightful  fellowship  noon  dinner  in  the  grove,  the  congregation  reassembled  in 
the  church.  Edgar  Jarrell  brought  greeting  from  the  home  church  and  Womble  McCargo, 
of  Cavalry  Church  gave  the  response.  Greetings  were  also  given  by  Mr.  Elliott  Duncan. 
Special  music  was  rendered  by  the  Williams  brothers  of  Bethlehem  church. 


The  Leaksville  News  -  News  of  the  Bethlehem  Community 

1945 

Amos  T.  Burton,  of  the  USN,  only  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Allen  Burton,  who  received  his 
boot  training  at  Camp  Perry,  Va.  is  now  stationed  at  Camp  Bradford,  Va. 
Mesdames  T.M.  Moore,  Ernest  Jarrell  and  A.R.  Williams  entertained  last  Saturday  at  a 
delightful  birthday  dinner  honoring  their  oldest  brother,  Charlie  L.  Dallas,  Sr.,  on  his 
natal  day.  The  dinner  was  given  in  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alex  R.  Williams.  The 
attractively  appointed  table  was  spread  in  the  dining  room  and  all  kinds  of  delicious  food 
was  served.  A  partial  list  of  those  present  on  this  happy  occasion  follows;  C  .L.  Dallas 
and  Mrs.  Dallas,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.R.  Williams,  Ralph  and  Clyde  Williams,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ernest  Jarrell,  John  Richard  and  Edgar  Jarrell,  USN,  New  York,  Mrs.  Edgar  Jarrell  and 
daughter,  Carol  Ann  of  Leaksville,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.M.  Moore  and  daughters,  Sallie  Belle 
and  Virginia  Moore.  Mr.  Dallas  received  a  number  of  nice  birthday  gifts  as  well  as  good 
wishes  for  many  happy  returns  of  the  day.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dallas  have  three  sons  in  the 
Armed  Forces;  two  of  them  have  been  overseas  for  more  than  two  years. 
Miss  Sallie  Dallas,  who  lives  near  Mt.  Hermon,  visited  her  niece,  Mrs.  Meador  Moore, 
several  days  last  week. 

F.O.  Moore  visited  his  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Moore,  here  last  week.  He  will 
return  to  Fairmont  as  soon  as  the  tobacco  market  opens.  Later  he  will  be  on  the  Danville 
Market,  with  Banner  warehouse. 

William  Dallas  was  at  home  from  Ft.  Bragg  for  the  weekend. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joe  E.  Meador  moved  Saturday  into  their  attractive  new  home  on  the  hard 
surfaced  road,  near  Berry.  Mr.  Meador  is  a  member  of  the  faculty  at  the  Wentworth  High 
School. 

Mrs.  Mary  Meador,  who  suffered  a  fall  one  day  last  week,  is  getting  along  quite  well 
now,  which  friends  are  glad  to  hear. 

Mrs.  J.J.  Ratliffe  who  recently  returned  home  is  improved  in  health  but  at  present  is 
suffering  from  an  attack  of  Arthritis, 

APR  1941 

Joe  Meador,  who  lives  near  Berry,  had  the  misfortune  of  losing  a  fine  mule  one  day  last 
week.  A  colored  man  was  plowing  with  the  mule  and  it  is  thought  that  the  excessive 
heat,  together  with  the  unusual  exertion  cause  the  animal's  death. 

1937 

News  reached  relatives  here  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Jade  Womble  last  Friday  at  his  home  in 
Pittsboro.  Funeral  was  conducted  from  his  late  home  on  Saturday.  Mr.  Womble  was  the 
father  of  Mrs.  Ellis  McCargo  of  Wentworth  and  a  first  cousin  of  Mrs.  J.J.  Ratliffe. 

Mrs.  Ernest  Jarrell  and  young  son,  John  Richard,  went  to  Ahoskie  last  Wednesday  to  visit 
the  formers  sisters,  Mrs.  Jim  Mitchell  and  Mrs.  Jesse  Fretwell.  Mr.  Jarrell  and  Edgar 
Jarrell  motored  down  on  Saturday  night  and  returned  home  Sunday  afternoon. 


28  October  1940  -  Miss  Irene  Gunn  (class  of  37)  of  near  Wentworth  and  Edward 
Anderson  (class  of  31)  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  Anderson  were  quietly  married 
Saturday  evening  at  7  o'clock  by  Rev.  J.H.  Armburst  at  his  home  on  Main  Street  in 
Reidsville.  The  bride  is  a  most  attractive  young  woman.  Both  she  and  Mr.  Anderson 
attended  high  school  in  Wentworth.  At  present  they  are  making  their  home  with  the 
groom's  parents  here 

20  February  1940  -  Ralph  Williams  (class  of  36)  and  J.E.  Meador  (class  of  3 1),  member 
of  the  120ht  Division,  Fort  Jackson,  S.C.  are  at  home  on  a  ten  day  leave. 

16  June  1936  -  A  marriage  of  interest  here  was  that  of  Miss  Isabelle  Combs,  daughter  of 
the  late  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.W.  Combs  to  Franklin  Crouse  (class  of         ),  son  of  Rev.  T.V. 
and  Mrs.  Crouse  of  Reidsville  last  Saturday  evening  in  the  circuit  parsonage  in 
Reidsville. 

25  August  1936  -  Sallie  Walker  (class  of  29)  age  25,  died  at  her  home  near  Reidsville 
last  Thursday,  was  buried  in  the  Bethlehem  Cemetery.  The  deceased  is  survived  by  her 
father  and  several  brothers  and  sisters. 

25  August  1936  -  Friends  here  of  Miss  Helen  Meador  (class  of  30)  were  interested  in 
learning  of  her  recent  marriage  to  Clarence  McCollum  (class  of  30)  on  Saturday,  August 
22nd  jj^g  \)ride  is  the  attractive  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chas.  A.  Meador  and  is  a 
graduate  of  Wentworth  High  School.  The  groom  attended  the  State  University  and  is 
engaged  in  the  teaching  profession. 

30  October  1947  -  Miscellaneous  gifts  were  presented  on  Thursday,  October  18,  to  Miss 
Frances  Fargis  (class  of  43),  a  former  Bethlehem  girl  whose  marriage  to  Clyde  William 
Walker  of  Lincolnton  took  place  Saturday  night  in  Reidsville.  The  party  was  given  by 
Miss  Virginia  Moore,  a  bridesmaid.  The  hostess  and  her  mother,  Mrs.  T.M.  Moore 
greeted  the  40  or  more  guests. 

24  Jul  1930  -  Mrs.  Nat  Anderson  and  son,  Irvin  (class  of  26)  returned  from  a  pleasant 
motor  trip  to  Eastern  Carolina. 

18  October  1941  -  Miss  Arlene  Williams  (class  of  39)  formeriy  of  this  community  but 
now  of  Reidsville  and  Howard  Griffin  were  quietly  married  on  October  1"*,  at  the  circuit 
parsonage  on  North  Scales  Street,  Reidsville  with  the  bride's  pastor,  Rev.  T.V.  Crouse 
performing  the  ceremony. 

21  September  1944  -  A  marriage  of  interest  to  friends  in  the  community  occurred  in 
September  when  Private  Edward  M.  Burton  (class  of  36),  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  Luther 
Burton  and  Miss  Frances  Norrell  of  Chattanooga,  Tennessee  in  the  Post  Chapel.  Pfc 
Burton  is  stationed  Camp  Forant,  Tennessee.  The  bride  holds  a  responsible  position  in  a 
war  plant  there.  Bethlehem  friends  wish  them  much  happiness  in  their  new  life. 


Record  Of  Church  Conference;  March  1 0*,  1 888 

Minutes  of  the  first  Church  conference  held  for  Bethlehem  Church  immediately  after 
preaching,  Saturday,  March  10*  1888.  R.P.  Troy,  Pastor  presiding  -  E.N.  Anderson  was 
elected  Secretary.  Mrs.  Jane  Alcorn's  name  was  returned  to  the  roll. 
There  being  no  further  business  the  conference  adjourned. 

E.N.  Anderson,  Sec.  C.C. 

We,  the  members  of  this  church,  think  it  expedient  to  build  a  new  church  house  for  the 
worship  of  Almighty  Grod  and  the  advancement  of  his  cause.  Resolve  that  we  take  the 
proper  steps  for  that  and  by  seeing  what  amount  can  be  raised  for  that  purpose  by 
subscription  at  this  meeting.         E.N.  Anderson 

It  was  moved  that  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  solicit  subscriptions  for  the 
building  a  new  church  at  Bethlehem,  and  that  committee  should  be  a  building  committee 
if  a  sufficient  amount  could  be  raised.  The  chair  appointed  the  following  brethren:  J.S. 
Wilson,  J  R.  Moore,  J.J.  Ratliffe,  G.H.  Moore  &  E.N.  Anderson 

It  moved  and  seconded  that  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  as  a  building  and  finance 
committee  as  follows;  J.S.  Wilson,  J  R.  Moore,  J.J.  Ratliffe,  E.N.  Anderson,  G.H.Moore 

J.C.  Thomas,  Chr 
J  .  R.  Moore,  Sec. 


E.N.  Anderson  $100.00 
J.J.  Ratliffe  $100.00 
W.F.  Moore    $  25.00 
J.M.  Burton    $  10.00 


W.B.  Moore  $100.00 
J.S.Wilson  $50.00 
J.F.  Moore  $  10.00 
Thomas  A.  Moore  $5.00 


G.H.  Moore  $100.00 
J.R.  Moore  $  50.00 
W.G.  Ellington  $10.00 


Quarterly  conference  roll  of  members  for  year  1891 .  Leaksville  charge,  Winston  District, 
Western  N.C.  Conference,  P.J.  Caraway,  presiding  Elder.  J.C.  Thomas,  PC,  D.S.  Field, 
L.N.  J.H.  Lane,  Stewart  Stewarts  and  S.S.  J  R.  Moore,  J.J.  Ratliffe,  G.H.  Moore,  R.J. 
Harrison,  Wm  A.  Carroll,  W.T.  Williams    Sunday  School  Supt  J.H.  Thomas  Trustees, 
W.B.  Moore,  W.J.  Corum,  E.N.  Anderson  &  R.A.  Moir. 

Bethlehem  reports  Church  property  condition  good  worth  $1250.  Paper  keep  by  Sec.  I.J. 
Moore  deeds  do  not  contain  trust  clause.  Are  recorded  in  Register  of  Deeds  Office. 

J.R.  Moore,  Chairman 

Dear  Brethren: 

Some  of  our  people  seem  to  be  devoted  to  church  work  more  than  usual,  others  to  be 
satisfied  in  the  same  old  ruts.  Upon  the  whole  I  think  the  spiritual  condition  of  the  circuit 
is  fairly  good  but  not  what  I  would  like  to  see  it.  Since  last  quarterly  conference  we  have 
received  four  members:  Ella  Faucett  &  Annie  J.  Whittmore  by  Baptism  and  Mary  A. 
Ellington  &  Samuel  Day  by  certificate  and  have  lost  9  members;  Sallie  Mori,  Jas.  S. 
Moir,  Maggie  F.  Hancock  &  Samuel  Day  by  certificate;  Cassie  Baily,  W.B.  Moore,  C.F. 
Ellington  &  Miles  D.  King  have  died  and  Oscar  F.  Lillard  has  withdrawn.  Respectfully 
submitted  W.F.  Womble,  P.C.    July  7,  1894    Official  roll.  J.N.  Anderson  LE,  J.T. 
Strader  LP, 

R.J.  Harrison  W.A.  Carroll  W.T.  Williams  G.H.  Moore 


J  R.  Moore 
W.H.  Schoolfield 
J.F.  Jeffries 
G.J.  Meador 
A.J.  Whittemore, 
E.N.  Anderson 


J.J.  Ratliffe 
J.W.  Jarrett 
J.M.  Wilson 
G.P.  Burton 
A. J.  Barber 


J.H.  Thomas 
G.E.  Barber 
W.T.  Hagood 
R.P.  Jones 
T.D.  Carroll 


C.W.  Mobley 
J.W.  Dixon 
W.R.  French 
Wm.  Harrison 
R.A.  Moir 


Roll  of  Church  Confe 
Edward  N.  Anderson 
Sarah  J.  Anderson 
Sarah  D.  Dallas 
Sarah  M.  Ellington 
Malissa  M.  Ellington 
Mary  E.  Jones 
Richard  F.  Moore 
Jno.  R.  Moore 
George  H.  Moore 
Lucy  McCargo 
Roby  A.  Moir  Jr. 
Mary  E.  Ratliffe 
Elizabeth  Saunders 
Jno.  S.  Willson 
Jane  Settle 
Nannie  J.  Burton 

The  following  names  are  the  accessions  of  the  year  1885,  received  by  Baptism. 

J.W.  Moir  Minnie  K.  Ratliffe,     James  J.  Ratliffe       Elizabeth  Southard 

Lizzie  J.  Michel        Emma  M.  Anderson  This  is  the  15*  day  of  November,  1885 

Done  by  the  order  of  the  pastor,  N.E.  Coltraine  J  R.  Moore,  Sec  66  members 
$135  salary  1885.  The  following  names  were  added  to  the  regular  church  roll  during 
1886. 

Jas.  Wilson  Jas.  P.  Ellington        Taylor  Corum  J.F.  Moore 

Clay  Wilson  Sidney  Wilson  Thomas  A.  Moore     Addie  A.  Moore 

Lizzie  Williams        Fletcher  Moir  Ida  Corum  Molly  V.  Anderson 

B  P.  Moore  and  wife.  M  e.  Moore  and  Mica  Moore  were  stricken  from  the  roll  having 
moved  their  membership  to  the  Christian  Church,  also  Elizabeth  Southard  to  the  Baptist 
church  at  Mt.  Hermon.  75  members  in  1886.  The  pastor,  the  Rev.  G.F.  Rounds,  left  his 
charge  to  take  a  charge  in  the  Oregon  Conference.  Bro.  J.H.  Anderson  taking  charge  of 
the  Church  Oct.  4,  1887 


;rence    Sept.  20"^,  1 
Sarah  J  Anderson 
Pinkey  J.  Corum 
Jacob  Dixon 
Louisa  Ellington 
Lillian  E.  Houchin 
Nancy  Lillard 
Micky  Moore 
Ellen  E.  Moore 
Eugenia  Moore 
Mary  Meador 
Lena  Moir 
Bettie  H.  Ratliffe 
Sally  E.  Saunders 
Virginia  Williams 
Minerva  Roach 
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William  Alcon 
Sally  E.  Corum 
Sarah  A.  Dixon 
Jas.  K.  Ellington 
Lovenia  Jones 
Catherine  Lindsey 
W.B.  Moore 
Bamett  P.  Moore 
J.  Wisely  Moore 
Robt.  A.  Moir 
Samuel  W.  Moir 
Lizzie  P.  Richardson 
Charles  Southard 
A.  Levinia  Walker 
Jno.  P.  Bennett 


Samuel  E.  Alcon 
Wm  W.  Dallas 
Elizabeth  Ellington 
Jas.  M.  Ellington 
Louisa  Jarrell 
Mary  J.  Moore 
Lucy  J.  Moore 
Mary  E.  Moore 
W.  Francis  Moore 
Sallie  E.  Moir 
Annie  S.  Mobley 
Wm.  P.  Saunders 
Lucy  V.  Thomas 
Sally  Wall 
Nannie  Ratliffe 


Bethlehem's  first  church 
D.B.  Nicholson  1837 
Wm  Turner  1840 
Jas.  D.  Lumaden  1844 
T.S.  Cassidy  1846 
NumaR.  Reid  1850 
I.W.  Auent  1856 


building  was  erected  in  1835.  the 
William  Anderson  1838 
Wm  Albea  1841 
Wm  Closs  1846 
Jeremiah  Johnson  1 847 
D.W.  Doub  1852 
Alfred  Norman  1858 


following  is  a  list  of  Pastors: 
Wm  Brown  1839 
John  Rich  1843 
P.W.  Archer  1846 
Wm  Anderson  1848  &  49 
Joshua  Bethel  1854 
D  R.  Bruton  1850 


1883  thru  1885 
CM.  Pepper 
R.G.  Barrett 
Robah  Bumpass 
W.S.  Hales 
G.F.  Round 
R.P.  Troy  1890 
L.R.  Legette 
A.L.  Aycock 
F.  Townsend 
J.  Ratledge 
Byron  Shankle 


M.C.  Thomas 
John  W.  Lewis 
V.A.  Sharpe 
N.E.  Coletrain 
J.H.  Anderson 
W.F.  Womble  1894 
A  S,  Raper 
A.J.  Burrus 
C.  Sherrill 
W.R.  Harris 

J.C.  Swain  and  C.J.  Isley 


W.C.  Gammon 
W.C.  Norman 
J.  Ed  Thompson 
R.G.  Barrett 
J.C.  Thomas 
J.M.  Price 
Seymore  Taylor 
T.C.  Jordan 
CP.  Goode 
T.V.  Crouse 


(Above  copied  from  old  Bethlehem  Church  records  May  20,  1952) 
In  1935  the  membership  totaled  170 


Reidsville,  N.C,  May  20,  1953 


Dear  Mary; 


Sometime  ago  Mrs.  Charles  Burton  gave  me  some  old  Bethlehem  Church  records  to  look 
over  which  were  found  in  cousin  Florence  Moore's  (Mrs.  Pugh)  home  following  her 
death. 


I  have  been  right  much  interested  in  looking  through  the  records  from  time  to  time  as  I 
knew,  or  had  heard  of,  most  of  those  mentioned  in  the  records. 

I  thought  that  possibly  you  would  likely  be  interested  in  looking  over  some  of  these  old 
records  of  Bethlehem  and  its  membership  etc.,  so  I  have  copied  off  some  of  the  records 
this  afternoon  and  am  enclosing  them  herewith.  I  am  also  keeping  a  copy  for  myself, 
which  I  will  put  in  Mothers  Bible,  as  I  expect  to  return  the  records  to  Mrs.  Burton  within 
the  next  few  days  for  safe  keeping.  I  think  the  enclosed  'report'  was  written  by  your 
mother  for  my  fathers. 

Hope  to  see  you  before  long,  and  with  love  to  all  the  family. 


Yours 
Will 

W.R.  Anderson 


The  Reidsville  Review 
11  May  1950 

Built  In  1935,  Present  One  In  1892 

Members  of  Bethlehem  Methodist  Church  tell  a  story  of  their  ancestors,  which  may  not 
be  entirely  true,  but  non-the-less,  makes  an  excellent  tale. 

Rockingham,  County  in  company  with  the  entire  Atlantic  Seaboard  suffered  a  major 
earthquake  in  1886,  Pastor  R.G.  Barrett,  in  his  first  year  of  the  ministry  at  the  church  then 
as  now  about  8  miles  northwest  of  Reidsville,  was  holding  a  "protracted  meeting"  at  the 
time.  The  greatest  revival  in  the  history  of  the  church  resulted  when  a  calamitous  hail 
storm  fell  on  the  countryside,  coinciding  as  perfectly  as  if  Barrett  had  planned  it  with  the 
earthquake  and  the  revival.  Folks  who  had  been  written  off  as  the  devil's  own,  the  story 
runs,  showed  up  at  Bethlehem's  affair. 

1886  Outstanding 

At  any  rate  the  records  for  the  year  gave  the  names  of  twelve  new  members,  indicating 
that  the  account  was  not  entirely  manufactured.  The  old  story  conversions  and  not 
membership  anyway 

1886  is  also  an  outstanding  year  in  Bethlehem's  history  because  it  marks  the  entry  of  the 
church  into  second  half-century  of  service  to  the  community.  The  congregation  even  then 
must  have  realized  that  the  church  was  firmly  established  because  most  of  the  written 
records  are  dated  after  1 886. 

What  came  before  is  guess  work  based  on  a  few  accepted  facts.  Pioneers  moved  into 
the  county  from  Virginia  nearly  200  years  ago,  first  settle  the  rich  Dan  River  lowlands 
and  gradually  shifting  up  into  the  less  accessible  hills.  These  settlers  practice  their 
Weslyanism  in  homes  and  occasional  brush  arbor  meetings  until  1835.  Lloyd  Waters 
gave  for  a  church  the  same  plot  of  land  in  use  today,  part  of  which  is  now  called  the 
George  Moore  place.  An  undocumented  explanation  is  that  folks  were  inspired  to  build 
by  a  Mt.  Carmel  camp  meeting  during  the  Andy  Jackson  area.  In  fact  Mt.  Carmel  only  a 
few  miles  away  is  called  the  "the  mother  of  Bethlehem  Church. 

Preacher  Pay  $135 

The  church  property  was  put  into  the  hands  of  three  trustees,  Benton  Field,  Peter 
Guerrant  and  John  Moore.  A  local  and  venerated  Episcopal  of  the  community,  "Old 
Edward  T.  Broadnax"  was  generous  to  the  new  church.  The  name  of  the  first  pastor  so 
roughly  abased  by  the  passage  of  time  that  nothing  remains  except  that  he  was  a  Mr. 
Anderson  who  served  two  years.  From  then  until  1883  only  a  list  of  Bethlehem  preachers, 
possibly  incomplete,  in  the  way  of  records.  Rev.  N.E.  Coltrain  came  in  1885  and  the 
church  rolls  for  that  year  fairly  shout  "Rockingham  County"  even  to  the  modem  reader. 
Moore,  Burton,  Settle,  Wilson  and  Rattliffe  plus  25  other  family  names  are  set  down,  J  R. 
Moore;  the  church  secretary  noted  that  Coltrain' s  salary  was  $135.00. 

Then  came  the  "earth  shaking"  revival  of  1886  and  the  light  breaks  on  the  history  of 
Bethlehem  Church. 

New  Church 

How  the  original  building  came  to  be  replaced  in  1 892  is  best  told  by  insertion  in  the 
records  "We  the  members  of  the  church  think  it  expedient  to  build  a  new  church  house 
for  worship  of  the  Almighty  God  and  the  advancement  of  the  cause.  Resolved  that  we 


make  the  proper  steps  for  that  end  by  seeing  what  amount  can  be  raised  for  that  purpose 
by  subscription  at  the  meeting",  E.N.  Anderson 

A  building  and  financial  committee  was  formed  of  seven  men.  Later  reports  indicate 
that  the  old  building  was  sold  for  $200  which  sum  went  toward  paying  the  total  cost  of 
$1,200.  J.M.  Hopper  old-time  contractor  of  Leaksville  built  the  church  which  still  stands 
as  a  tribute  to  his  work. 

Some  two  dozen  pastors  have  served  the  church  since  1890,  including  Brother  C.G. 
Isley,  the  present  one.  For  eleven  years  of  the  period,  T.  V.  Crouse  ministered  in  the 
congregation  so  faithfully  that  he  is  still  called  back  to  preach  funerals. 

Judge  Lane 

Naturally  1935  was  red-letter  year  for  Bethlehem.  A  full  scaled  centennial  celebration 
was  held  at  which  time  Judge  Henry  P.  Lane  read  a  detailed  and  well  written  history  to 
the  gathering.  Judge  Lane  now  dead  is  responsible  for  snatching  Bethlehem's  history 
from  the  portals  of  forgetfulness. 

The  present  condition  of  the  church  bears  witness  to  1940.  That  year  a  $1,000  gift  left 
by  the  late  J.J.  Ratliffe  led  the  contributions  which  resuhed  in  a  complete  renovation  of 
the  church  and  a  porch  was  added. 

Bethlehem's  present  graveyard  contains  no  graves  older  that  of  Jane  Moore,  18  year  old 
girl  who  died  in  1892  was  moved  to  another  site  on  the  same  plot  of  ground  and  the  old 
cemetery  is  almost  literally  in  the  woods. 

1 50  Members 

Even  after  the  oldest  living  member,  J.K.  Ellington,  passes  away  evidences  of 
membership  will  remain  for  many  years  in  the  form  of  a  communion  table  which  he  built 
and  presented  to  the  church  in  1892.  Ellington  is  in  his  90's  now. 

The  first  Women's  Missionary  Society  began  under  the  Presidency  of  Miss  Maude 
Moore  in  1908  which  lady  is  now  Mrs.  W.L.  Maynard  of  Greensboro  today. 

Bethlehem  now  has  about  150  members  and  107  on  its  Sunday  School  rolls,  60-70 
being  an  average  attendance.  The  church  is  pastured  by  the  Rev.  Isley  in  company  with 
four  other  historic  churches  on  the  Reidsville  circuit. 

A  letter  preserved  by  Mrs.  Ivey  Moore  Burton,  the  lady  who  provided  most  of  this 
information  set  down  here,  states  that  in  1893  revival  at  Bethlehem  and  Mt.  Carmel  left 
the  spiritual  condition  meeting  this  summer  was  as  successful,  with  seven  new  members 
joining.  This  time  it  didn't  take  an  earthquake  or  hail  storm. 


The  Leaksville  News 
23  July  1940 

Merchants  Picnic  Site  Recalls  History  Of  More  Than  A  Century  Old  Church 

As  is  true  in  such  communities,  the  life  of  the  community  that  calls  itself  Bethlehem  and 
which  is  nestled  in  the  rolling  hills  section  of  Rockingham,  about  seven  miles  southeast 
of  Leaksville  on  what  is  known  as  the  old  Reidsville  Road,  revolves  largely  about  the 
religious  and  social  activity  that  centers  in  the  historic  church. 

To  trace  the  history  of  Bethlehem  is  to  trace  the  history  of  the  church  which  this  year 
celebrates  its  105*  anniversary  of  the  founding  and  throughout  it  more  than  a  century 
existence,  had  been  clearly  identified  with  the  community,  in  joy  and  in  sorrow,  and 
richly  endowing  the  staunch  and  prosperous  farm  families,  who  comprised  the  people 
with  a  fines  sense  of  righteousness  and  devout  spirit  toward  the  teaching  of  Christ. 

The  Bethlehem  Community  is  strictly  rural,  it  citizens  being  made  up  of  prosperous, 
industrious  farmers,  near  all  whom  own  their  farms. 

The  pioneer  ancestors  of  this  lovely  community  came  down  from  Virginia  over  100 
years  ago  and  settled  along  the  banks  of  the  Dan  River,  later  moving  up  into  the  hills  and 
higher  ground  that  became  the  settlement  of  Bethlehem. 

After  building  their  homes,  some  of  the  first  things  that  earlier  settlers  were  to  do  was 
to  establish  a  church.  That  was  back  in  1835  and  the  church  was  called  Bethlehem 
"House  of  Bread"  being  named  for  the  birth  place  of  Christ. 

To  the  ancestors  of  Judge  Henry  F.  Lane  of  Leaksville,  credit  is  largely  due  to  the 
founding  of  the  church,  several  who  were  on  the  board  of  Stewarts  and  trustees  of  its 
early  organization.  The  Moores,  who  came  down  fi-om  Prince  Edward  County,  Virginia 
were  also  the  early  families  of  Bethlehem  as  were  Ratliffes,  Andersons,  Wilsons  and 
Willimas.  Aaron  Robertson  and  his  wife,  Becky,  who  owned  what  is  known  as  the  old 
Price  homestead  which  was  destroyed  in  a  fire  several  years  ago,  were  active  members 
were  active  members  and  supporters  of  the  church. 

"Old  Doc  Broadnax"  as  he  was  familiarly  called,  while  not  a  Methodist  but  an 
Episcopalian  was  an  attendant  and  loyal  contributor  to  the  early  Bethlehem  Church. 

During  the  church's  one  hundred  and  five  years,  only  two  church  buildings  have  served 
as  the  place  of  worship.  The  land  was  donated  by  Lloyd  Waters,  a  pioneer  settler.  George 
Moore  now  owns  the  old  Waters  place.  The  present  house  of  worship,  erected  48  years 
ago  was  constructed  by  J.M.  Hopper,  veteran  Leaksville  contractor. 

In  a  recent  bequest,  the  late  J.J.  Ratliffe,  outstanding  citizen  and  splendid  Christian 
man,  left  $1,000  to  Bethlehem  Church.  With  this  substantial  sum  as  a  splendid  start  and 
the  assistance  of  members  with  the  aid  of  their  pastor,  much  needed  improvements  have 
been  made  to  the  church  this  year. 

The  auditorium  has  been  completely  renovated,  the  walls  have  been  plastered  and  the 
ceiling  which  is  of  composition  material,  has  been  raised  to  give  a  more  lofty  and 
spacious  appearance.  Hardwood  floors  have  been  laid,  a  church  choir  built,  pews  and 
other  ftirnishings  stained  and  painted. 
J.K.  Ellington  gave  a  handmade  walnut  communion  table,  while  Mrs.  J.S.  Wilson  has 
recently  presented  the  church  with  a  red  velvet  table  cover  and  piano  scarf 


In  addition  to  the  beautification  of  the  church  auditorium,  five  splendid  Sunday  School 
class  rooms  have  been  built.  A  front  porch  with  four  big  white  columns  and  cement  floor, 
with  brick  trim  have  been  added  which  has  greatly  enhanced  the  attractiveness  and 
dignity  of  the  exterior  of  the  church.  The  entire  building  has  been  painted  in  white. 

The  100*  anniversary  celebration  of  Bethlehem  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  was  held 
on  August  11,  1935.  Judge  Lane  was  the  principal  speaker  and  the  occasion  was  an 
overwhelming  success. 

Rev.  T.V.  Crouse  the  present  pastor  has  faithfully  served  the  church  for  nearly  10  years. 
The  church  has  an  active  Sunday  School  with  an  enrollment  of  over  100,  s  splendid 
young's  people  organization  and  Women's  Missionary  Auxiliary.  Regular  preaching 
service  is  held  twice  a  month.  The  church  is  the  center  of  social  life  as  well  as  the 
religious  life  of  the  community. 

The  first  pastor  of  the  church  was  Mr.  Anderson  who  began  his  itinerary  in  1835  and 
served  two  years. 

Bethlehem  Church  is  deeply  blessed  with  a  long  and  remarkable  historical  background 
is  no  the  less  vibrant  today.  It  has  a  bright  future  and  should  serve  as  a  guiding  light  for  at 
least  another  100  years. 

Mrs.  Mary  Meador,  who  is  84  years  old,  had  the  distinction  of  being  a  member  of  the 
church  longer  than  anyone  else,  while  James  H.  Thomas,  95,  is  the  oldest  member  in 
point  of  years. 


BETHLEHEM  METHODIST  CHURCH 


Bethlehem  Methodist  Church  was  established  in  1835.  The  present  building  (since 
destroyed  by  fire)  was  built  in  1892,  renovated  in  1940  and  again  in  1977.  The  original 
church  built  in  1835,  stood  about  100  feet  east  of  the  present  site. 

Bethlehem  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  was  established  in  1835  which  was  sixty-three 
years  after  Englishmen,  led  by  Joseph  Pilmoor,  a  Methodist  Minister,  delivered  the  first 
Methodist  Sermon  in  North  Carolina  on  the  banks  of  Currituck  Sound,  September  28, 
1772. 

Bethlehem  got  its  names  in  part  fi^om  Beth  which  is  Hebrew  word  meaning  house. 
Thus  by  liberal  interpretation  "House  of  bread",  also  being  named  the  birthplace  of  Christ. 

In  1750  the  first  settlers  came  to  Rockingham  County.  Lowe's  church  was  the  "Mother 
of  Methodism"  in  this  county,  organized  in  1796,  Carmel,  organized  1807,  is  a  daughter  of 
Lowe's  and  Bethlehem  is  the  daughter  of  Carmel  (Mt.  Carmel).  Early  services  were  held 
under  a  brush  arbor  under  "The  Giant  Oak  Trees  and  the  spirits  of  those  brave  men  and 
women  are  the  only  thing  that  are  here  today"  quote  fi^om  Hon.  Henry  P.  Lane,  a 
Leaksville  Judge  at  the  100th  "fiall  scaled  Centennial"  anniversary  celebration  held  August 
11,  1935,  pastor  T.V.  Crouse  presiding. 

The  first  official  records  included  family  names  of  Moore,  RatlifF,  Field,  Lane,  Harrison, 
Carol,  Williams,  Thomas,  Anderson,  Moir  and  Wisdom 

The  land  on  which  the  church  was  built  belonged  to  Lloyd  Waters,  who  by  recorded 
deed  granted  the  land  to  Thomas  Porter  Guerrant,  Thomas  P.  Wisdom  and  Traimman 
Taylor,  the  trustees  of  the  Methodist  Church  of  America. 

"Old  Doc  Broadnax",  Dr.  Edward  T.  Broadnax,  was  not  a  Methodist,  but  an 
Episcopalian,  but  was  an  attendant  and  loyal  contributor. 

Benton  Field,  expert  builder  and  surveyor,  was  master  builder  of  the  first  church  which 
stood  100  feet  east  of  the  present  building.  The  present  building  rests  on  the  foundation 
of  the  building  constructed  by  J.M.  Hopper  and  Associates  in  1892  at  a  cost  of  $1,200. 
The  old  building  was  sold  for  $200. 

The  North  Carolina  Conference  was  established  in  1837  but  Bethlehem  remained  in  the 
Virginia  conference  until  1849. 

The  greatest  revival  in  the  history  of  the  church  at  the  time  resulted  when  "calamitous 
hailstorm  fell  on  the  country,  just  after  a  major  earthquake  of  the  Atlantic  seaboard 
occurring  in  1886." 

Mrs.  Minnie  Meador  Burton  (Luther),  oldest  present  living  member  of  the  church,  is  said 
to  have  been  bom  when  this  hailstorm  occurred,  May  12,  1886. 

The  following  were  members  of  the  official  board  when  the  church  celebrated  its  100th 
anniversary:  J.M.  Burton,  E.W.  Pugh,  T.A.  Moore,  J.L.  Burton,  J.J.  RatlifF,  Ernest  Jarrell, 
Ed  Moore,  Meadow  Moore  and  J.H.  Thomas.  Trustees  were:  E.W.  Pugh,  J.M.  Burton, 
Frank  Burton,  J.J.  Ratliff  and  J.I.  Anderson. 

Bethlehem's  present  graveyard  contains  no  grave  older  that  that  of  Janie  Moore,  18  year 
old  girl  who  died  in  1894  even  thought  the  church  dates  to  1835.  The  new  building  in 
1892  was  moved  to  another  site  on  the  same  plot  of  ground  and  the  old  cemetery  is  almost 
literally  in  the  woods. 


The  first  Sunday  School  was  organized  in  1880  by  Rev.  John  Anderson.  Others 
included  W.B.  Moore,  J.R.  Moore,  J.F.  Moore,  John  Thomas,  and  Thomas  Moore.(James 
Hamilton  Thomas  was  very  in  the  leadership  of  Sunday  School  from  1888  until  his  death 
in  1940.) 

The  first  Women's  society  began  under  the  Presidency  of  Miss  Maud  Moore(Mrs.  W.I. 
Maynard  in  1908. 

Mr.  J.K.  Ellington  built  and  presented  the  church  a  communion  table.  A  plaque  on  the 
table  which  is  now  located  in  the  narthex  has  a  dedication  of  date  of  1932. 

In  1940,  J.J.  Ratliff  left  a  $1000  gift  which  led  to  contributions  to  complete  the 
renovation  of  the  church  when  five  new  classrooms  and  a  porch  with  four  white  columns 
and  cement  floor  were  added. 

The  first  meeting  for  the  education  building  was  held  July  30,  1962  with  the  Rev. 
Roland  P.  Gibbs  organizing  the  stewardship  crusade,  ground  breaking  in  June  1964.  The 
addition  include  and  office,  sic  classrooms,  bathrooms,  kitchen  and  fellowship  hall.  It  was 
completed  in  November,  1964.  The  Methodist  Bishop,  Earl  G.  Hunt,  delivered  the 
dedication  sermon,  January  1 1,  1968,  Rev.  Lowell  Swisher,  pastor. 

Under  the  leadership  of  pastor  Rev.  Lowell  Swisher,  the  Circuit  Methodist  Men  were 
organized  February  2,  1968.  Jesse  M.  Burton  was  the  first  President. 

The  church  now  known  as  Bethlehem  United  Methodist  Church  of  the  Western  North 
Carolina  conference  held  it  first  services  in  the  new  sanctuary,  May  22,  1977,  Rev.  Guy 
Godfi"ey,  Pastor.  The  official  open  house  was  held  Sunday  July  10,  1977,  Homecoming 
Sunday  with  the  Rev.  J.C.  Swaim,  pastor  fi-om  1943  to  1949,  delivering  the  Sermon. 

As  of  today,  December  23,  1999  a  new  building  is  rising  to  replace  the  building  that 
burned.  The  new  building  is  steel  fi^amed  and  siding  used.  The  church  is  being  built  on 
the  same  site  as  the  old  church  was  located.  (Many  of  our  Dallas  and  Thomas  ancestors 
are  buried  here) 


Bethlehem  People,  Places  and  Things 
By  Michael  Perdue 


When  a  church  history  is  written  the  researcher  often  comes  across  stories  about  the 
church  that  sometimes  bridges  the  fine  line  between  history  and  tradition.  Whatever  the 
case  these  stores  or  worthy  of  preservation  for  fiiture  generations.  Also,  it  is  seldom  that 
many  of  the  notables  in  the  Church's  history  can  be  studied  in  appropriate  length  in  the 
main  body  of  the  history.  For  all  these  reasons  and  more  this  chapter  is  added  in  order  to 
preserve  the  heritage  which  rightfully  belongs  to  Bethlehem  Church. 

One  of  Bethlehem's  most  colorful  members  was  Mr.  James  H.  Thomas  (died  1940) 
who  moved  to  the  Bethlehem  community  about  1887  and  joined  the  church  here  in  1890 
(on  Whetstone  Creek  he  had  been  a  member  of  the  church  at  Wesleys  Chapel).  Mr. 
Thomas  was  a  veteran  of  the  Confederate  Army,  serving  as  a  private  in  the  North 
Carolina  27^^  Infantry  Regiment.  Thomas  was  with  the  Army  at  Appomattox  when 
General  Lee  surrendered  in  1865.  For  many  years  he  enjoyed  recalling  his  time  spent 
with  the  Army.  Thomas  was  the  last  surviving  Confederate  Veteran  in  Rockingham 
County  and  in  1938  at  the  age  of  92,  he  journeyed  to  Gettysburg,  Pennsylvania  to  attend 
the  last  reunion  of  the  Blue  and  Gray.  Upon  returning  from  the  reunion  he  told  a  fi^iend  he 
was  glad  that  he  attended  the  program  at  Gettysburg  for  it  final  proved  to  him  that  "  some 
Yankees  were  real  Christian  gentleman." 

Mr.  Thomas  occupied  a  chair  in  Bethlehem  church  near  the  pulpit,  due  his  being  hard 
of  hearing.  The  chair  was  positioned  just  inside  the  chancel  rail  and  many  recall  Mr. 
Thomas  sitting  in  his  chair  in  somewhat  a  leaning  position  with  hand  up  to  his  ear.  Mr. 
J.R.  Moore  also  had  a  chair  alongside  of  Mr.  Thomas  for  the  same  reason.  Together  they 
presented  a  picture  that  is  cherished  by  many  in  the  church  today.  The  chairs  that  Mr. 
Thomas  and  Mr.  Moore  used  in  the  church  were  sold  some  years  ago  at  a  church  sale. 


MARY  JARRELL  MEADOR 


Mary  grew  up  in  the  Bethlehem,  joined  the  church  (Bethlehem  Methodist)  in  her  early 
teens,  and  has  been  an  active  member  ever  since.  During  Rev.  Curtis  Swaim's  pastorate 
she  helped  with  the  first  Bible  School  and  continued  to  work  in  the  Bible  schools  for 
many  years.  During  those  years  she  taught  the  primary  and  elementary  department  of  the 
Sunday  School,  later  teaching  the  Women's  Bible  class  for  many  years.  She  is  a  former 
member  and  President  of  the  Women's  society  for  Christian  Services.  She  served  on  the 
building  committee  in  1963  when  the  educational  building  and  parsonage  were  built. 
Mary  is  currently  church  historian.  Aside  from  being  wife  and  mother,  Mary  has  time  to 
be  active  in  many  civic  organizations.  During  the  fifties  and  sixties  she  served  several 
three  year  terms  on  the  board  of  directors  of  the  American  Red  Cross,  on  the  building  and 
planning  committee  of  Chiqua  Penn  4-H  Center.  She  is  a  charter  member  of  the 
Rockingham  County  Historical  Society  where  she  currently  holds  membership.  A  charter 
member  and  former  president  of  the  Hill  and  Dale  Garden  Club.  Mary  was  Librarian  at 
Wentworth  School  for  many  years,  retiring  in  1977.  Mary  and  her  husband,  Joseph  "Joe" 
Meador  had  three  sons,  Joseph  F.  Jr.,  Frank  and  Bill.  Her  eight  grandchildren  are  her 
pride  and  joy. 
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85'year-old  is  at  home  playing 


By  JULIE  GILBERTO 
staff  Writar 

OREGON  HILL  —  Little  has 
changed  for  Nell  Gammon  in  71 
years. 

The  soft-spoken,  85-year-old 
grandmother  still  lives  in  the  two- 
story  frame  farmhouse  where  she 
grew  up.  ^ 

And  she  still  plays  the  piano  at 
Bethlehem  United  Methodist 
Church  —  a  responsibility  she  in- 
herited when  she  was  14  years  old. 

In  those  days  she  was  Nell 
Moore,  the  ypungest  of  two  broth- 


ers and  four  sisters.  She  would  walk 
the  mile  to  Bethlehem  School  during 
the  day  and  study  with  her  family  at 
night. 

"  The  dirt  road  that  passed  by  her 
home  now  is  paved,  but  it  still  car- 
ries the  name  of  Moir's  Mill  for  the 
family  who  used  to  grind  com  a  mile 
away. 

The  community  was  one  of  farm- 
ers. Tobacco  was  their  livelihood. 
Neighbors,  well-spaced,  were 
.friendly.  Most  of  the  homes  there, 
.like  Gammon's,  have  been  handed 
down  through  famihes.  Consequent- 
ly, no  one  is  a  stranger. 

Gammon  does  not  remember 
what  came  over  her  mother,  Nell 
Moore,  to  prompt  the  unexpected 
interest  in  piano.  Her  mother  did 
not  play.  Neither  did  any  of  her 
siblings. 

But  she  suddenly  became  deter- 
mined that  her  daughter  learn  the 
piano.  She  and  her  husband,  George 
Moore,  bought  an  Ep worth  upright. 

Gammon  has  been  playing  it  ever 
since. 

"I  think  my  mother  always 
thought  I  should  play,"  Gammon 
said.  "I  guess  my  mother  just  knew 
she  was  going  to  have  me  play  the 
piano.  She  was  the  one  who  gave  me 
inspiration  and  saw  to  it  that  I  prac- 
ticed." 

She  received  guidance  from  her 


piano  in  church 


uncle,  Frank  Moore,  and  when  she 
was  14  began  filling  in  for  him  at 
Bethlehem  church. 

On  return  trips  from  Davenport 
College  in  Lenoir,  where  she  began 
studying  piano  when  she  was  17, 
Gammon  would  play  at  the  church, 
only  a  fifth  of  a  mile  from  her  home. 

After  three  years  at  Davenport, 
she  returned  for  good  and  married 
tobacco  farmer  J.  Weldon  Gammon 
of  Reidsville  in  1919. 

They  moved  four  miles  away 
where  their  son,  Frederick,  was 

l-vAm   Riif  aftar  ahniit  />n  ^'pnr«  when 

They  moved  four  miles  away 
where  their  son,  Frederick,  was 
bom.  But  after  about  20  years  when 
her  parents  died,  she  and  her  family 
moved  home  again.  Frederick  Gam- 
mon, 64,  now  lives  next  door  be- 
tween her  and  the  church. 

"I  had  him  to  take  lessons  when 
he  was  little,  but  he  didn't  go  very 
far  with  it,"  Lillie  Gammon  said.  "I 
tried  to  teach  hun,  and  then  had  him 
take  lessons  in  town,  but  he  wasn't 
interested." 

None  of  her  three  grandchildren 
are  interested  either. 

But  her  interest  does  not  wane. 

The  broken  hip  she  suffered  in  a 
fall  two  years  ago  may  have  slowed 
her  down  a  bit  —  she  walks  with 
copper-colored  cane  —  but  it  did  not 
diminish  her  enthusiasm. 

She  plays  every  Sunday  without 
fail  —  for  both  the  10  a.m.  Sunday 
school  and  the  11  a.m.  service,  said 
the  Rev.  Parker  Hager. 

■'She  attends  all  the  functions  of 
the  church,"  Hager  said. 

Although  the  church  hought  m 
organ  about  three  years  aijo,  iher  po- 
sition is  intact. 

"I  think  the  songs  are  about  the 
same,"  Gammon  said.  "Tliey're  tak- 
en from  the  Methodist  hyinnai.  Iiut 
I  still  have  to  have  the  sheet  inusic.  ' 


She  has  no  plans  to  retire. 

"I  ^uess  that  is  something  F  ' 
should  be  proud  of,"  Gammon  says  I 
of  her  71  years  on  the  chui-ch  piano. 
"I  don't  imagine  many  people  play 
that  long," 


staff  phofo  by  Gerry  Broome 

85-year-old  Nell  Gammon  prepares  to  play  some  hymns  on  her  piano  at  home 


Nell  Moore 

Nell  Moore  Gammon  Day  was 
celebrated  at  Bethlehem  United 
Methodist  Church  on  Sunday,  Aug. 
30. 

.  Nell  has  played  the  piano  at  the 
church  for  75  years.  She  began 
playing  at  the  age  of  12  and  con- 
tinues to  play  every  Sunday. 

During  the  morning  worship  the 
Rev.  James  Allred  Family  from 
High  Point  presented  a  special  pro- 
gram of  music. 

Mary  Jarrell  Meador  gave  a  "This 
Is  Your  Life"  Story  of  Nell's  life  and 
service  to  the  church. 

Mrs.  Lucy  M.  Rankin,  one  of  her 
first  piano  students,  attended.  Miss 
Carolyn  Anderson  presented  a 
necklace  gold  watch  from  the 
church.  Mrs.  Virginia  Gammon 
presented  an  album  of  momentous 
occasions  in  Nell's  life. 

Family  members  present  were 
Frederick  and  Virginia  Gammon, 
Carol  and  David  McCoUum,  Mary 
Kay  Gammon  and  other  members  of 
the  Gammon  family.  Letters  were 
read  from  her  grandson,  Weldon, 
President  Ronald  Reagan  and 
others.  There  were  a  number  of 
persons  who  had  worked  with  her  at 
J.C.  Penney. 

After  lunch  in  the  fellowship  hall, 
a  special  music  program  was  pres- 
ented by  the  "Golden  Age  Singers" 
of  Reidsville,  "Oakaires  of 
Madison-Mayodan,  the  Rev.  James 
Alked  Family  and  Pat  Hardin,  in- 
structor at  Rockingham  Community 
College. 

Former  ministers,  the  Rev. 


Nell  Moore  Gammon 


Parker  Hager  of  Mooresville,  and 
the  Rev.  Lmdsey  Strader  of  Eden 
were  also  in  attendance. 

NELL  MOORE  GAMMON 
For  over  70  years  Nell  Anderson 
Moore  Gammon,  bom  January  29, 
1900  has  been  the  pianist  for  the 
Bethlehem  United  Methodist 
Church. 

She  began  taking  music  lessons 
from  her  uncle,  Frank  Moore,  and  in 
his  absence  she  played  for  the 
church  services  about  the  age  of  12. 

She  was  married  in  1919  to  John 


Celebrated 

Weldon  Gammon,  bom  November 
25, 1896  and  died  September  15, 1958. 
His  parents  were  John  Thomas  and 
Carolyn  Shumate  Gammon.  Her 
parents  were  George  Hartiage  and 
Eugenia  Carter  Moore  Gammon. 

It  was  a  long  trip  for  the  young  girl 
to  travel  from  her  home  near 
Bethlehem  to  Lenoir  where  she  at- 
tended Davenport  College. 

She  still  makes  her  home  at 
Bethlehem  and  has  one  son, 
Frederick  Earl,  born  October  31, 
1920  who  married  Virginia  Moore, 
daughter  of  Meadow  and  Enrnia 
Moore.  They  have  three  children, 
Carole  McCollum,  Mary  Kay  and 
Weldon. 

In  the  history  of  the  United  Church 
Women,  (formerly  Women's  Society 
of  Christian  Service)  Ivey  Moore 
Burton  wrote,  "Today  we  were 
honored  to  have  Nell  Gammon  who 
plaiyed  a  lovely  program  of  music 
for  our  enjoyment  and  we  welcome 
her  as  a  member."  The  year  was 
1919.  the  year  she  married. 

—  Bv  Jjeola  Dickerson  Meador 


Ralph  Williams  with  the  baptismal  fount  he  crafted  for  Bethlehem  United 
Methodist  Church.  vrs  .    . , 

At  88,  wookworking  student  uses 
talents  to  aid  burned  church 


By  CYNTHIA  SMITH 
Staff  Writer 


At  88,  Ralph  Williams  is  still  a  student,  having 
just  finished  a  semester  at  Rockingham  Com- 
munity College  in  the  Fine  and  Creative 
Woodworking  program. 

The  spry  senior  designed  and  crafted  a  baptismal 
fount  of  solid  oak  for  the  soon-to-be-rebuilt  Bethle- 
hem United  Methodist  Church  which  was  destroyed 
by  fire  several  months  ago.  It  was  a  labor  of  love. 
When  asked  how  many  hours  he  put  into  the  fount, 
Williams  chuckled,  "quite  a  few." 

An  oak  music  stand  with  a  cross  of  "purple  heart 
wood"  from  South  America  graces  the  living  of  his 
home.  Sitting  at  the  oak  table  and  chair  he  hand 
crafted,  Williams  displayed  the  oak  collection  plates 
he  will  soon  finish. 

Over  the  past  17  years,^ Williams  has  taken  art, 
computer  and  machine  shop  at  RCC. 

"I'm  the  oldest  student  out  there,"  he  quips,  with  a 
twinkle  in  his  eye,  adding  that  he  enjoyed  the 
younger  people  with  whom  he  shared  classes.  Hum- 
ble about  his  accomplishments,  Williams  showed  the 
desk  he  designed. 


Mary,  his  wife  of  56  years,  proudly  pointed  out 
lamps  her  husband  made. 

Williams  keeps  busy.  His  activities  include 
Chairman  of  the  Veterans  Park,  and  Chaplain  for  the 
following:  American  Legion  Post  79,  Veterans  of 
Foreign  War  at  Midway-Monroeton,  and  Rocking- 
ham County  Honor  Guard.  He  has  attended  over  30 
funerals  this  year  for  deceased  veterans. 

When  asked  if  Mr.  Williams  ever  thought  he 
would  live  to  see  the  millineum  end,  he  simply  an- 
swered, "no." 

How  is  the  world  different?  He  responded  that 
there  is  so  much  anxiety  in  people  who  are  in  such  a 
hurry  and  things  are  going  so  fast.  "In  the  Depres- 
sion, in  the  1930's,  everybody  was  poor  but  none  of 
us  knew  about  it.  They  didn't  realize  they  were  poor; 
if  they  had  something  to  eat,  they  were  happy." 
How  can  one  be  happy? 

"Take  one  day  at  a  time  and  trust  in  God  to  take  of 
you.  If  it  is  not  something  you  can  do  something 
about,  don't  worry  about  it.  We  worship  a  god  of  ma- 
terialism...how  much  money  can  I  make  -  how  much 
can  I  accumulate?  I  think  we  should  be  more  spiritu- 
al instead  of  materialistic,  because  'spiritual'  is  eter- 
nal. It  lasts  forever." 


Bethlehem  United  celebrates 


By  CYNTHIA  SMITH 

Media  General  News  Service 

The  first  steps  to  rebuilding  Bethlehem 
United  Methodist  Church  which  was 
destroyed  by  fire  after  lightning  struck 
the  building  on  June  17,  1997,  were  taken 
Sunday. 

Following  the  regular  Sunday  morning  ser- 
vice held  in  the  Bethlehem  Community  Build- 
ing, church  members  went  to  the  original 
building  site. 

There  the  pastor,  the  Rev.  Frank  Jarvis, 
and  members  of  the  building  committee, 
headed  up  by  Chairman  Bill  Shreve,  took 
turns  shoveling  spades  full  of  dirt  from  the 
ground. 

Since  the  church  was  destroyed,  members 
have  been  meeting  in  the  community  building 
on  Hampton  Road  less  than  a  mile  from  the 
church  property. 

On  Sunday,  folks  attended  not  only  their 
annual  homecoming  but  also  the  long  awaited 
ground  breaking  ceremony. 

Dr.  Frank  Grice,  superintendent  of  the 
Northeast  District  of  the  Western  North  Car- 
olina Conference  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  was  guest  speaker  at  the  Sunday 
morning  worship  service. 

He  reminded  those  in  attendance  that  "we 
are  the  body  of  Christ,"  a  spiritual  structure 
with  all  parts  being  necessary,  teaching  from 
Paul's  writing  to  the  Corinthian  church. 

"We  must  have  Christ  at  the  center  of  all 
we  do,"  he  added.      I       To     ( 1  9 

He  encouraged  the  congregation  to  be 
known  for  proclaiming  the  good  news  of 
Jesus  Christ. 

"That's  what  we're  in  business  for  . . .  to 
make  disciples." 

Grice  urged  the  church  members  to  build 
upon  Jesus,  continuing  "we  are  all  God's  tem- 
ple ...  as  you  build  the  facility,  continue  to 
build  the  body  of  Christ  . . .  grow  the  church  in 
outreach  and  missions.  This  is  what  makes  the 
difference." 

Jarvis  adjourned  the  worship  service 
reminding  the  congregation  that  "all  begins 
with  a  foundation"  and  directed  attendees  to 
the  construction  site  at  the  intersection  of 
Moir  Mill  and  Bethlehem  Church  roads. 

The  order  of  service  for  the  breaking  of 
ground  opened  with  a  greeting  by  Jarvis;  "Our 
help  is  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  who  made 
heaven  and  earth." 


ground  breaking 

^nreve,  Building  Fund  Treasurer  Carolyn 
Anderson,  Nancy  Norwood,  Robert  Meador 
He  en  Moore,  Lay  Leader  Ted  Payne  F  nan: 

The  ceremony  closed  with  a  nraver  and 
was  followed  with  a  fellowship  in  the 
munity  building.  ^ 

Construction  on  the  10,600-square-foot 
facility  will  begin  this  week  and  is  expected 
to  be  completed  in  10  months.  The  landmark 
steeple  once  again  will  be  see  as  motorists 
drive  along  N.C.  14 

Lifetime  member  Nancy  Meador  Nor- 
wood, also  a  member  of  the  building  commit- 
tee, said  she  was  excited  about  the  ground 
breaking  event  because  of  the  need  for  room 
for  more  activities. 

"It's  like  adding  an  addition  to  the  family. 
It's  a  part  of  your  home,  family  and  community. 

"I'm  just  glad  we're  getting  started,"  Nor- 
wood said.  "It's  been  a  long  time  coming." 

Planning  has  been  a  "long,  hard  struggle," 
admitted  Shreve.  "Today  was  a  light  at  the 
end  of  the  tunnel. 

"It  really  shows  how  strong  this  church 
really  is.  We  made  the  best  of  an  adverse  situ- 
ation," he  said,  noting  meeting  in  the  commu- 
nity building  is  difficult  because  no  Sunday 
school  rooms  are  available. 

Of  the  facility  that  burned,  Jesse  Burton,  a 
member  since  1927,  said  "It  was  sad. 

"It  hurt  all  of  us.  But  there  has  been  some 
good  that  came  out  of  it. 

The  church  is  better  united  now  than  it  was 
before,. 

"I  want  us  to  grow,"  Burton  continued.  ' 
"After  all,  love  is  the  only  thing  that  counts.  I 
do  see  that  now  since  the  fire." 

Cynthia  Smith  is  a  staff  writer  with  the 
Daily  News  in  Eden. 


Bulldozers  leveled  last  week  what  was  left  of  Bethlehem  United  Methodist 
Church,  which  was  damaged  by  fire  three  months  ago. 

S.^L-..  \^(^  /)..^.  v^y?/ 

Congregation  compiles  plans, 
raising  funds  for  new  church 


By  JENNIFER  THOMPSON 
Staff  Writef  

EDEN  —  Members  of  Bethle- 
hem United  Methodist  Church  are 
continuing  to  plan  projects  to 
raise  funds  for  rebuilding  their 
church  which  was  gutted  by  fire 
on  June  17. 

Bulldozers  spent  the  last  sever- 
al days  leveling  the  remains  of 
church.  The  site  has  been  cleared, 
Martin  said,  because  the  fire  mar- 
shal condemned  the  entire  struc- 
ture. 

The  fire  was  caused  by  light- 
ening spawned  by  thunderstorms 
in  the  area  that  night.  Members  of 
the  church  were  left  stunned  at 
their  loss. 

It  was  "a  night  filled  with 
shock  and  hurt  at  a  sight  none 
ever  imagined  possible,"  said 
church  member  Marie  Martin. 

Damage  to  the  church  was  es- 
timated at  $500,000,  according  to 
earlier  news  accounts.  Some  arti- 
facts from  the  church  were  sal- 
vaged, Martin  said,  but  the  usabil- 
ity of  these  items  due  to  smoke 
and  water  damage  is  question- 
able. 

"There's  very  little,  really," 


Martin  said.  "Most  it  it  was 
burned  or  destroyed  through  wa- 
ter damage." 

The  congregation  now  uses  the 
church-owned  Community  Build- 
ing on  Moir  Road  to  hold  its  reg- 
ular services  and  classes. 

Martin  heads  up  the  ways  and 
means  conmiittee,  a  church-ap- 
pointed fund-raising  unit 

The  committee's  first  effort 
was  a  yard  sale  and  car  wash  on 
Aug.  30,  which  netted  more  than 
$5,000. 

"The  yard  sale  was  a  great  suc- 
cess," Martin  said,  adding  that  the 
conunittee  hasn't  set  any  mone- 
tary goals. 

"We  don't  know  what  we're 
building  back  yet,"  she  said.  "It 
would  be  hard  to  say  how  much 
money  will  be  needed." 

Although  the  church  was  in- 
sured, Martin  said,  the  member- 
ship won't  be  able  to  replace  what 
was  lost. 

The  committee  hasn't  set  any 
time  goals  either,  she  said,  for 
much  the  same  reason.  Since 
plans  haven't  been  made  about 
design  and  replacing  contents  that 
were  lost,  a  time  goal  can't  be  set, 
Martin  said. 


"It's  just  a  slow  process,"  she 
said.  "It's  going  to  take  some 
time." 

The  next  stop  on  the  fund-rais- 
ing trail  is  the  Annual  Harvest 
Sale,  which  will  be  held  Oct  4 
from  9  am.  to  2  p.m.  at  the  Beth- 
lehem Community  Building  on 
Moir  Mill  Road. 

Shoppers  can  choose  among 
canned  goods,  baked  goods, 
crafts  and  farm  products.  A  barbe- 
cue lunch  will  also  be  available. 

The  church  will  sponsor  a 
booth  at  the  Apple  Festival  on 
Oct.  18  to  sell  Brunswick  stew. 
The  church  will  also  be  operating 
at  the  stew  building  at  the  church 
site.  Martin  said  between  800  and 
1,000  quarts  of  stew  will  be  pre- 
pared to  sell  that  day. 

On  Nov.  2,  the  church  will 
sponsor  a  "Christmas  Around  the 
World"  party  beginning  at  3  p.m. 
at  the  Community  Building.  Re- 
freshments will  be  served,  Martin 
said,  noting  that  "anybody  can 
come  to  this." 

For  more  information  about 
any  of  these  events,  call  Martin  at 
627-0342  or  Carol  Manley  at 
623-9465. 


Lightning  causes  3  county  fires 


3y  JENNIFER  THOMPSON 

Staff  Writer  

EDEN  —  Three  fires  broke  out 
Tuesday  night  aaoss  Rockingham 
County,  all  due  to  lightning  strikes, 
according  to  Rockingham  County 
.  Fire  Marshal  reports. 

'  The  most  severe  tire  caused  an 
•  estiniated  $500,000  damage  to  the 
t-  Bethlehem  United  Methodist 
'  Church  on  Bethlehem  Church  Road 
near  Eden.  Fire  units  responded 
"  shortly  after  9:30  p.m  and  were  on 


the  scene  until  shortly  after  2  a.m. 
today. 

Fire  units  responding  included 
Eden  city  firefighters  and  volunteer 
firefighters  from  Oregon  Hill  with 
mutual  aid  from  Monroeton,  Ruffin, 
Wentworth,  Williamsburg,  Shiloh, 
Yanceyville  Road  and  Leaksville 
Rural. 

A  fire  also  broke  out  in  the  arts 
and  crafts  building  at  Camp  Saura- 
kee  on  Camp  Cherokee  Road  in 
Wentworth.  The  fire  resulted  in 
$40,000  estimated  damage,  accord- 


ing to  the  fire  marshal's  office. 

The  Wentworth  Volunteer  Fire 
Department  received  the  call  at  9:30 
p.m.  and  was  on  the  scene  until 
shortly  after  1 1  p.m. 

A  small  fire  caused  minimal 
damage  in  a  bam  at  610  Mount 
Carmel  Church  Road  near  Eden. 
Oregon  Hill  volunteer  firefighters 
responded  shortly  after  6:15  p.m.  • 
and  were  at  the  scene  until  6:30  p.m. 

No  injuries  were  reported  in  any 
of  the  fires.  No  other  details  were 
available  prior  to  press  time. 


Bethlehem  UMC  Conipjies  History 


Bethelem  United  Methodist 
Church,  located  south  of  Eden  on 
Highway  14,  is  compiling  a  detailed 
and  documented  history  of  the  153- 
year-old  congregation  which  is  one 
of  the  oldest  in  Rockingham  County. 

Organized  in  September  1835,  the 
Bethlehem  Church,  the  daughter  of 
the  nearby  Mount  Carmel  Church 
(which  was  organized  about  1808 
according  to  recent  research). 
Bethlehem's  first  sanctuary  was  a 
frame  house  built  in  1835  and 
remodeled  in  1880. 

The  present  building  was 
dedicated  in  1892  and  was 
remodeled  in  1940  with  the  addition 
of  classrooms.  During  1963-64  the 
present  educational  wing  was 
constructed  and  in  the  1970's  the 
sanctuary  was  extensively 
remodeled. 

Throughout  its  long  history, 
Bethlehem  has  been  on  the 
Guilford,  Rockingham,  Wentworth, 
Ruffin,  and  Reidsville  circuits.  At 
present  Bethlehem  is  on  a  two  point 
charge  with  Salem  Church  near 
Reidsville. 

Among  Bethlehem's  many 
pastors  have  been  Reverends  Numa 
F.  Reid,  Alfred  Norman,  V.A. 
Sharp.  William  F.  Womble,  A.  L. 
Ay  cock.  Thomas  V.  Crouse,  J. 
Curtis  Swaim  and  Claris  G.  Isley. 


Michael  Perdue  of  Wentworth  has 
been  engaged  to  research  and  write 
the  Bethlehem  history.  Purdue,  who 
has  done  extensive  research  work 
on  the  Methodists  in  Rockingham 
County,  is  currently  enrolled  as  a 
history  graduate  student  at  UNC- 
Greensboro.  He  is  the  author  of 
histories  of  the  Wentworth  and 
Leaksville  Methodist  churches,  and 
co-authored  a  history  of  Salem 
Methodist  Church. 


The  Bethlehem  congregation  is 
seeking  the  aid  of  any  interested 
indiviaual  who  has  photgraphs  and 
other  vital  information  related  to 
the  church  or  its  members.  Persons 
interested  can  contact  a  member  of 
the  church  or  write  in  care  of 
Michael  Purdue,  Rockingham 
County  Historical  Society,  P.O.  Box 
84,  Wentworth,  N.C.,  27375  (phone 
349-8805). 


400TH  BIRTHDAY 
-?0  BE  OBSERVED 

Record-breaking  Crowd  Ex- 
pected to  Gather  at  Beth- 
lehem Church  Sun. 


PRICEmEUNIOPT  ~ 


(Coatiiiuei  from  pajra  1) 

men    delivered^.-  .lheir_  -  inspi 


•d  L5 


A     rccord-brcok-ing  cro". 
-exp^cted  to     gather  SiLnday 
-  :iiie..  Btilhlehera  MsihodUt  churcr . 
located  on  the  lov/er  Lfjil-isv^-'- 
Reid".-illc_   rond.  for  . 
obscrv'sno?,  cfU.-brritJng  ;v'jJ-." 
i3iuuvei5aij'_.o| .  thf-'.  church. 

An  appropriate  and  irtCTES^m: 

program^     co'niii'ltiii'ji  cilii'.;^  '  - 

cenlurj-  mark,    has  bct-n  arrs-r.g- 
ed  by  the  celebration  corp-'n;'::;:-;. 
Er.  L.  D  '""T'nonnp?on. 
elder  of     the     Grc-en.sb^ro '  ffi-' 
trict.  v.iU     drh'.cr  tho  Crn;.-:r.- 
nial  sermon     and  in  the- 
fcocn  Hon,  H.   P.   Lane  ■•viil  de- 
liver a£  addrc-ss  on  the  , ''KiitcrJ 
of  Bethlehem  Ct-rOrrti";  " 

Special  moiicsl   progTHrrc  fe— 
feth"  sessions    are  being  plannec 
and  as  an    outstandirig  lezzurt 
during  the  morning  s€n.-;ce,  ir.fi 
talented   Mrs.   Howard   A  Ully. 


|.    With  J.  Hampton   

j  ident-  of -^  the'  clan,  prpsidiHgr  tliei' 
I  momHW. .  session  corr^'ehced  ^it ' 
!-pIeverf.o'fl6(^l^. After  thp  r,pgVr-' 
j^«:  -®lOT«Sr''-Tluart£t-  -  Trndeted^ 
j;s'ev.erar-.lelections,--  I?.  Floyd  Os-! 
I  borhcj  '  vice=presidEnt,  -  m  fi  fevr 
i  well-chosen  -words,  introduced,' 
jMr.  Swynn    v.'ho  .described  the 

1  highly  praised  the"  Price  family 
fas  being  one^  of  the  state's  larg- 


}■  "It  1^  ?  gre^t  thing  to  mce{ 
[.togettier  as-;-you  ^are_doing,^  t^c. 


Uie.-ftdiiily-rJnore  closely  together 


jnf.opportuiuty  -to  get  a'cquaint,- 
sd  wiih  the  older  ones;- and  ,bj; 
asemMing  -in  th^j- ^apaer, "-  en.^: 


of   Greensboro,   -will    render  t^^o 

s«lo  selections. 

  During  XHU  iJWJi'J  hou?.  -disner  - 

.  -vrill  be  ser\-ed  on  the"'  grcrand 
-  -is  picnic  style. 

InN-italions    have  been  sen'  to 

all  former  members  and  p&sz^^ 

at  the  church.  They  read  as  foi- 


jTo'ws:  "Yott  are  cordially  in-vited 


to  join  ^wiUi  us  on  Sunday,  Aug^ 
ust  11,  in  an    all-day  observ- 
ancc  rof.  jhg^  IQOth    birthday"  of 
the  Bejlitebem  Methodist  church, 
i  An  _  in  tcrestin  g     and     inspi  ring. 
I  program  has  beeil-arranged.  Dui- 
i  ner    will .   be.    8S>n.-ed_  on '  the 
igr»urKi»  ana-      -  hope  -you  .'wiU 


,|be  pre5ent  #pr        j^clebraUon.^  :i,.g::i.e^:-y^ 


Of  special  interest  to  Bothclehem 
;  people,  ns  well  as  to  the  Reldsyllle 
charge,  la  the  appointment  of  Rev. 
T.  V.  Grouse  to  this  circuit  for 
another  year  at.  the  recent  session 
of  the  annual  conference  in  A.she- 
vlUe.  This  marks  the  beginning 
crhw  eighth  year  on  this  .-work, 
Mi  ,>  Ci'oTic(r^nra~^°w  ^  " 


oru  i^eii"~'uTig[ 


he  has  many  friends  who  reinlrp 

"  ^'  '  I      —  .1  —       .    ■  -t  '  ■-■ 


tends  a  hearty  welcome  to  him 
and  his  family. 


BETHLEHEM 


Bethlehem,  Oct.  2ft^(SpeclaI  to 
The  NewS;)_Miss  Louise  Carter 
and  her  mother,  Mrs.  janle  Carter 
were  in  Reidsville  shopping  Fri- 
day. 


-^Toore;  prmcipal  of  the 
lie  " 


Maysville  High  School,  spent  the 
wppk-pnd  avith  his  father  T.  A.- 
Moore, wliu  is-BtexdilynrnpTovirig! 


atjles  -  yon  to  '  keifeii  your  \  family 
history  srfiigbt."  ' ' 

lUi- tue  nrst  man  to  introduce  I 
i^smgking  in  England"^  _  __  I" 
i  Judge"X.ane  then  told  abo'tir' 
i  how  the  Prict-s  migrated  to  .tltis, 

■  cuuiiliy — jj\d  hcttleJ  iu  Vivginia. 
I  "You  are  all  descendants  of  that 
'  great  picpneer,  Reece  Price,  who 

i  was  bom    in    Bedford    county,  > 
[Va^  in  1751".  Judge  then  gave 
I  the  history  of  Recce's  life.  ' 
j  ■  During  the  afternoon  ^ession, 
:  all  four  of    the    officers    of    the ! 
!  claji     v.-ere     re-elected.      They  I 
.  v.-ere:    J.  Hampton  Price,    presi- 1 
'  derit;    D.  Floyd  Osborne,    vice-  i 
'  president;  J.   R.  Price,  secretary 
and  treasurer;. and  J.  W.  Hopper, 
historian.  The  president  also  ap- 
pointed a    comrmttee    to    assist  i 
•wnth  ihe  program  for  the^  ineet-l 

(the  same  place/  " ~  ~ 

;  Dttring  the  noon  hour,  'a  most 
delightful  dinner,  served  in  pic- 
nic style  on  the  long  table  down 

;  in  the  grove  below  the  school 
building,  was  enjoyed. 

The  two    oldest    members    of  j 

.  '.he  Price — family — present  \yc're  | 

■  Jim  Thomas  and  Jim  Price. 

Mrs.  Spencer  Simpson,  Yancey- 
vUle,  visited  her  mother  here 
Wednesday. 

frank  U.  Anderson  and  sons, 
Francis— of-"  Greensboro^  aritf  ^!d- 
ward,  spent  the  week-enll  at 
Marine,  N.  C,  on  a  fishing  trip.    •  i 

Mr,  and  Mrs.  T. ,  M.  Moore  and 
daughters;  SaUie  Bfillen  and  Vir-  I 
ginia,  spent  Friday  in  Martinsville,  I 
Va.  ■  I 

Otis  Powell  went  t^  Greertsboro  i 
•Saturday  afternoon.    He_was  ac- 
companied home  by  Misses  Meador 
and  Anderson,  student  nurses  at 

St.'  Leo'f   p-pgpitnl,   mhn  ii|V<iirif>Mi 

week-end  with  their  parents  here. 

TVyTf    fir^A   IvyTm    T    ^.rnti^^^  iifr^n^-n 


Mr«.  .'  Marr.  RatliflF  M^aJbr- 
,  la .  Fftted   on  AnhiVvlhMijry 
yer  100;  Pre»«ht. , 


11c Ihlehbm.— ;6f  bu b t&ndTHg  1  n- 
tere.st  tq  a  large  circle  of  reiaii^ca 


and  friends  w^  the  birthday  cele- 
bration for  Mrs.  Mary  Ratllfte  Mea 


^or    held    Sunday,    October  24, 
when  a  large  crowd  of  people, 
perhaps  over  'a  hundred,  gathered 
at  her  homCi  between  Berry  antl 
Wentworth.  to  do  her  honor  on 
her  82nd  birthday  anniversary, 
-i-J^rs.  Menrtor  had  becrLPn  a  vjsit 
to  one  of  -Iter  dnughlcrfln  ,$outh 
Boston,'  Vn.,   but  she-  arrived -at 
home  early  Sunday  morning  Jn 
tirne  to  greet  her  guests  who  came 
from.near  and  far  ofIerlhg;/elicita- 
tions  and  bearing  lovely  by.  gifts. 
She  is  ohie  of  the  Ijcst  loved  -Women 
in  tliisrcntire  section. .  Her  isweet 
spirit  nifid  gentle  refined  mahiiers 
have»^endeared  her  to  every  pnc, 
Mrs.  Meador  is  the  mother;  of 
nine  living  Children,  all:  oil,  whom 
:-wei-e  present  except  one  jon,  ,who 
was  detained  at  home'  on  account 
of  the  illness  of  his"  wlfei   She  a|so 
has   foiu-teen   graqdchildfeh  'and 
4  great-grandchildren.  Mrs.- l^ea- 
dor  is  a  membet:  of  one  of  Rock-^ 
Ingham's  oldest '  and  most  prtim-' 
'hgnt  families,  being  one  of  seyfeh 


gjugnell  uf  the  late  Jonn/ 
"ffe  and  Etlza    Moore  Rrft 


uluiiMf  .Stltlere  9? The  BethlJhSii 
community.  .  She  was  borh  and 
reared  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
of  this  cenhjry  old  •hur^^h,  and 
has  been  a  member  of  Bethlehem 
Jnngpr  tbani^j-^tlie'i''  rneTilljer, 


-  '•■■■■'1. — sTT;i_,u_u£ci_jut:mDer, 

having  joined  in  nearljTi^iiTEooar 
t3f-tHig-lffiye-:iamily,  only  two 
remain^  Rlrs.-  Meador /and— Jier 
brother,  J.  J.  Ratliffe,  who  lives  at 
the  old  RatlLfle  homesteaii.  ■  One 
brother  was  killed  In  the  war  be- 
tween  the  States.     ^  J    -  - 


The  long  birthday ,'  table  had 
been  placed  in  ,th«  side  yard, 
where  the  !,uii.tihOh(^  hnghtry  and 


a  VMlety  qf  all  klnas  of  deHcious- 
food  was  .served  to  all  present. 
Big  bowls  of  pink  dahlias  and  the 
beautifully  decoratpd  htrfh/^i-iy 
caiie  bearing  the  date  1855-J93'7 
graced  the  centpr  6f  the  table.  An- 
other big  cake  with  the  words 
..Happy  Birthday"  was  placed 
near  one  end  of  "the  tabIe,_Mr^ 
Meador  was  married  over  62  years^ 
ago  to  E.  P.  Meador.  . 

Sincfe  hR- death  some  years  ago 
her  daughter,  Mrs.  WillieJ Carter 
and  Mr.  Carter  make  their  hdme 
with  her  and  are  as  devoted  to 
her  mterests  as  it  is  possible  for 


.iiny.uOna..to~bej-  Tliu  t'lOWd  Mt  af 
a  late  hour  in  the  afternoon  \vish- 
ing  her  many  more  happy  VeTurns 


Robert  Meador  and  others  from 
Leaksville  and  Spray. 


„  ^  ^  ^Jhvla  Mobley    and  son, 
n  '.f^  DanvUle    were  suonrr 


1935. 


SPOlCE  SUNDAt 


an.  inspiring  address  on~the")lis- 


ANMVERSAKY 
CEEBRATION 
A  BIG  SUCCESS 


A  Lar'se   Crowd  Attended 
100th  Anniv«rBary  Ob- 
servance Sun.  of  Beth- 
 lehem-Chnrch.  


HOfL  H.  E.  LANE  SPOKE 


The  "lOOth  annijreiriarylljcele- 
bration  of  the  establishment  of 
the  Bethlehem    Mpth~^i<r  -Rpir- 


copal  church,    held  last  Sunday. 


proved  to  be  an  overwhelming 
success-  from  every  standpoint. 
The  present,-  43-year-old  build- 


infr-wa.^  -fiHffid  to    capacity  -with 


Whom 'came  from  distant  places. 


fuL^JjuUi—lhe  jnuiiiim;  dud.-ttflejL" 


poon  services. 

Rev.  L.  D.  Thompson,  presid- 


iiig  elJei  of  tlie  Oteemboro  Dig- 
trict,  delivered.,  an  inspiring  and 
appropriate  sermon  Sunday 
morning  on  the  "Residues  of 
Life".  Instead  of  giving  the 
Lord  the  best  things  in  life,  we 
usualiy  give  Him  only  the  resi- 
dues, he  declared. 

Before  the  sermoh.  Rev.  T.  V. 


ANNIVERSARY  SERVICE 
1         IS  GREAT  SUCCESS 


;  I  (Continued  from  page  1) 

;  iCrouse,~local  pastor  who  presid-  \ 
lUd  over  both  sessions,  extended; 

[the  response  was  made  by  B:"  S.t 
Womble.  JVIrs.  Howard  Lilly,  of' 


'  solo, 


"O — Rest — id — Ure — fcord^ 


from  the  Oratorio  "Elijah".  j 
During  the  "noOiT  boor"Ti  dE=^ 
lightful  and    bountiful    dinner, ; 
'  served    by    the    ladies    of  the 
I'chTirch    on    long    tables    under  1 1 
!  giant  oak  trees,  wliere  theL_Qjcst4 
1  building  once  stood,  was  enioveai: 
Tb^  every  on£^._^      ,  y 
!  ■  As  an  intro3uction  to  the  afl-  \ 
{ einoon-  service,  a  special  musical^ 
i  program  and  song  "service,  led  : 
I  by  H.  P.  Holt."  of  Salisbury,  was 
;  rendered,  at  the    inclusion  of ; 
;  which.  E.  W.    Pugh    introduced  J 
!  Hon.  Henry  P.  Lane,  of  Leaks- ' 
ville,  who  delivered  a  scholarly  . 
'and.  '•etoquent    'address '  on  the* 
i  "History  'of  "Bethlehem  Church",  i 
Besides  tracing  the  hjgtory  of 
I  the  ^church,  on    which  'li£  had 
■'spent  a  consrdcrable'^mQa'nt  of 
Ulme  collecting.  Judge  Lane  pic- 
'tured  coiiditions  as  they  existed: 
in  1835,--de6cri'bcd  the  growth  ot 
Methodism  in  4he  south  and  m  j 
-'^Ifiny'-  and  ..pgici, "  fieaui  qui  ■ 
'Ttributes  rd~ the" 'former  ~  leaders'; 


and  ^astoj;s.^of-tho-''aihtJtS^"^fcio 
h'aye  '  pass'ed..  3way.    Many  of 
fiiy  hearer?  describjed  the  speech 
a*,  being  a .  masterpiece^  , 
In  conclusion    of  the  service, 

■^y^'-^'l-.%v  'M?^'^eKi.^:^n  former' 
jwistpf  ''■-l^^:0iy  ing^^K^iaaisfoDi 


BETHLEHEM 


,   Bethlehem,  Aug.  13,— (Special^. 
—Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joe  Mitchell,  of 
Hamlets — spent    the  wcck-fhd 
with  the    lattcFs    parents,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  G.  W.  Moore. 
!  ~        II.-B.  CInb  to  Meet 
[    Tlio  Wbinan's    .^iome  JDSmirr^ 
l.stration  club  v/ill  meet  Wecines- i 
I  day  flftcrrroon  with  Mrs.  W.  K. 
jYounts.  "F'ittiriEj  Collar  Patterns" 
jtriil-btr-  MiK^-  HolrTitrs  defrifrns|-pa-- 
1  tion.' 


!  T-he  Young  People's  DLvition 
^wet-Cradny-  evening  Jn  bome. 
'of  Miss  Louise.  A>-iderson.  AfU-r' 
ian  inlerosting  "JgrOsxaiD,  games. 
I  were    pUiycd    and    refrMihrnenU) ' 

I  wirn.  f^'^Vf^l.  ■   

r  Mr'  rmrl-  -Mr.';.  W.  I.""Ma>-Tiyidr' 
'of  G:'ccasboro. .  ;md  their  .small'; 
'  Kr;in(id;iut?ht(T,  ■  Eclty  McMillan,, 
';ii"c  rpcndinf;  scveial  day;;  tliis' 
]wcek  with  Mr.  and  .Mrs.  E.  W. ' 
pPiZprar  "Mmirilaln  View"- V^TSPm.; 

t   .    .        Snn'lfit.v-.  Ifii  "Mffl   L 

■ — Till'  Wui'lhiil':. — M'i.s.-.]OiiJi.v — Str- 


-Bf-t-in;  tefsr!  t+t 


oh  wil.1 


rp.'t.t    Si.itiirfhiy    Hflrrnoon  jxi  3 : 


li'ndnncc  is  _.cli:-!;ii  pd  | 
The     Centcnniyl  anniversary 
wns  lai'K^ly  "Htti'nrl"d — hprr  .Sun- i 


day  and  WJs — ransidcrort  n  siic: 


COS.';  from  every  .stand  point. 

Mrs.  Ernest  J;iircll,  who  has 
been  n  patient  in  the  LciiksvillcS 
I'.o.cDitn.l.  returned — to — hrr  hr-mf 


Saturday.  She  is  Ketlinfi  along 
nicely 

Mr.  and  Mrs  U  M  Gunn  and 
phikJ4<'n,  (jf  South  Boston,  Vn.. 
visited  relatives  \icrv  over  the 
v,-eck-end. 

Robert  Morphls  Married 

Friends  lien;  lof  Robert  Mnrph- 
formerly  of  Reid.sville,  who 
has  been  TTvinfi^  in  O\fo~rd  for  sev- 
eral ji'ars.  learned  with  interest 
-of  hin  FPcent  murnagn  to  Mis.s 
Louis  Johnson,  of  Youngsvitle, 
N.  C  They  nrc  now  on  a  visit 
to  thi-  Rroom's   mother,   Mrs.  R. 


W.  Min  phis,  nl '  Iteitlsvillo. 

This  i.s  the  canning  season. for 
hoii.sewi\es  in  the  eommunity 
Much  fruit  and  vegetables  are 
being  put  up  fur  winter's  u^'e— h«; 


li;  Tin  fi'^Tind^nro  jiti 


Mr  'and  Mrs.  narry  Whireleyl 
and  nebeeea.  of  near  Greensboro, 
V  i.sited  rcttitrt«  licie, — SumUiy. — 


~Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wobort  MorplTIr.r 
of  Oxford.  Mrs.  .Sam  Wilson  and 

!  Mr.-;.  Ni'Vii  Mai'plUa,  or  Ueidbvili'.'. 

I  Ml-  ;m(l  Mrs.  Howard  Lilly,  of 
Green.sboro.  Mrs.  EvanReline  Mc- 
Millan, of    Winston-S.-Uem,  Mr. 

I  and  Mr."..  Ed.  M.    Anderson,  ot 


;alaville,_-  Mr!*nand'^ 
oore,  an<l  Bob  Moore/,  ehjoyi&d 


a  piaiKY^t^pper-,:Simday--j»jenin^ 
at  tiie  home  of  Mr..*  eiid  "Mrs'l 

Pugh.  :  .'■  

Quarterly  Con.  to  Meet 

— The~rourth~tiirarterljr-'  wnfeir-  i 
ence  for  R^idsviUe  circuit  '  v/ill  i 
meet  on-Slinday,  S^eptcmbejt- 1st, } 
al  Salem  churcfi.  Dr.  L.  D. ! 
Thompson,_presiding.  elder,  will' 
be- in  charge.  All  of -  the  ofIidal| 
I  members  of-  the  church  are  ox- 
Ipected  to  attenfl,  as  this  _is  the 
I  most  important  'conference  of  th"e' 
yev-ir. 

''  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.'  N.  Moore  cn- 
tprtained'  Tuesday  evening  ai  6 
rfclock  dinner  Mrs.  R.  W.  Morph^  ■ 


The  Leaksville  News 
11  July  1935 

1 00*  Birthday  To  Be  Observed 
Bethlehem  M  E.  Church  To  Have  Big  Celebration  Sunday,  August  1 1* 

A  big  home-coming  celebration  commemorating  the  100*  anniversary  of  the  Bethlehem 
Church  located  on  the  Lower  Leaksville-Reidsville  road  will  probably  be  held  the  second 
Sunday  in  August  and  not  this  Sunday  as  inadvertently  stated  in  the  Reidsville  Review 
and  Greensboro  Daily  News  last  week,  Rev.  T.V.  Crouse,  pastor,  announced  this  week. 

An  interesting  and  all  day  program  in  now  being  worked  out  by  the  committee  for  the 
observance  of  the  century  birthday  of  one  of  Rockingham  County's  oldest  churches. 

According  to  tentative  plans.  Rev.  R.D.  Thompson,  presiding  elder  of  the  district,  will 
deliver  the  morning  sermon  and  Honorable  Henry  P.  Lane  will  deliver  an  address  on  the 
history  of  the  church  in  the  afternoon.  Dinner  will  be  served  on  the  ground  picnic  style. 

A  large  crowd  is  expected  for  the  big  observance  and  all  former  pastors  and  members 
are  invited  to  attend. 

The  special  celebration  committee  is  composed  of  the  following:  Rev.  T.V.  Crouse, 
pastor,  Mesdames  E.W.  Pugh,  E  C.  Moore,  T.M.  Moore,  F.L.  Anderson,  Lawrence 
Williams,  Keene  Williams,  Miss  Lottie  Burton,  Olivia  Moore,  Jesse  Burton,  Mrs.  F.W. 
Grammon  and  Ralph  Williams. 

A  one  week  revival  service  being  conducted  by  Mr.  C  .L.  Steidly,  evangelist  of  High 
Point  and  the  pastor  is  now  in  progress.  Services  are  being  held  at  1 1  o'clock  a.m.  and  at 
8  o'clock  in  the  evening. 

The  Leaksville  News 
22  August  1935 
Bethlehem  Church  Celebrates  100*  Anniversary,  August  1 1* 

History  of  Noted  Methodist  Church  Given  By  Judge  Lane 

Served  By  48  Pastors  -  Two  Different  Buildings  -  Present  Membership  170 

(Editor  Note:  The  following  article  includes  excerpts  from  the  scholarly  and  eloquent 
historical  address  delivered  by  Honorable  Henry  P.  Lane  on  Sunday  afternoon,  August 
11*  at  the  100*  anniversary  celebration  of  the  establishment  of  the  Bethlehem  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  located  on  the  Leaksville-Reidsville  road). 

When  I  was  requested  to  prepare  a  paper  embracing  the  recital  of  the  100  year  history  of 
this  church,  I  gladly  accepted  this  task  and  it  is  a  happy  mission  that  brings  me  here 
today. 

To  you  who  are  in  love  and  reverence  for  those  who  have  gone  before  and  left  you  to 
this  glorious  heritage,  I  say  to  you  the  children  of  Bethlehem,  "Your  mother  loves  you 
still." 

I  am  not  an  alien  among  you  nor  a  stranger  within  your  gates.  I  was  brought  to 
Bethlehem  by  my  parents  when  I  was  5  years  old.  On  the  original  board  of  trustees,  are 


names  of  my  great-great  grandfather  and  grandfather  -  my  great  grandfather  -  my  step 
grandfather,  my  great-great  Uncle  and  my  great  Aunt  married  a  son  of  the  man,  who  gave 
the  land  for  the  church.  Indeed  it  is  a  hallowed  spot  for  me. 

Today  times  turn  magician  and  with  the  wind  of  enchantment  he  re-animates  the  dead 
past  and  around  us  at  this  moment  weaves  the  elusive  spell  of  history. 

Let  us  commune  with  our  forefathers  and  mothers  of  the  ancient  church  of  Methodism 
and  if  it  will  make  us  better  citizens,  better  Christians,  better  Methodist.  It  will  give  us  a 
clearer  insight  of  the  founding  fathers  and  deeper  reverence  for  the  principals  of  the 
founding  fathers  and  deeper  reverence  for  the  principals  of  the  church,  a  deeper  • 
conception  of  our  mission  to  the  world  and  a  higher  and  holler  resolved  to  transmit  to  our 

children's  children  unimpaired  the  heritage  which  our  ancestors  have  bequeathed  us  

Bethlehem  Church  was  established  in  1835,  53  years  after  the  Englishman,  Joseph 
Pilmoor,  had  come  down  from  Virginia  and  preached  the  first  Methodist  sermon  ever 
delivered  in  the  bounds  of  North  Carolina  at  the  historic  spot  on  the  banks  of  the 
Currituck  Sound  on  September  30*  1772,  From  that  time  on,  Methodism  spread  rapidly 
in  this  state. 

In  1750  the  first  settlers  had  come  into  what  is  now  Rockingham  County.  The  beautiful 
and  peaceful  Valley  of  the  Dan  had  attracted  a  fine  body  of  immigrants  to  this  section 
from  Eastern  Virginia,  then  came  English  and  Scotch.  From  Pennsylvania  down  the 
valley  of  Virginia  and  others  who  were  mostly  scotch-Irish  and  from  Virginia  and  South 
Carolina  came  the  Huguenots. 

When  those  pioneers  settled,  they  wanted  a  church,  a  school,  a  teacher  and  a  preacher. 
By  1835  this  section  had  progressed  a  great  deal  and  several  schools  and  churches  had 
been  established. 

Now  Lowe's  church  is  the  mother  of  Methodism  in  this  county.  Old  Carmel  is  a 
daughter  of  Lowe's  and  Bethlehem  is  the  daughter  of  Carmel  and  the  granddaughter  of 
Lowe's.  In  March,  1796,  Isaac  Lowe  conveyed  the  property  for  the  Lowe's 

church  and  Carmel  was  organized  after  1807.  It  is  fair  inference  that  the  people  of 

this  section  attended  the  meeting  at  Carmel  and  later  decided  to  build  a  church  of  their 
own. 

Judge  Lane  then  described  the  conditions  that  existed  about  1835  in  the  United  States 
and  in  North  Carolina.  "They  were  stirring  times,"  he  said.  He  also  told  about  the  "brush 
arbor"  worship  services  held  before  the  erection  of  the  church.  "Those  giant  Oak  and  the 
spirits  of  the  brave  men  and  women  are  the  only  things  that  are  here  today."  However,  the 
speaker  then  produced  a  small  saw  which  was  used  in  the  construction  of  the  first  church. 
It  now  belongs  to  Mr.  Keene  Ellington  

Lloyd  Waters  owned  land  here  and  his  home  I  am  informed  was  the  site  of  the  home  of 
our  honored  and  venerable  member  and  steward.  Brother  George  Moore. 

In  the  records  of  Rockingham  County,  I  find  a  deed  recorded  September  1833  which 
reads  as  follows:  "By  Lloyd  Waters  to  Thomas  Porter  Guerrant,  John  Moore,  Peter  D. 
Guerrant,  Thomas  F.  Wisdom  and  Taimman  Taylor,  Trustees  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  of  America. .  Beginning  at  a  Spanish  Oak  in  Water's  line  near  his  house  thence 
North  12  poles  to  stake,  thence  East  13  poles  to  stake,  thence  South  12  poles  to  a  stake, 
thence  West  13  poles  to  a  point  of  the  beginning  

"In  trust  they  shall  erect  or  build  or  cause  to  build  thereon,  a  house  for  worship  for 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  the  United  States  of  America  according 


The  first  Sunday  school  at  Bethlehem  was  organized  in  1880  and  the  Rev.  John 
Anderson,  a  local  minister  of  fine  ability  was  superintendent.  Others  included  W.  B. 
Moore  Jr.,  J.R.  Moore,  J.F.  More,  John  Thomas,  Thomas  Moore  and  the  present 
superintendent. 

The  new  church  era  began  in  about  1892  or  1893  when  the  new  church  building 
erected  and  the  old  structure  became  a  school  house  but  was  torn  down  within  a  few 
years.  Sitting  here  today  is  the  man  who  helped  build  the  church  and  also  the  one  at 
Carmel.  He  is  our  good  Christian  friend,  Mr.  J.M.  Hopper  of  Leaksville. 

Some  of  the  outstanding  men  and  women  of  the  church  who  have  gone  to  their  reward 
include  John  and  Fleming  Moore,  W.G.  Moore,  Frank  Moore  (Organist  for  35  years), 
John  B.  Moore  (50  years  a  steward),  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.T.  Ellington,  Aaron  Robertson,  R.  A. 
and  S.W.  Moir,  C.W,  Moir,  Mrs.  John  T.  Ellington  and  other  Ellington's,  Misses  Lizzie 
and  Sallie  Saunders,  Mrs.  Jas.  A.  Mobley  (1^  president  of  the  Women's  Missionary 
Society),  Mrs.  Thomas  A.  Moore,  Mrs.  Maggie  Moore  Anderson  (a  saintly  woman),  Mr. 
J.F.  and  A.H.  Dallas,  Mrs.  Nannie  Burton,  Mrs.  J.M.  Burton,  Mrs.  Fred  Carter,  Mrs. 
Nannie  Ratliffe,  Mrs.  Jas.  Thomas,  Mrs.  J.W.  Mobley  and  many  others.  (Beautiful 
tributes  were  paid  to  each  of  these  people. 

The  oldest  living  members  are  Mrs.  Mary  Ratliffe  Meador,  George  H.  Moore,  James 
H.  Thomas  and  J.M.  Burton. 

The  present  board  of  Stewarts  is  composed  of  J.M.  Burton,  E.W.  Pugh,  T.A.  Moore, 
J.L.  Burton,  J.J.  Ratliffe,  Ernest  Jarrell,  Ed  Moore,  Meador  Moore,  J.H.  Thomas. 

The  trustees  are  E.W.  Pugh,  J.M.  Burton,  Frank  Burton,  J.J.  Rathffe  and  J.I.  Anderson. 
At  the  present  time  membership  totals  about  170. 

In  conclusion  he  noted  that  the  Bethlehem  Community  as  the  most  outstanding  section 
in  the  county  which  attests  to  the  influence  of  the  church  during  the  last  100  years 


BETHLEMM 


Mr  nnH   Mm  W  ■  T  ■  Mnvrifird 


BETHLEHEM  METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH 

C'stabli.shocI  in  18.'')5.  The  pres'GrU  building,  .shown  above, 
wji.s  I  rL'cted  by  J.  M,  Hopper  and  a.s.sociatcs  in  1892. 


BeUflehem^Aug^  _20-— (^Special) 
— Mrs.  Buck  Pinnix,  oi  Reids- 
vUle,  visited  Mrs.  Thomas  Tal- 
ley  the  past  week-end. 

Mrs.  'James  Darlington  'aticf 
srriaU  daughter,  pf  Winston- 
Salem,  visited  relatives  here  last 

week.   —    -*  ^j- 

.Miss  -Lottie  Burton  and  niece, 
fiacfaefczriiejancey^=are^penaing 
this  week  with  the  former's  sis- 
ter,. Mrs,  J.  H;  Whitley,  i^ear 
Greensboro.  ,  ..  

T.  A.  Moore  and  family,  Mr. 
and  Mfs.  C.  F.  Burtort  and  boys, 
Mrs.  W.  F.  ,  Moore    and    C.  W. 


Womble,  of  Goldston,  were  din 
ner  guests^Sunday  ...of    Mr.  and 
Mrs.  John  L.  Ross  at  their  home 
near  Bethany  High  school.  The 
occasion~W'as-Mr.  r  Mqgre's  bii-th^ 


day. 


and   lliTla    tinmdaunliLni'.  Bmi^ 


turned  home    Sunday  afternoon 


after  a  weke's-  viSil"  16  Ivir.  and 
Mrs.  E.  W.  Pugh. 

II.-B.  Clab  Met 
The  Woman's    Home  Demon- 
sliution  chib>NVati -dclijthtfjAtbf-en-^ 
tertaincd    last  Wednesday  after- 


■noon  in"  tii^  attfTictfve  -hpme^  if 
Vn;  W.  K.  Yci^tTTaear-  Leaks-^i 
vfl^.  bttt  to.  tbe  extrerrieljy  busr 
seaMp, '  the  ■  attendance  was  liot 
as  lajfe  as  uicial  iaild  •  the  Hterary 
VTOgram  was  omitted-  The  Hoipae, 
Aifexd  anA    chib'  .m 
cussed  sonfe    fau^ness  matters, 
foUbWfed  by  a  social  hour  during 
whidi.  refreihxnsrfts  were'  served. 
-""$oine"  TmusuaHy  good  bards-et- 
bright-' tobacco  .  are  being  cured^ 
ytlthis-sectioh  it  iF~ learned.  The 
best  in  years,  the  farmers  say. 
Rev.  T,  V.  Grouse  will  fiU  hii 


ie'^u7ki__apt>omtTMEnt'--t;ci'5^ 
day  afternoon  at  3  o'clock., 


"Thursday,  September  1,  i^fiO 


lurch" 

Marking  125th  Anniversary 


By  ROSE  MARIE  ADAMS 


munlties,  the  life'of  the  cqm/fiunity 
that-is -"known  as  'Bethlehem-^ancf 
which  lies  nestled  in  tKe  rolling 
hilly  section  of  RockinghauL  couiit. 
ty,  about  seven  miles  Southeast  of 
Leaksville  on  thie  "olri  RpiH.!ving 


road,"  revolves  largely  about  the 
religious  and-sQcial  activity. 
 Tn  trareJhR  history  of  Bethla- 


hem  is  to  trace,  the  history  of  its 
church.'which  is  marking  its  125th 
anniversary.  Throughout  its  cen- 


tury  and  d  nuaiLur  faf_^xisttocp,  U 
has  been  closely  identified-v/ith  the 
^community,  in  joy'and~in  sorrow, 
_  richly  endowing  the  staunch'  and 
prosperous   farm    families  who 
comprise  the  people  with  a  fine 
'■sense  of  pshteousness  and-d^voUt 
spirit   toward    the   teachings  of 

-Christr—  — —  

The  Betfalehem    community  is 


'  strictly  rurair  its   citizens,  being 
made  ug  of'  prosperous,  industri- 
ous farmei s,  "nearly "aTI  of  whom 
own  their  own  homes. 
..  _  TJi&jiip.n.egr-settr&rs  nf  this  lovfo^ 
.  \y  coimtry5icle  eame"  dowts—from- 
\Virginla  over  150  years-  ago  and 
=iiel:Uettrttloitgn^e:ba[iies  -of  thCTJair 
river,  later  moving  -up   into  the 
-hl,lls-and-higher-ground-thqt-be- 


came  ihe  sfettiement  of  Bethlehem. 

Tlhese  early  settlgj^s  in  the  Bethi" 
lelierri''  cbmimmS^fT5ractVc^"lheir 
J^esleyanisrnJLa  hiomea^and.  .xitca-' 
sional,  "bnish  arbor  meetings"  un- 
=-tjr  ■1885.  ■  That,-  -yea£r=it^ppeaEs.= 
Uoyd  \Waters,  a  pioneer  settler 
eg.ve.Jpr  a,  church  the^  same  blo*- 


or  landl^ijn  Ose  'today. 

An  unidoctunented  explaination 
is  *■  that  ^^olks  were  irispiredl  cu , 
biiilJ  ~by  'a  }/it.  Carmei-  camp- 
jneelingTduking  thp  Andrew-Jack— 
son  era."*In  tatt^MtT'  Carmei;  only 
a  few  miles^^away,  is  called  "the 
mother  of  Bethlehem  church." 

After  building  their  homes;  one 
of  the  jirst  things  that  the  early, 
settlers  did  was    to    establish  a 
— chm-ehHPha  t-  was  ..bgclt— Itt— IgtSr 
and  the  church  w^S  called  Bethle- 
.  hem— "House  of  Bread"  —  being 

nfmprtHia  Hrthplarto       i-hri-it  "  . 

Bethlehem  Qiiurch 
jrrJSitualed-ron— a"  knoUr^terlcioltii 
Ing  .miles  of  beautiful  country- 
-sjdej_  the'  Bethlehem',  Methodist 
church  cofhmands  one' Of  the  most 
inspiring  scenes  as  the  panorama 
o^— miles- of  ,  Rockinghani  county 
-unJ^olds-  before  one's  vision.  Dot- 
ted amQng.4he  treesTgre"  spires  ot 
-,ch«rches  and  now  and  then  the 
^smoke-^fEorh   some  _lod.us try  in 
-Leaksville,  Spray,  Draper  or  ReidS- 
viUe rian  be  seen-and  on-  clear 
days  sparkle  as  a  shimmering  light 
from  a  many  facet  diamond  points 
the  .way  to  the  big  School  field 
mills  at  Danville,  Va. 

Then  you  turii  and  fook  at  the 
church  that  for  so  many  years 
has  helped  guide  the  destiny  of  the 
community,  the  joys  -and  sorrows 
that  have  p&ssed  between  itsjlosrs. 
and  tRen  your  glance  follows  a 
path  to  the  back  where  the  bid 
cemetery  witlx/tomhfitonp';  that  ar£. 
crumbling  is  the  .  focal  point  of  i 
those  who  have  passed  on.  The 
newer  cemetery  is  ^  nearer-  the 
church. 

The  church  today  represents  a 
beautiful  "and  modern  edifice  in  a 
T  shape.  The  main  auditorium  is 
plastered,  this  being  done4n  a  re- 
noyatiop  of  the  church  in  1940 
at  which  "time  the- ceiling,  whi^^h 


BETHLEHEM  CHURCH 


jjftiaed  .ta^giye  a^mor  ejorta^psd, 
spacious  appear aiice.  ^'^arawooa 
floors  were  laid,  a  choir.  loTt  built. 
That  was  the  year  that.  J.  K.  El- 
lington gave  a  handsome  walnut 
communion  tablp. . 

The  lyalls  of-  the  interiDF-are  o< 
a  soft  grey  that  harmonize  with 
'"4^6.  grey  of  the  woodwork  and 
the  _gjey   pews.   The   woqdwork  [ 
^f  Uie^altar  is  or  beautiful  dark  - 
oak  and  the  floor  carpet  is  a  dark  | 
rose.  The  windows  are  of  frosted 
glass  jn  a  subdued  color.' 

In  addition  to  the  beautification 
of  the  church  auditorium  five 
Sunday  school  cIassr<ioms  have 
been  built  A  front  porch- with  four 
-big  white  columns  and  "cement 
floor  with  brick  trim  have  been 
added  viFhich  greatly  enhance,  the 
attractiveness  and  dignity  of  the 
exterior  of  the  church.  The  entire 


gegration  was  lortunate  m  having 
this  master  builder  to  assist  in 
the -building  of  its  first  church. 
—He-alsp -built- the-rfif6t-cburch-iB 
Leaksville. 

-,-  In-the  eafly-days  the-pastor.  that 
served  'Bethlehem,  served  Leajts- 
vllle,    Wentwprth,    Mt.  Carmcl, 
-  Salem  and'  Lowe's^  The  current 
pastor' serve j.'only  four  churches-- 
"  Bethlehem,  Wentwor.th,  Haiem  and 
-Livvf's.-  It-Is  at  Lowe's  where  the 

parsonage       located  and  where 
the  present  pastor,  the  ftev.  J. 
Kincaid  lives. 

During  the  "first  105  years  only 
i^two.^mildixiJs  servEd"a^':thg  place- 
-oT"w&rsnip.  Ihe  .present  house  oT 
worship  was  erected  68  ye'ars  a"-"^ 


-^■uildiiig  it.  uaiuleU  wliHt!. 

100th  Anniversary 

The  lOOth- anniversary  celebra- 
tion of  the  founding  of  Bethlehem 
Methodist  Episcopal  church  was 
held  August  11,  1935.  .Judge  Lane 
was  the  princXpaT  speaker  and  the 
occasion  was  an  overwhelming 
success;-  ' 

To  the  ancestors  o£  the  late 
Judge  Henry  P.  Lane,  of  Leaks- 
ville,. cfedit  is  largely  due  for  the 
founding  of  the  church,  several  of 
them  being  on  the  board  of  ste- 
wards and  trustees  of  its  early  or- 
~  ganization. 

The-Moores  who'  came  down, 
from  Prince  Edwards  cgiinty.  Ya^ 
■were  also  among^ the  early  families 
of  BeTHleFTem,  as  were  th*  TRaf^ 
liffes,  Andersons,  Wilsons  and  Wil- 
liari)sest.  Aaron  Robertson  and  his 
"vvTfe7'  Becky,  "who"  owned~whatr-ir 
knovim  as  the  "Old  Price"  home- 
stead, which  was  destroyed  in  a 
fire  many  year_s  agOj-were"-  active 
rpembe.'s  and  s~upport'ers  "of  the 
church.  , 

Dr.  Edward  T.  Broadnax  ("Old" 
Doc  Broadnax,"  as  he  was  famili- 
arly nalled-V-while-noiL  a  Methocli;>t 
but  an  Episcopalian,  was  an  at- 
tendant and  loyal  contributor  to 
the  early  Bethlehem  church. 

In  1833  the  Rev.  Benton  Field 
came  to  Rockingham  county  to 
live  near  Carmei  church,  and 
there-  married  Martha,  the  daugh- 
ter of  Thomas  Porter  Guerrant. 
In  1842  he  moved  to  Leaksville 
whprp  he  resided  until  his  d.fath. 
For  ,45  years  he  was  in  the  minis- 
try and  continued  to  preach. 

•  He  was  ari  expert  builder  aiid 
.<:iirvevor  andTthe  Bethlehem  con- 


and  w^s" constHIctTa  oy  tne  Tare 
J.  M.  "Hopper,  veteran  Leakivilie 
contractor.   .  


One 


^4*86  Earthquake   = 

of   the    most  Interesting 


events  happening  in._the  histor.y  oi- 
Bethlehem  cliurch  is  a  story  the 
momhnrg  tpU  nn-thpir-anrpjilnn;,-^ 


story  that  may  not  be  true 
certainly  sounds  exciting. 


but 


-when^.g  calamitous  hail  stmiii  Iril 
on  the  countryside,  coinciding  as 
perfectly  as  if  "the  Rev.'  Bar- 
-rett  had-planncd^t-  w-igt-the  onnh-'- 
quake  and  the  revival.  The  after- 
math  oflliis  excitmg  ewnt  result- 


rt  was  the  year  1886  that  Rock- 
ingham county  experienced  its 
only  earthquake,  or  at  least,  the 
only  one  there,  ig  on  record. 
r A-t-  ^hat-tliiiJ  and  uii  that  date: 
the  pastor  of  Bethlehem  church, 
the  Rev.  R.  G.  Barrett,  in  his  first 
year  of  ministery  at  the  church 
was  holding  a  "protracted  meet- 
ing." And  th%  greatest  revival  in 
history  of    the    church  resulted 


ed,  it  has  been  said,  in'  folks  who 


had  been  written  off  -  the  booka. 
anxiously  showing  up  at  Bethlc - 
hem^s  altar. 

1886  Outstandln«r  Year 
1886  was  an  outstanding  year  in 
_.  The_year_1886  was  an  outstand- 
ing one  in  Bethlehem's  history  be- 
-gauae..it:-rnatkedithe  eiUry:;  of-tfi'f" 
church  into  its  second  half-century 
xil  service  to  its  community.  Tin: 
congregation  even  then  must  have 
realized  that  the  church  was  firm- 
ly established,  because  most  of  the 
written  records  are  dated  after 
1886. 

To  a  request  some  years  ago, 
the  latc^.  J.  Ratliffe,  outstanding 
citizen'  and    splendid  Christian 

man   save  SlOOfl  tn  thp  Rpthiphpn-i 


churcn:  wun  uus  suosiamao.  ^um 
as  a  start,  and  with  the  assistance 
of  members  with  the  aid  of  {heir 
pastdf,  mnch  neede€l — improv'e- 
mentsjiave.  been  made  to  the 
church. 

That  was  the  yeaf  that  J.  K. 
Ellington  gave  a  handsome  waJnut 
communion  table,  while  JVlrs.  J  .S, 
Wilson  presented  the  church  with 
a  red  velvet  table  cover  and  a 
piano  scarf.  " 

Former  Pastors  ^ 

"of  the  Bethlehen;r  churoh  is  how 
mostly^-fef^-io-theM maginaiion  -and 
stories  handed  down  from  the 
forefathers  were  in  times  both 
stirring  and  turbulent,  t4mes  in- 
cluding Civil  War  days. 

The  following  req9rd\of  fh?  pas- 
tors vvho -served  thfi_  -(^buwh  in— 
cluae:  D.  B.  Nicholson.  l^SSTsWil-- 
liam  Anderson,  V  ;3;  William 
Brown,  1839;  Wiiiiam  '^yurner, 
1840;  William  Albea,  1841;,  John 
Rich,  1843;  James   D.  Lunrhsden, 

jB44^William  C}os3,  1845;  P.  'Wr 
Archer  and  T.  S.  Cassidy,  -}fi46; 
Jeremiah"  Johnson,  1847;  ^William 
Anderson,  1849;  Numa  R.  Keid, 
1850;  D.  W.  Doub,  1-852;  Joshua 
Bethel,  1854;  I.  W.  Aven,  1856; 
Alfred  Nornian,  1858;  D.  R.  Bru- 
ton,  1860;  C.  M.  Pepper,  1862-63. 
Other  names  without  the  dates  of 
their  pastorale  were  M.  C.  Thom- 

Wi  Til  Qp'^""^'^-,  "  B-<rratt|,. 

John  W.  Lewis,  -W.  C.  Norman, 
Robah  Bumpass,  V.  A.  Sharpe,  J. 
Ed  Thompson  and  W.  S.  Hales;  R. 
P.  Troy  1885.90. 

"According  to  our  rdcords,"  Mrs. 
C.  F.  Burton  was  saying,  "We  find 
that  in  1883  Rev.  N.  E.  Coltraln 
was  the  pastor  and  served  through 
1885.  In  1885  the  records  show. 
(Rev..  Coltrain  pastor  and  J.  R. 
Moore  secretary),  that  the  pastor 
was  paid  $135  and  conference  col- 
lections $29." 

The  pastors  from  1886  include 
G.  F.  Round,  who  moved  to  the 
Oregon  conference  and  left  the 
church  in  charge  of  J.  H.  Ander- 
-son.  The  next  was- -Br. — P-. — Troy, 
then  J,  C.  Thoma«,  W,  F.-Womble, 
J.  M.  Price,  E.  J.  Poe,  begette,  A. 
S.  Raper,  Seymour  Taylor,  A.  L. 
Aycock,  A.  J.  Burris,  T.  C,  Jordan,. 
TrL;  Towhsend,  C.  "F.  Sherrill,  C. 
P.  Goode,  J.  T.  Ratledge  (who  was 
ill  for  awhile  and  a  supply  was 
sent).  W.  F.  Kiker,  W.  R.  Harris, 
T.  V.  CroUse,  Byron  Shanlde,  J. 
C.  Swaim  and  C.  F.  Isley,  J.  W. 
Lasley,  J.-G.  Aired  and  now  Rev. 
J.  P.  KIncaid  who  has  been  the 
■pastor  for  the 'past  two-years. 

The  one"  serving  the  longest  was 
the  Rev.  T.  V.  Grouse  who  served 
the  church  for  1 1  jfears  and  is  still 
requested  for  most  of  the  funerals. 
The-^ev.  Crouse  now  '  lives  in 
Stokesdale. 

Bethlehem  Charch  1960  ' 
The  membership  of  Bethlehem 
Methodist  church  stands  at  180 
and  Mrs. .  j;  Frank  -Moore— is— the-  - 
oldest  member.  The  Rev.  J.  P. 
Kincaid  is  the  pastor  and  Mrs. 
Thomas  Mooi*'  heads  the  official 
board'  composed  of  the  following 
stewards:  William  Dallas,  H.  L. 
Hayiies,  F.  E.  Gammori,-Lewrence 
Williams,  A.  C.  Burton,  C.  F.  Bur- 
ifln.  E.  C.  Mnni-R,  Edward-Mecdoiy 
J.  T.  GiUispie,  J.  R.  Jarrell,  R.  B. 
stewart,.J..N.-M6Dre,- J'  I.  Ander- 
son, W.  F.  Burton,  J.  K.  Williams 
and  Luther-  Burton;  "  . 

The  trustees  .  are  Jesse  Burton, 
Edgar   Thomas,  iTiOmaa  Tallev. 
 TTMe 


Lawrence  jfowell,  Meador  Moore, 
James  Carter;  parsonage  trustee, 


Mrs.  Lawrence    Powell,  chair- 
man of  membership  and'  evange- 
lisjtv-i  Mrg.-43har}es^  Burren;"xfaatt^ 
"rrian   of  """education ;    TRoma  > 
Moore  Jr..  chairman,  finanr^'  Mrs. 
WelT 


mmon.thairtriah,  missionsj 
JVIrs.  JoelMgasiar, .  Christian  Soci- 
afTie]atin 


Mrs^Nell  Gammon  is  pianist. 
^C¥rolyn  Powell  is  president  of  the 
Youth  FeUpwship: 
^-The-SuHday-^sehool  -has  3n  ot- 
•rollment  of  80  members  and  the 
^supertntondtirrt-iM  Fiud'mliK  Gxtm- 
mon.  There  are  seven  teachers. 

Mrg  _W,.  -T..-JUra-vnarri-nf= 


boro  was  the  first  president  of  the 
f  irst.  Worpan's  Missionary  Society, 
which  was  organized  in  1908.  Mrs. 
Charles  Burton  Jr.,  is  the  current 

j^ejldgnt3Tf-ttte_s_ociety_.  i-  —  ;~ 

Future  Plans 
Plans  are  under  consideration 
■for,  a  tentative  building  program 
for  the  proposed  new  education 
building,"  according  to  Mrs.  Char- 
les F.  Burton,'  who  gave  us  the  inr 
-to-mation  of  this — teaLilirui  old 
church. 

"Our  Sunday  school  is  growing," 
-Mxs — Bm4»n  caid,  "ond  wt;  necj-- 
recreational  f  a  cj  U  t_i  e^"I5r  pur 
It  Is — our — plan 


-ier 


start  as  soon  as  possible  on  this 


praject?  

Mrs.  Burton  is  a  descenri,nril  of 
the  RatUffes  and  Moores.  Her 
grandTnothef  oh  her"fa~ther's  side 
was  Lucy  Ratliffe  and  her  i;rand- 
iather  was  W.  B.  Moore,  pioneer 
settlers.  The  Burtons^  are  all  life 
lonB~mpn-ihpr;.n-r--3hif-  ^Sefhlehem 

church,  Mrs.     Rnrtnji     ^airl  ■  A"d-- 


their  home.is  ont  of  the  oldest  and 
best  known  landmarks  in  the  com- 
munity. Their  second  son  thi.-  Rev. 
John  M."*  Burton,  Methodist  minis- 
ter of  Oak  Ridge  and  Morehead 
Methodist  churches  near  Green-.- 
boro.  The  only  full  time  minister 
from  Bethlehem  at  this  time. 


Bethlehem,  Sept.'  2.— (Special) 
— Siiss  Olivia  Moore  spent  the 
week-end  with  Miss  Edna  PoW- 


cli  ncar^^^^gpy  .^ipf'^c-  _  ,  , 

Mrs.  W.  F  Burton^  MrlT  "Wel- 
don  J.  Gammon  and  son,  Fred- 
erick, Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  M. 
Shreve  spent  the  week-enS'  in 
Washington,  D.  C  They  return- 
ed home  Monday  -night.  >. 

^Irs.  Louis  Moore  and  ■  two 
small  sons,  Lindbergh  and  Bud- 
dy,- of  LeaksviUe,  have  been  on 
a  visit  to  Mesdames  G.  H.  Moore 
and  Ed  C.  Moore,  recently. 

Miss  Louisfe  Womble,  of  Golds- 
[ton,  arrived  Tuesday  for  a  week's 
j  visit  to  Mrs.  Charles  ..Burton.  _ 
H.-B.  Clnb  to  Meet  11th 

The_  H.-B.  Woman's  Home 
■Demonstration  club  will  meet 
IWedTiesday,  Sept.  lUh,  in  the 
home  of  the  president,  Mrs.  Ern- 
est Fulcher,  Please  all  members 
attend.  5"  SqpT  l<l3S 
4th  Quarterly  Conference 

The  fourth  quarterly  confer- 
eaca-ior  the  H«idsviile-^  circurt 
met  Sunday  afternoon  at  Salem 
church  near  RcidsviUe:  Rev.  L. 
D.  Thompson,  presiding  elder, 
v.  as  present  and  preached  a  fine  ^ 
sermon.  i 

The  Y.  P.  Division  of  the  lo- j 
cal  church  will  be  entertained  1 
Saturday  night  in  the  hom'^  "ofj 
Mrs.  T.  Meador  Moore.       '  j 

Mrs.  Olivia  Mobley,  of  Dan-i. 
Lillle.  .AViis  .  ihe__  .iiSfili^end^guestli 
-ot  iaf5-.  "J."thrthafr  Moore.  Other  | 

'_a^\p^r•:       Snnrlnv       'IT!'"^'''^ lYI*"^'..' 

jjera  Crarg,  inrs.  Neva  Morphis,;'- 
'  .Mr.'-  afig-"  Mr^r.^  i?3t)crf^'"Mdrpffi*:~ 
M.'-s. -H,  Mebl&yi  and  Mart-;i 
ann^  MctVlL'.v,  oT  ni'MsvllK'. — ^ 
Rev.  T    V.  Crou.sc  and  grand-  i 


'daughter,  Adelaide  PowelV  'ot 
Reidsvillt,  were  dinner  guests 
Wednesday  of  Miss  Lottje  Bur- 
ton.i 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gray^oar  Mitch- 
ell and    Mrs.    Jim    Mitchell;  of 

Ahoskie.  N-  C.  were  wesfcsfind.. 

guests  of  the  lattcr's  sisten  Airs. 
"Rliiaof  Ivfopre.  They  attend- 
ed the  Dallas  reunion  Sunday 
and  retumed  to  their  home 
.Monday. 

Everyone  hereabouts  enjoyed 
reading  Judge  Lane's  fine  his- 
torical address  on  "The  History 
of  Bethlehem  Church",  in  a  re- 
cent isue'  of  The  Leaksvillc 
News.  This  church  has  been 
making  history  for  a  hundred 
years,  but  this  is  the  first  Ume 
Its  history  has  been  recorded. 
Each  copy  should  be  .  preserved 
for  it  is  valuable. 


Bethlehem  Methodist  Church  Cemtery 


WILLIAI4S,   J.   M.    29  Oct   1852   -   31  Jan  1903,    same  stone  as  Elizabeth 
Ellington  Williams 
,   Elizabeth  Ellington,   wife  of  J.   M.   Williams,    27  Feb 
1856  -  1  Oct  1924,    same  stone  as  J.   M.  Williams 
WILLIAMS,   Wm.    Early  8  Mar  1887   -  10  Mar  1947    (American  Legion 
Emblem) 

WILLIAMS,   Francis  Edward  "Buster"   21  Oct  1916  -  10  May  1980 
WILLIAT^S,   James  Keen  19  Nov  1389   -  25  Jan  1974 
WILLIAMS,    Fannie  F.    28  Apr  1894   -  2  Mar  1982 

TALBOTT,    Infant  son  of  Roy  &  Shirley  Talbott,    24  Oct  1972 

COX,   Grade,   daughter  of  John  &  Lizzie  Cox,   9  Apr  1908  -  24  Sep 
1910,    aged  2ys  5ms  15ds 

LIVENGOOD,   Michael  Scott  23   Dec   1953   -   16  Sep  1959 


LIVENGOOD,   Richard  Dennis  19  Apr  1955  -   19  Apr  1955 
LIVENGOOD,   Joy  Magdelene  23  Aug  1932   -   13  Oct  1932 
LIVENGOOD,    Frances  Josephine  23  Jan  1930  -  23  Jan  1930 

SHROPSHIRE,   William  T.    7  Aug  1840  -  23  Apr  1926,   husband,  same 
stone  as  Sarah  Gibson  Shropshire 
,   Sarah  Gibson  12  Oct  1858  -  13  Nov  1925,   wife,  same 
stone  as  William  T.  Shropshire 

LIVENGOOD,   Florence  Crews,   wife  of  C.   H.   Livengood,    13  May  1886  - 
26  Mar  1930 

WEAVER,   Pauline  Livengood  15  Mar  1914  -  6  Aug  1984,  mother 

LIVENGOOD,   Hettie  Jane,   wife  of  C.   H.   Livengood,    29  Jun  1884  - 
26  Oct  1918 

CORUM,   William  Pink  12  Feb  1866  -  28  Apr  1945,  uncle 
CORUM,   Richard  Payton  1857  -  1943,    father,    same  stone  as  Alice 
Hazlip  Corum 

,   Alice  Hazlip  1864  -  1905,   mother,    same  stone  as  Richard 

Payton  Corum  y 

BURTON,   James  Lewis   5  Jul   1949   -   19  Jan  1986 

AMOS,   Mary  P.    31  Aug  1824   -  20  Jul   1911,    age  87 

BURTON,   Allen  C.    23  Aug  1395   -   13  Jun  1979,   married  25  Jun  1924, 
same  stone  as  Minnie  J.  Burton 
,   Minnie  J.    1  Dec  1902  -  5  Jun  1999,    same  stone  as  Allen  C. 
Burton 


I 


Bethlehem  Methodist  Church  Cemtery 


BURTON,    Lottie  Belle,    dau  of  John  M.    &  Emma  A.    Burton,    2  Fab  1890 
16  May   197  3 

BURTON,   Jesse  O.,    son  of  J.   M.    &  Emma  Burton,    8  Mar  1886  -   19  Mar 

1906,    age  20ys  lids 
BURTON,   Sidney   23   Feb  1903   -  7  Apr  1903,    son  of  J.   N.    &  Emma  A. 

Burton,   same  stone  as  Edward  Burton 
,    Edward  23   Feb  1903   -  9  Jun  1903,    son  of  J.   M.    &  Emma  A. 

Burton,   same  stone  as  Sidney  Burton 
BURTON,   Emma  Amos,   wife  of  John  M.    Burton,    19  Jun  1861  - 

3  May  1913,  mother 
BURTON,   John  M.    27  Sep  1854   -  15  Jan  1936,  father 

MATLOCK,   William  L.    19  Jul   1851  -  30  Mar  1901 

MATLOCK,    Frances  A.   Kernodle,   wife  of  William  L.   Matlock,    1845  - 
1926 

MATLOCK,   William  Richard  Gordon  22  Oct  1875  -  20  Nov  1904 
MATLOCK,    Ila  Sue  1921  -  1927 

MATLOCK,   Annie  Miller  Ware,   wife  of  John  Burgess  Matlock, 

1885   -  1972 
MATLOCK,   John  Burgess  1877   -  1951 

ADAMS,   Mary  Matlock,   wife  of  Oswell  J.   Adams,    1879  -  1944 

WARE,   Susan  Anna  Matlock,   wife  of  Sterling  Ansel  Ware,  M.D., 
5  May   1884   -  22   Sep  1965 

STRATTON,  Vivian  M.  Jan  1932  -  Nov  1959 
STRATTON,  Howard  L.  Dec  1905  -  Jan  1965 
STRATTON,    Madie  H.    25  Oct   1903   -  25  Jan  1985 

DALLAS,   Russell  26  Mar  1896  -  7  Nov  1944    (American  Legion  Emblem) 
DALLAS,    Mary  L.    3   Oct   1897   -   22  Sep  1974 
DALLAS,   Mary  J.    20  Aug  1872   -   10  Sep  1958 
DALLAS,    Frank  Smith  10  Jan  1871   -   19  Mar  1944 

KING,   Sara  Burton  21  Jun  1899   -   12   Dec  1978 

KING,   William  Seward   12  Sep  1895  -  10  Dec  1969,    NC  PVT  BTRY  B  317 
FLD  ARTY  WW  I 


HOWE,   Nancy  Burton  24  Jul   1891  -  22  Nov  1976 
FULCHER,   Margaret  Lee  30  Jun  1929   -  6  Jul  1929 

BURTON,   W.   G.    24  Jul   1862   -  29  Nov  1899,    same  stone  as  Wilmoth 
Hancock  Burton 

,   Wilmoth  Hancock,   wife  of  W.   Goodwin  Burton,    1863  -  1913, 
same  stone  as  W.   G.  Burton 

WILSON,   Jesse  Newton,    son  of  Sam/l  &  Lizzie  Wilson,    23  Nov  1893  - 

17  Jan  13  9  7 
WILSON,    Samuel  S.    29   Dec  1367   -  3   Dec  1945 
WILSON,    Lizzie  W.    30  Mar   1373   -   4  Jan  1957 
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MOORE,   James  Fulton  26  Jan  1924  -  29  Jan  1924 
MOORE,   Thomas  Meador  1  Apr  18  91  -  9  Jul  197  3 
MOORE,   Emma  Dallas  24  Apr  1888  -  6  Feb  1974 
MOORE,   Sallie  Bell  28  Feb  1920  -  3  Dec  1996 
MOORE,   Nannie  J.    13   Feb  1848   -  24  Dec  1932 

MOORE,  James  W.   21  Dec  1859  -  6  Jan  1938,    father,   same  stone  as 

Mollie  Belle  Smith  Moore 
,  Mollie  Belle  Smith,   his  wife,   27  Nov  1859  -  11  Jan  1938, 

mother,   same  stone  as  James  W.  Moore 
MOORE,  William  Oscar  14  Mar  1894  -  10  Nov  1943 

HINES,  Jarvis  Owen  24  Jun  1883  -  2  Jul  1954 
HINES,  Pearl  Moore  9  Oct  1886  -  13  Aug  1975 

WELCH,   Gertrude  Hines  6  Jun  1921  -  14  Nov  1999 

MAYNARD,  William  Ira  1  Oct  1872  -  27  Oct  1962,    father,   same  stone 
as  Maude  M.  Maynard 
,   Maude  M.    12  Jan  1879  -  5  Oct  1973,   mother,   same  stone  as 
William  Ira  Maynard 

i 

MOORE,  J.  Nathan  17  May  1880  -  7  Sep  1961,   same  stone  as  Bessie  D, 
Moore 

,  Bessie  D.   16  Sep  1876  -   (no  death  date) ,  same  stone  as 
J.  Nathan  Moore 

ANDERSON,   Gordon  2  4  Nov  1919   -  4  Feb  19  57 

ANDERSON,   Infant  son  of  Mary  &  Gordon  Anderson   (no  dates) 


ANDERSON,   John  Inge  8  Sep  1880  -  28  Dec  1960 

ANDERSON,  Margaret  Moore,  wife  of  John  I.  Anderson,   15  May  1882  - 
16  Jun  1932 

ANDERSON,    Florence  E.    17   Dec  1902   -  14  Apr  1922 

MOORE,  Annie  Mobley,  wife  of  J.  R.  Moore,  7  Apr  1352  -  16  Jan  191; 
MOORE,   John  Robert  7  Mar  184  6  -  4  Nov  192  2 

MOORE,  Ellen  E.   Mobley,  wife  of  John  R.  Moore,   7  Jun  1841  - 
27  Mar  1894 

MOORE,  Janie  C,   dau  of  J.  R.   &  Ellen  E.  Moore,    1876  -  1894 

DALLIS,  Sallie  D. ,  wife  of  J.  F.  Dallis,  25  Feb  1860  -  12  Feb  189{ 
DALLAS,   John  Fulton  19  May  1853  -  6  Mar  1922 

DALLAS,   Nannie  J.   Burton,  wife  of  John  F.   Dallas,   13  Oct  1857  - 
19  Jun  1935 

MITCHELL,   Cora  Dallas  23  Aug  1880  -  16  Jun  1955 
MITCHELL,   James  Wheeler  23  Jul   1877   -  30  Nov  1961 

CARTER,   Mattie  S.   Thomas  8  Apr  1887   -  5  Sep  1932 
CARTER,    Fred  W.    1885   -  1950 
CARTER,    Edward  T.    1913   -  1975 
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WALKER,   Sallie  8  Nov  1910  -  24  Jun  1936,  sister 

WALKER,   Tyre  Watson  24  Aug  1877  -  7  Oct  1951,    father,   same  stone  c 
Lavada  Norman  Walker 
,   Lavada  Norman  23  Dec  1882  -  1  Jan  1933,   mother,   same  stont 
as  Tyre  Watson  Walker 

SHELTON,   Larry  Andrew,   son  of  Mr.   &  Mrs.  C.   C.   Shelton,   12  Sep  19: 
3  Aug  1940 

MARTIN,   Cerver  A.   Hobson  21  Apr  1899  -  29  Aug  1928 
MARTIN,   Gertrude,  dau  of  C.  H.   &  Lucy  Martin,  born  &  died  3  Mar 
1921 

CARTER,   Ed  Thomas  born  &  died  26  Mar  1939 

BARNES,  M.   D.    1  Mar  1855  -  5  Feb  1929,   same  stone  as  Paulina  Alcoi 
Barnes 

,   Paulina  Alcorn,  wife  of  M.   D.   Barnes,   6  Jan  1883  - 
27  Mar  1926 

BARNES,   William  B.   16  Aug  1885  -  19  May  1916,   age  30ys  10ms  8ds 
BARNES,   Edgar  R.  Russell,   son  of  M.   D.   &  P.   P.   Barnes,   2  Mar  1,902 
25  Jun  1905 

LILLARD,   Dewey   (no  dates) 
LILLARD,  Mary   (no  dates) 
LILLARD,   Moses    (no  dates) 

ANDERSON,    Carolyn  L.    27  Jul  1941 

ANDERSON,   Edward  R.    29  Oct  1916  -  29  Jul  1976 

ANDERSON,    Irene  G.   20  Apr  1918  -   (no  death  date) 

MOBLEY,   James  A.    20  Oct  1866  -  22  Apr  1902,    same  stone  as  Minnie 
Ratliffe  Mobley 

,  Minnie  Ratliffe,  wife  of  James  A.  Mobley,   24  Oct  186fl 
31  Jul  1902 

MOBLEY,   Clyde  Washington,   son  of  J.  A.   &  M.   K.   Mobley,    6  Nov  1895  - 

21  Nov  1905 

MOORE,  Infant  Ruth  18  Oct  1923 

MOORE,  Eloise  M.    18  Sep  1897   -  13  Jul  1973 

MOORE,  Ed  C.    19  May   1896   -   15  Mar  1982 

MOORE,  Frank  C.    17  Aug  1892  -  16  Dec  1973 

WALKER,   Thomas  J.    13  Mar  1900  -  29  Dec  1973 
WALKER,    Elizabeth  M.    18  Mar  1898  -  26  Nov  1974 

CARTER,   James  D.    15  Dec  1898   -23  Jan  1982 

CARTER,   Willie  Frances  J.    6  Mar  1898  -  25  Aug  1993 

BURTON,    Ivey  Moore  9  Sep  1904  -  27  Feb  1974,   mother,   same  stone  as 
Charles  F.  Burton 
,   Charles  F.    20  Jun  1899  -  4  Jan  1983,    father,   same  stone  as 
Ivey  Moore  Burton  a 
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MOORE,  Thomas  Anderson  18  Aug  1876  -  5  Jun  1953,   father,   same  stone 

as  Mary  Womble  Moore 
,  Mary  Womble  10  Jan  1883  -  23  Nov  1919,   mother,   same  stone  as 

Thomas  Anderson  Moore 
MOORE,  Mary  Jewell,   dau  of  T.  A.   &  Mary  Moore,   5  Feb  1909  - 

27  Aug  1914 

MOORE,   Gracie  Johns,   dau  of  J.   F.   &  S.  V.  Moore  21  Aug  1906  - 
2  3  Aug  19  0  6 

MOORE,  John  Flemming,  Jr. ,   son  of  John  F.   &  Sallie  V.  Moore, 
18   Nov   1913   -   28  Apr  1919 

GILBERT,  Mary  Byrd  Moore,  wife  of  B.   B.  Gilbert,   2  Nov  1919  - 
2  Jan  1945 

MOORE,   John  F.    15  May  1874  -  2  Sep  1952 

MOORE,  Sallie  V.   Edwards,  wife  of  John  F.  Moore,   11  Sep  1877  - 
11  Sep  1945 

SMITH,  Nighingale  Moore  17  Nov  1908  -  30  Aug  1988 
MOIR,   W.   N.    (no  dates) 

MOIR,   Thomas  9  Sep  1909  -  10  Jun  1929  '  • 

MOIR,  Elizabeth  Hunter  4  May  1905  -  4  Aug    (blank) 

ANDERSON,   William  Ratliffe  5  Apr  1884  -  20  May  1963 
ANDERSON,   Sallie  Belle  4  Sep  1887  -  17  Jun  1960 

WILSON,   Meade  Guerrant  1867  -  1940 

WILSON,   Emma  Maude  Anderson, .  wife  of  M.   G.   Wilson,    1872  -  1937 

ANDERSON,   Mollie  V.    10  Sep  1875  -  15  Apr  1898 
ANDERSON,   Edward  N.    30  Sep  1850  -  22  Mar  1921 
ANDERSON,   Sallie  Ratliffe  17  Jul  1849  -  25  Oct  1921 
ANDERSON,    Frank  L.   2  Apr  1886  -  20  Dec  1955 
ANDERSON,    Cora  Irving  6  Sep  1889  -  18  Jul  1962 

ANDERSON,    Francis  Irving  14  Jul  1911  -  18  Aug  1998,    "Department  of 

Justice,   Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation" 
ANDERSON,   Carolyn  Cox  11  May  1909  -   (no  death  date) 

WILSON,   Meade  May,    son  of  M.   G.   &  E.   M.   Wilson,    30  May  1906  - 
15  Jun  1906 

MOIR,  Emma  P.   21  Jun  1875  -  12  Feb  1936 

MOIR,  Samuel  W.    23  Apr  1866  -  18  Aug  1929 

MOIR,  Sallie  E.    28  Nov  1840  -  24  Dec  1930 

MOIR,  Robt  A.   22  Jun  1834  -  13  May  1909    ("In  Memory") 

RATLIFFE,   Nellie  Womble,   wife  of  James  J.  Ratliffe,   26  Dec  1871  - 
21  Sep  1948 

RATLIFFE,  James  J.,   husband  of  Nellie  Womble  Ratliffe, 

30  Nov  1862   -  31  Dec  1937 
RATLIFFE,   Nannie  B.    16  Jun  1865  -  4  Apr  1935 
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PUGH,   Ellis  W.    12  May  1861  -  29  Jul  1949,   same  stone  as  Florence  M 
Pugh 

,   Florence  M.    31  May  1875  -  12  Mar  1950,   same  stone  as  Ellis  W 
Pugh 

BUTLER,   William  H.    14  Jan  1870  -  3  Sep  1949 
BUTLER,   Laura  M.    4  Aug  1875  -  25  Apr  1963 

BURTON,  J.  Luther  21  Sep  1884  -  14  Jan  1969 
BURTON,   Minnie  M.    12  May  1886  -  10  Jun  1979 

MEADOR,  E.   P.   21  Dec  1850  -  29  Jan  1923 

MEADOR,  Mary  R.    26  Oct  1855  -  23  Jun  1943 

MEADOR,  George  R.    5  May  1888  -  7  Oct  1888 

MEADOR,  James  Edward  15  Sep  1880  -  7  Jan  1939 

MEADOR,  Lillie  Martin  9  Aug  1890  -  7  Nov  1963 


MOORE,   Frank  18  Jun  1867  -  10  Mar  1926,   same  stone  as  Ida  Moore 
,    Ida  1  Sep  1867  -  14  Nov  1960,   same  stone  as  Frank  Moore 

BILLINGS,    Addie,   wife  of  Rev.    C.   M.    Billings,    27  Sep  1870  - 
12  Jul  1927 


MOORE,    George  H.    20  Mar  1857   -  1  Mar  1941 
MOORE,    Eugenia  C.    19  Jun  1861  -  22  Jan  1943 
MOORE,    Lena  K.    6  Jun  1887  -  7  Sep  1955 

MOBLEY,   Lena  Moir,   wife  of  J.  W.  Mobley,     Jun  1864  -  12  Dec  1916 


WALKER,  James  R.    1918  -  1957 

WILLIAMS,   Annie  C.    25  Jan  1901  -  13  Mar  1993 
WILLIAMS,    Lawrence  19  May  1896  -  7  Nov  1981 

SOMERS,    Charles  E.    13   Feb  1913   -  6  Dec  1979 
SOMERS,   Annie  Moore   17  Dec  1887  -  5  Mar  1990 
SOMERS,   George  Edward  6  Dec  1887  -  28  Sep  1939 

BRAY,   Oabe  11  Mar  1922   -  17  Jan  1993,    PVT  US  Army  WW  II 

MEADOR,   Mattie  Land  23  Apr  1882   -  9  Apr  1971 
MEADOR,   Charlie  A.    5  Dec  1882  -  14  Dec  1955 

CARTER,    Edith  M.    19  Apr  1891   -   5  Jan  1985 
CARTER,   J.   Willie  21  May  1891  -  8  Oct  1973 

MEADOR,    W.   W.    28   Sep   1839   -  3  Jan  1928 
MEADOR,   William  M.    1884   -  1971 

WILLIAMS,    Bettie  Dallas  1896  -  1963 
WILLIAMS,    Alex  R.    1888   -  1956 

WILLIAMS,    Lucy  Duncan,   wife  of  J.   T.   Williams,    13  Jul  1892  - 
23  Jan  1946 
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WILLIAMS,   J.    T.    27  Jul   1879   -  2y  l-lcll    ±y43  1 

WILLIAMS,    C.   T.    1  Jan  1849  -  28  Jun  1924  j 

WILLIAMS,  Martha  Virginia  Ratliffe,  wife  of  C.  T.   Williams,  j 

20  May   1851   -   27  Jan   1929  ' 

WILSON,  Maude  Williams  1877  -  1960 

WILSON,  Clay  M.    1874   -  1928 

TALLEY,  Lilly  Mae  24  Feb  1907  -  27  Jun  1987 

TALLEY,  James  T.    2  Jul  1906  -  2  Dec  1972 

GAMMON,  J.   Weldon  25  Nov  1896  -  15  Sep  1958 

GAMMON,  Nell  Moore  29  Jan  1900  -  2  Jun  1997 

GAMMON,  Frederick  E.   31  Oct  1920  -  22  Jun  1991,   PFC  US  Army  WW  II 

GAMMON,  William  D.    1861  -  1956 

GAMMON,  Minnie  D.    1894  -  1982 

DUNCAN,  Tyrone  R.    3  0  Aug  19  3  9  -  2  7  Jan  197  5,   PVT  US  Army 

WILLIAMS,   Troy  McDonald  1884  -  1929 
WILLIAMS,   Willlie  M.    1885  -  1966 
WILLIAMS,  Mary  Doyle  1903  -  1950 

DUNCAN,  William  M.   1883  -  1966,   father,   same  stone  as  Eliza  W. 
Duncan 

,  Eliza  W.   1893  -  1966,  mother,   same  stone  as  William  M. 
Duncan 

BURTON,   W.    Frank  26  Jan  1881  -  9  Jul  1965 
BURTON,    Daisy  M.    5  Sep  1881  -  6  Apr  1960 

SHREVE,  Robert  Benjamin  16  Feb  1904  -  30  Apr  1980   (Masonic  Emblem) 
MOORE,    Lewis  W.    6  Oct  1907   -   23  May  1970 

JARRELL,   Ernest  G.   6  Aug  1895  -  28  Aug  1979,   same  stone  as  Alyne 
D.  Jarrell 

,  Alyne  D.   6  Sep  1893  -  19  Sep  1982,   same  stone  as  Ernest 
G.  Jarrell 

THOMAS,   Edgar  P.   3  Mar  1901  -  7  Nov  1992,   same  stone  as  Mildred  S. 
Thomas 

,  Mildred  S.    11  May  1905  -  25  Mar  1985,   same  stone  as  Edgar 
P.  Thomas 

GILLESPIE,   J.   T.    29  Dec  1915  -  20  Oct  1991,    SGT  US  Army,    same  stone 

as  Juanita  S.  Gillespie 
,  Juanita  S.   6  Jun  1921  -   (no  death  date) ,   same  stone  as 

J.   T.  Gillespie 
GILLESPIE,  Minnie  O.   12  Nov  1890  -  11  Aug  1979 
GILLESPIE,   J.   O.    9  May  1891  -  1  Nov  1960 

MOORE,    Lewis  Linbergh  3  Jun  1927   -  26  Aug  1999,    COX  US  Navy  WW  II, 
same  stone  as  Bettie  R.  Moore 
,   Bettie  R.   14  Aug  1929  -   (no  death  date)  ,  wife  Se  mother,  same 
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Rev.  T.  V.  Crouse  was  pastor  from  1930  — 1941 


1935 

Bethlehem  Church  Celebrates 
100th  Anniversary 

The  100th  Anniversary  Celebration  of  the  founding  of  Bethlehem  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  was  held  August  11,  1935.  The  late  Judge  Henry  P.  Lane  of  Leaksville  was  the 
principal  speaker.    The  following  is  an  excerpt  from  his  speech : 

"I  am  not  an  alien  among  you  nor  a  stranger  within  your  gates.  I  was  brought  to  Bethlehem 
by  my  parents  when  I  was  five  years  old.  On  the  original  board  of  trustees  are  the  names 
of  my  great  great  grandfather,  my  great  grandfather,  my  step  grandfather,  my  great  great 
uncle  and  my  great  aunt  married  a  son  of  the  man  who  gave  the  land  for  the  church.  Indeed 
it  is  a  hallowed  spot  for  me." 

The  speaker  gave  a  vivid  description  of  the  building  of  the  first  church  of  how  everything 
was  a  free  will  offering. 

A  brief  sketch  of  each  one  of  the  original  trustees  was  given  by  the  speaker,  they  were : 
Thomas  Porter  Guarrant,  Benton  Field,  David  Guarrant,  John  Moore,  Peter  D.  Guarrant, 
Thomas  F.  Wisdom  and  Traimman  Taylor. 

When  the  church  celebrated  its  100th  anniversary  the  following  were  members  of  the  official 
board:  J.  M.  Burton,  E.  W.  Pugh,  T.  A.  Moore,  J.  L.  Burton,  J.  J.  Ratliffe,  Ernest  Jarrell, 
Ed  Moore,  Meador  Moore  and  J.  H.  Thomas.  Trustees  were:  E.  W.  Pugh,  J.  M.  Burton, 
Frank  Burton,  J.  J.  Ratliffe  and  John  I.  Anderson. 
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1939 


In  1939  J.  J.  Ratliffe  left  a  thousand  dollar  gift  to  the  church  which  led  to  contributions  from 
other  members  to  remodel  the  sanctuary  and  add  five  church  school  rooms  and  a  porch. 
In  1932  Mr.  J.  K.  Ellington  made  and  presented  the  church  a  beautiful  walnut  communion 
table  which  is  now  in  the  narthex. 

Between  1939  -  1963  the  church  grounds  and  cemetery  were  greatly  improved  and  the  ground- 
work for  an  educational  building  was  laid. 

In  1963  the  Reidsville  Charge  built  a  Parsonage  near  Salem  Church.  The  charge  is  composed 
of  three  churches:  Wentworth,  Salem  and  Bethlehem. 

During  1963-  1964  the  present  educational  building  was  built.  The  building  is  of  brick  and 
block  construction.  It  includes  an  office,  fellowship  hall,  kitchen,  restrooms  and  six  church 
school  rooms.  The  general  contractor  was  S.  E.  Trogdon  of  Asheboro.  The  cost  was 
approximately  $34,000.00.  Methodist  Bishop  Earl  G.  Hunt  delivered  the  dedication  sermon 
January  11,  1970.   Rev.  Charles  Adams  was  pastor.  ' 

Since  Lloyd  Waters  gave  the  original  plot  of  land  for  the  church  other  land  has  been  secured. 
Two  tracts  were  donated,  one  by  J.  J.  Ratliffe  and  the  other  by  George  Moore.  During 
1967  a  small  plot  between  the  church  and  highway  was  purchased  from  Dewey  Soyars. 


Bethlehem  in  1940 


This  is  the  Bethlehem  United  Methodist  church, 
built  in  1892  and  renovated  in  1940,  as  it  was  be- 
fore the  1977  renovations.  The  original  church, 
built  in  1835,  stood  about  100  feet  east  of  this  site. 


Bethlehem  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South 

BEGINNING 

The  pioneer  settlers  that  came  down  from  Virginia  more  than  200  years  ago  and  settled 
along  the  banks  of  the  Dan  River  and  the  higher  ground  now  known  as  Bethlehem ;  practic- 
ed their  Wesleyanism  in  homes  and  occasional  "bush  arbor  meetings"  until  1835.  That 
year  it  appears  Lloyd  Waters,  a  pioneer  settler  gave  a  plot  of  land  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  of  America.  That  is  the  plot  of  land  that  Bethlehem  United  Methodist  Church  is 
on  today.  The  deed  granted  the  land  to  the  following  trustees:  Thomas  Porter  Guarrant, 
Benton  Field,  Daniel  Guarrant,  John  Moore,  Peter  D.  Guarrant,  Thomas  F.  Wisdom  and 
Traimman  Taylor. 

An  un-documented  explanation  is  that  Bethlehem  pioneers  were  inspired  to  build  while 
attending  Mt.  Carmel  camp  meetings  during  the  Andrew  Jackson  era.  In  fact  Mt.  Carmel 
is  called  "the  Mother  of  Bethlehem  Church." 

After  building  their  homes  one  of  the  first  things  the  early  settlers  did  was  to  establish  a 
church.  That  was  back  in  1835,  and  the  church  was  called  Bethlehem — "House  of  Bread" 
being  named  the  birth  place  of  Christ. 

The  first  church  stood  about  100  ft.  east  of  the  present  edifice.  It  was  a  plain  structure 
almost  square.  It  had  a  gallery  in  which  some  of  the  slaves  could  sit  and  hear  the  word 
expounded. 

The  first  official  records  of  Bethlehem  Church  included  family  names  of  Anderson,  Ratliffe, 
Moore,  Field,  Lane,  Harison,  Carol,  Williams,  Wilson,  Thomas,  Moir,  Ellington  and  Wisdom. 
Dr.  Edward  T.  Broadnax  while  not  a  Methodist  but  an  Episcopalian,  was  an  attendant  and 
loyal  contributor  to  the  early  church. 

The  Rev.  Benton  Field,  an  expert  builder  and  surveyor  of  Leaksville,  assisted  in  the  building 
of  Bethlehems  first  church.    He  also  built  the  first  church  in  Leaksville. 

In  the  early  days  the  pastor  that  served  Bethlehem  served  Leaksville,  Wentworth,  Mt. 
Carmel,  Salem  and  Lowes. 

Bethlehem's  first  Sunday  School  was  organized  in  1880  by  Rev.  John  Anderson. 

The  history  of  the  first  fifty  years  of  Bethlehem  Church  is  now  mostly  left  to  the  imagina- 
tion and  stories  handed  down  from  the  forefathers.  These  times  were  both  stirring  and 
turbulent,  as  they  included  Civil  War  days. 
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1886  Earthquake 


One  of  the  most  interesting  events  happening  in  the  history  of  Bethlehem  Church  is  a  story 
the  members  tell  on  their  ancestors,  a  story  that  may  not  be  true  but  certainly  sounds  excit- 
ing. 

It  was  the  year  1886  that  Rockingham  County  experienced  its  only  earthquake,  or  at  least, 
the  only  one  there  is  on  record. 

At  that  time  and  on  that  date  the  pastor  of  Bethlehem  Church,  the  Rev.  R.  G.  Barrett,  in  his 
first  year  of  ministry  at  the  church,  was  holding  a  "protracted  meeting."  And  the  greatest 
revival  in  the  history  of  the  church  resulted  when  a  calamitous  hail  storm  fell  on  the  country- 
side, coinciding  as  perfectly  as  if  the  Rev.  Barrett  had  planned  it  with  the  earthquake  and  the 
revival.  The  aftermath  of  this  exciting  event  resulted,  it  has  been  said,  in  folks  who  had  been 
written  off  the  books  anxiously  showing  up  at  Bethlehem's  altar. 


1886  Outstanding  Year 

1886  was  an  outstanding  year  in  Bethlehem's  history.  It  marked  the  entry  of  the  church  into 
its  second  half -century  of  service  to  its  community.  The  congregation  even  then  must  have 
realized  that  the  church  was  firmly  established,  because  most  of  the  written  records  are 
dated  after  1886. 

Bethlehem's  present  graveyard  contains  no  grave  older  than  that  of  Janie  Moore,  18  year 
old  girl,  who  died  in  1894.    The  old  cemetery  is  near  the  woods  beyond  the  newer  cemetery. 
The  present  building  rests  on  the  foundation  of  the  church  constructed  by  J.  M.  Hopper  and 
associates  in  1892,  at  a  cost  of  $1,200.00.    The  old  building  was  used  for  a  school  and  later 
sold  for  $200.00. 

The  first  Woman's  Society  began  under  the  presidency  of  Miss  Maude  Moore,  (Mrs.  W.  I. 
Maynard)  in  1908. 


MEMORIES 


VETERANS  GATHER  FOR  75'"  GETTYSBURG  ANNIVERSARY 

J.  Kenneth  Thomas  of  Greensboro  brought  this  writer's  two  biggest  historical  interests 
together  recently.  He  provided  information  about  his  stint  in  World  War  II  and  his  great- 
grandfathers in  the  Confederacy  during  the  Civil  War. 

Thomas  was  an  officer  in  the  U.S.  Navy  from  1944  to  1945,  serving  in  the  Pacific 
Theater.  His  great-grandfather,  James  Hamilton  Thomas,  enlisted  as  private  in  Company 
D,  27*  North  Carolina  Infantry  on  July  31,  1864.  He  had  just  turned  18.  James  Thomas 
was  bom  on  July  23,  1845,  in  the  Settle's  Bridge  Community  in  Rockingham  County. 

In  August  1864,  he  was  ordered  to  Petersburg,  Va.  and  was  part  of  Gen.  Robert  E. 
Lee's  defense  on  the  Richmond-Petersburg  front,  serving  the  Confederacy  during  Gen. 
Ulysses  Grant's  siege  of  those  two  cities. 

Kenneth  Thomas'  letter  described  some  of  the  Civil  War  fighting.  "On  the  first 
Sunday  after  the  outfit  reached  Petersburg,  he  was  in  his  first  skirmish  at  Ream's 
Station.  .  . about  5  miles  south  of  Petersburg.  .  .  He  was  wounded  in  his  left  shoulder  and 
was  fiirloughed  home. . .  for  30  days. 

During  the  winter  of  1864-1865,  Thomas  continues,  "They  endured  the  cold  winter  in 
log  cabins  just  south  of  Petersburg.  There  was  actually  little  fighting." 

April  1865,  after  the  long  heird  winter,  was  a  time  of  despair,  hunger  and  lost  hope.  He 
wrote  "They  were  all  tired  out  as  the  Confederate  Army  retreated  to  Appomattox 
courthouse,  (Great  Grandfather)  said  'the  hardest  thing  we  had  to  do  was  surrender,  to 
turn  over  our  rifles  to  the  union  army."  James  Thomas  said  of  his  personal  wartime  hero 
"Gen.  Robert  E.  Lee  was  the  grandest  man  of  his  time.  His  heart  was  fiill  of  love  and 
sympathy  for  his  men.  The  last  time  I  saw  Gen.  Lee  was  on  retreat.  He  passed  our  lines 
on  his  horse.  The  soldiers  cheered.  He  tipped  his  hat  to  them.  We  could  see  the  tears  in 
his  eyes.  He  was  loved  by  all  his  men." 

In  1938,  there  was  convocation  of  surviving  Civil  War  veterans  from  both  Northern  and 
Southern  Armies.  It  was  held  in  Gettysburg  on  the  75***  anniversary  of  the  epic  battle. 

Special  announcements  were  mailed  to  all  the  surviving  veterans  of  the  war,  inviting 
them  to  the  event,  all  expenses  paid.  Each  veteran  was  allowed  to  bring  one  person  as  an 
attendant.  Ninety-two-year-old  James  Hamilton  Thomas  named  his  16-year-old  great- 
grandson,  J.  Kenneth,  as  his  attendant. 

On  the  afternoon  of  June  28,  1938,  they  boarded  a  special  Pullman  train  in  Reidsville. 
The  train  had  previously  picked  up  other  Confederate  veterans  from  all  across  the  South, 
and  Kenneth  wrote  that  his  "first  impression  was  a  lot  of  old  men,  many  looking  very 
debilitate  (sick).  The  average  was  93.  Great-grandpa  was  young  at  92,  in  the  peak  of 
health,  although  his  hearing  was  not  good. 

"We  proceeded  on  to  Gettysburg,  arriving  there  at  10  a.m.  (the  following  morning,  the 
29*).  Upon  arrival  at  the  camp,  we  checked  in  . .  then  (were)  shown  to  our  tent.  There 
were  two  camps,  one  for  the  Union  and  one  for  the  Confederate  veterans.  Tents  were 
floored.  Screened  and  electrically  lighted,  with  one  veteran  and  his  attendant  in  each 
tent." 

The  Government  provided  as  much  assistant  as  possible  to  make  each  veteran 
comfortable.  "Army  personnel  and  Boy  Scouts  were  on  duty.  They  showed  us  the 
location  of  the  mess  tent,  the  latrine  and  shower  tents.  Three  meals  a  day  were  served. 


When  we  entered  (the  mess  tent),  the  attendant  got  in  line  and  picked  up  meals  for  both 
the  veteran  and  himself." 

Kenneth  Thomas  said,  "Activities  began  on  July  1 .  On  the  first  day,  we  boarded  buses 
and  toured  the  battlefield.  On  another  day,  we  were  taken  to  a  field  where  a  grandstand 
had  been  erected.  There  we  were  demonstrations  by  Army  Tanks,  One  night,  there  were 
speeches  (that)  ended  with  the  firing  of  antiaircraft  guns." 

There  also  was  socializing,  and  James  and  Kenneth  walked  over  to  the  Union  Camp,  as 
Kenneth  Thomas  described  it,  "Great-grandpa  wanted  to  tell  them  he  had  no  hard  feeling 
toward  the." 

The  highlight  of  the  trip  was  an  appearance  by  President  Franklin  D.  Rooseveh,  then  in 
his  second  term.  The  Thomas  men  were  very  close  to  him.  They  were  by  the  side  of  the 
road  when  he  rode  by  in  the  open  car. 

He  dedicated  the  Eternal  light  Monument  of  Gettysburg  National  Military  park  in  his 
remarks  to  veterans  and  a  crowd  estimated  at  200,000,  the  president  said,  "All  of  them  we 
honor,  not  seeking  under  which  flag  they  fought  then — thankfiil  that  they  stand  together 
under  one  flag  now." 

The  Confederate  veterans  and  their  attendants  left  Gettysburg  by  Pullman  train  on  July 
5.  The  Thomases  arrived  back  in  Reidsville  the  next  afternoon.  Kenneth  wrote,  "Great- 
Grandpa  stood  the  trip  well  and  enjoyed  it  immensely."  Kenneth  talked  about  his  own 
impressions  of  the  reunion.  He  feh  "the  honor  with  being  so  many  Civil  War  veterans." 

The  old  veteran  lived  another  two  years  after  the  reunion.  His  remarkable  life  ended 
on  Dec.  14,  1940.  He  was  94.  Within  another  two  years  his  great  grandson  was  fighting 
World  War  II.  The  July  4,  1938  issue  of  the  Grreensboro  Daily  News  reported 
Roosevelt's  visit  and  remarks  at  the  Gettysburg  dedication.  Besides  that  story  was  a 
headline  in  capital  letters  "Jap  forces  repulsed  in  battle  on  Yangtze-Chinese  counterattack 
drives  back  advance  guard  of  Nipponese".  This  Sino-Japnese  conflict  was  forerunner  of 
the  war  that  exploded  on  Sept  1,  1939,  when  Germany  invaded  Poland.  It  became  World 
Warn. 

Civil  War  reunions  in  1913  and  1938  were  milestones  in  the  history  of  the  nation.  At 
the  very  least,  they  helped  heal  old  wounds  and  make  the  nation  one  again. 

They  are  also  reminders  of  how  time  passes  and  takes  history  from  us.  Fifty  thousand 
veterans  attended  the  50^**  Blue  and  Grey  reunion  in  1913.  By  1938,  the  number  had 
dwindled  to  1,  845.  There  never  was  another  gathering. 


News  &  Record  28  February,  2001 


The  following  was  read  by  James  Oscar  Thomas  at  the  Graveside  of  James  Hamihon 
Thomas  in  December  1940: 

The  American  Legion,  organization  of  World  War  veterans,  was  privileged  on  several 
occasions  to  have  as  a  guest  its  meetings  this  Confederate  veteran  who  has  now  passed  to 
his  reward.  On  one  occasion  he  was  paid  high  tribute  at  a  convention  of  the  Legion, 
Department  of  North  Carolina,  when  he  was  called  to  the  rostrum  and  presented  to  a  large 
audience.  He  was  a  loyal  American  citizen  and  loved  the  flag  of  the  United  States.  As 
vice  commander  of  the  Department  of  North  Carolina,  the  American  region,  and  in  behalf 
of  this  organization  I  again  offer  our  tribute  to  this  gallant  Christian  soldier. 

During  his  life  there  was  an  organization  that  James  Hamilton  Thomas  sincerely 
appreciated.  For  the  thoughtfulness,  tenderness  and  kindness,  shown  him  by  members  of 
this  organization  through  the  years  he  was  sincerely  grateful.  I  refer  to  the  United 
Daughters  of  the  Confederacy,  both  the  chapter  at  Reidsville  and  the  one  at  Leaksville. 

I  have  been  requested  by  the  U.D.C.  to  give  the  following  eulogy  here  at  the  grave  of 
this  departed  Confederate  veteran: 

EULOGY  TO  BE  GIVEN  AT  THE  GRAVE  OF  CONFEDERATE  VETERAN 
BY  PRESIDENT  OF  CHAPTER  OR  SOLE  ONE  SHE  DESGINATES 
We  are  here  today  to  pay  last  tribute  to  a  Confederate  Veteran,  one  of  the  South' s  Heroes. 
We  are  to  commit  to  the  grave  the  body  of  a  great  soldier,  who  fought  for  a  Righteous 
caues,  one  who  has  been  drawn  very  closely  to  us  by  a  bond  of  love,  formed  amidst  perils 
and  welded  by  the  fire  of  battle. 

Not  in  pomp  and  circumstances  of  war,  not  with  a  musket  shot  and  roll  of  drum  we  bury 
this  beloved  dead.  The  roar  of  the  cannon  and  the  din  of  conflict  are  hushed,  and  in  this 
time  of  solemn  peace  we  lay  this  citizen-soldier  in  his  last  resting  place — an  honorable 
grave. 

He  was  a  veteran  Confederate  Soldier,  true  and  tried.  Courageous  and  freely  he  risked 
his  life  in  the  defense  of  his  home  and  his  people;  bravely  and  grandly  he  bore  himself 
through  all  the  dangers  and  privations  of  an  unequal  contest.  When  he  yielded  to 
arbitrament  of  war,  it  was  not  conquered  slave  but  as  a  hero,  one  of  the  gallant  spirits 
who  have  immortalized  the  Southern  arms.  He  fought  a  good  fight  and  left  a  record  of 
which  we  are  all  proud,  and  which  he  is  a  heritage  of  glory  to  his  family  and  his 
descendants  for  all  time  to  come. 

With  courage,  fortitude  and  patience,  he  and  his  fellow  soldiers  accepted  the  plight  of 
peace  made  arduous  by  losses  and  reproaches.  As  citizens  of  a  reunited  country,  true  to 
his  manhood,  they  evinced  a  loyalty,  which,  making  no  apology  for  the  past,  was  true  in 
every  quality  of  patriotism,  none  can  question  without  aspersion. 
Rest,  Soldier,  Rest!  Impartial  history  will  vindicate  the  motives  and  write  thy  deeds 
illustrious. 

Comrades  and  friends,  we  give  thy  body  to  the  dust,  thy  spirit  to  God. 

J  O.  Thomas 

This  copy  made  by: 
John  T.  Dallas 
10  November  2002 


The  Leaksville  News,  Thursday,  May  10,  1938 
COUNTY'S  SOLE  SURVIVING  VETERANS 


The  ranks  of  the  Grey  grow  dim.  Out  of  the  hundreds  from  Rockingham  County  who 
saw  service  in  the  memorable  conflict  as  soldiers  of  Confederacy,  only  three  remain.  As 
each  year  the  arrival  date  recalls  to  mind  the  thinning  ranks  until  only  hallowed  memory 
remains  of  the  brave  and  valiant  sons  who  shed  their  blood  and  faced  death  under  the 
Confederate  flag. 

To  the  County's  three  surviving  veterans  all  honor  and  tribute  is  due.  Mr.  Thomas 
enlisted  in  1864  and  saw  service  as  a  member  of  Company  D,  27th  North  Carolina 
Regiment,  known  as  Cook's  brigade,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Herring.  He  was 
wounded  in  the  left  shoulder  in  a  skirmish  at  Reams  station,  near  Petersburg,  Virginia, 
soon  after  enlistment.  Recovered,  he  was  returned  to  service  after  thirty  days  and 
continued  until  the  close  of  the  war. 

Mr.  Thomas  is  a  well  known  and  popular  citizen  of  this  community.  In  July,  he  will 
mark  his  92nd  birthday.  He  is  in  good  health  and  frequently  walks  to  Leaksville  to  visit 
relatives  and  fiiends. 


ROCKINGHAM  VET  PASSES  93RD  BIRTHDAY 
Leasksville,  July  25  -  James  Hamihon  Thomas,  one  of  Rockingham  county's  two 
remaining  confederate  veterans,  who  was  93  years  old  Sunday,  was  honored  by  a  group  of 
his  relatives  and  friends  Saturday  night  when  they  met  at  the  home  of  Andrew  W.  Thomas, 
near  Leaksville,  and  served  a  picnic  supper  to  observe  the  occasion.  The  former  follower 
of  General  Lee,  healthily,  happy  and  in  the  best  of  spirits,  thoroughly  enjoyed  the  party. 

Last  year  Mr.  Thomas  attended  the  last  reunion  of  the  blue  and  gray  at  Gettysburg,  Pa., 
and  returned  in  time  to  celebrate  his  92nd  birthday  at  a  similar  party.  While  at  Gettysburg 
he  had  an  opportunity  to  meet  many  of  his  comrades  from  the  South  with  whom  he 
fought.  He  also  visited  the  Northern  Camp  and  took  the  occasion  to  tell  the  surviving 
wearers  of  the  blue  that  he  had  nothing  but  the  best  of  feelings  toward  them. 

Thomas  was  a  member  of  the  27th  North  Carolina  Regiment  and  was  in  Lee's  Army  at 
Appomattox.  During  his  period  of  service  he  saw  much  action  and  was  once  wounded  in 
the  shoulder  and  had  spent  a  short  time  in  a  hospital. 


CONFEDERATE  VETERAN  IS  STRICKEN 


Funeral  for  Rockingham  County's  Last  Confederate  Veteran  to  be  Held  Today 

The  Greensboro  Daily  News,  14  December,  1940 

"Leaksville,  Dec.  14  -James  Hamilton  Thomas,  Rockingham  County's  last  Confederate 
Veteran,  died  at  7:30  this  morning  at  the  home  of  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Frank  Dallas,  near 
Leaksville,  at  the  age  of  94  years. 

Until  two  weeks  ago,  when  he  suffered  a  heart  attack,  Mr.  Thomas  was  remarkable  active, 
frequently  walking  to  Leaksville  to  visit  relatives  and  friends.  He  took  a  keen  interest  in 
religious  and  political  matters,  read  a  great  deal  and  kept  well  posted  on  current  events 
throughout  the  world.  He  was  a  member  of  Bethlehem  Methodist  Church  and  was  a 
steward  for  62  years. 

During  the  War  Between  the  States,  Thomas  served  in  Company  D,  27th  North  Carolina 
Regiment.  Most  of  his  service  during  the  was  around  Petersburg,  Virginia,  where  he  saw 
action  in  a  number  of  engagements.  He  was  wounded  in  the  left  shoulder  in  skirmish  at 
Reams  station  and  spent  about  30  days  in  a  hospital,  after  recovery  being  returned  to 
active  duty  until  the  end  of  the  war. 

He  attended  the  commemoration  of  the  75th  anniversary  of  the  battle  of  Gettysburg  in 
July,  1938,  which  also  marked  the  last  reunion  of  Civil  War  Veteran's. 

Funeral  services  will  be  held  at  Bethlehem  church  Sunday  afternoon  at  1  o'clock,  the 
pastor,  Rev.  T.  V.  Crouse  to  be  assisted  by  Rev.  Roy  T.  Houts  and  Rev.  William  J. 
Gordon,  of  Spray.  Prior  to  the  service  the  body  will  in  state  at  the  church,  with  a 
confederate  flag  used  in  the  battle  fought  around  Richmond  draped  on  the  casket.  The 
body  will  be  carried  to  the  Thomas  family  cemetery  near  Stoneville  for  interment. 

Surviving  are  one  daughter,  Mrs.  Frank  Dallas,  22  grandchildren,  41  great  grandchildren, 
and  2  great  great  grandchildren. 


John  T.  Dallas- 1999 


TAPS  SOUND  FOR  LAST  SURVIVING  CONFEDERATE  VETERAN  OF 
COUNTY 

James  Hamilton  Thomas  -  Called  To  His  Reward  -  Funeral  Largely  Attended  At 
Bethlehem  Church 

James  Hamihon  Thomas,  94,  the  last  of  the  long  line  of  Rockingham  County's  confederate 
soldiers,  passed  to  his  reward  early  Saturday  morning,  December  14th  following  a  heart 
attack  which  he  suffered  two  weeks  ago. 

The  funeral  service  was  held  in  Bethlehem  Methodist  Church  at  one  o'clock  Sunday 
afternoon  and  ahhough  a  cold  drizzling  rain  had  fallen  through  the  day  the  church  was 
filled  to  capacity. 

A  tribute  of  love  and  honor  to  a  faithful  steward  of  the  church  for  sixty  two  years.  The 
service  was  in  charge  of  T.V.  Crouse,  his  pastor,  who  was  assisted  the  Rev.  Roy  T.  Houts 
of  the  Spray  Methodist  Church  and  the  Rev.  W.J.  Gordon,  pastor  of  St.  Luke's  Episcopal 
Church  of  Spray.  The  music  was  beautifully  rendered  by  a  selected  choir  and  consisted  of 
three  of  Mr.  Thomas's  favorite  hymns  -  "Nearer  my  God  to  thee",  "Jesus  lover  of  my 
soul",  and  "Asleep  in  Jesus". 

The  pastor,  who  had  known  Mr.  Thomas  intimately  for  ten  years,  read  an  impressive 
memoir  of  his  life  in  which  he  gave  his  immediate  ancestry. 

His  parents  were  James  Thomas  and  Polly  Price  Thomas,  both  of  this  county.  His 
grandfather  was  Mike  Thomas  of  German-Dutch  descent,  coming  to  this  country  fi^om 
Germany. 

He  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife  being  Miss  Mary  Alcorn  and  second  wife  was  Miss 
Sallie  Alcorn,  sister  of  his  first  wife.  He  was  the  father  of  six  children,  two  of  whom  died 
during  the  last  year. 

He  leaves  one  daughter,  Mrs.  Frank  Dallas,  with  whom  he  had  made  his  home  since  the 
death  of  his  wife  (1923).  He  is  survived  by  22  grandchildren,  41  great-grandchildren  and 
two  great-great-grand-children. 

In  1864  when  a  youth  of  17  years  he  enlisted  in  company  D,  Cook's  brigade  27th  North 
Carolina  Regiment  and  served  with  distinction.  He  was  with  Lee's  Army  at  the  time  of 
the  surrender  at  Appomattox. 

Most  of  his  army  service  was  around  Petersburg,  where  he  was  in  a  number  of 
engagements.  On  one  occasion  he  volunteered  mission  when  he  was  wounded  in  the 
shouldered  and  was  in  the  hospital  for  sometime  afterward.  For  many  years  he  attended 
the  annual  Confederate  Reunions  and  in  June  1938,  accompanied  by  his  great-grandson  of 
this  city,  now  a  student  at  Duke  University,  he  attended  the  last  reunion  of  the  Blue  and 
Grey  at  Gettysburg,  Pa. 

In  discussing  the  memorial  trip  prior  to  going  "If  this  was  just  another  Confederate 
Reunion,  I  might  not  consider  going,  but  since  the  boys  from  the  north  will  be  there,  I 
want  to  go  and  tell  them  that  I  have  no  hard  feelings  against  them."  Mr.  Crouse  in  his 
eulogy  spoke  of  him  as  "a  soldier  of  his  country  as  well  as  a  soldier  of  his  God." 

The  body  lay  in  state  in  the  church  which  he  had  faithfully  attended  for  more  than  a  half  a 
century,  for  an  hour  prior  to  the  service.  The  casket  was  draped  with  a  flag  that  was  used 
in  the  Seven  day  battle  around  Richmond. 


The  last  rites  were  held  at  the  family  burial  ground  on  the  Stoneville-Settle's  Bridge 
road.  There  J.  Oscar  Thomas  of  the  city  and  Russell  W.  Dallas  of  Columbia,  S  C. , 
grandsons,  who  had  served  in  the  World  War  reprinted  the  American  Legion  and  paid  a 
beautiful  tribute.  A  brief  eulogy  from  the  UDC  Chapter  was  also  read  and  their  wreath  of 
laurel  leaves  were  buried  with  him. 

Pallbearers:  CP.  Smith,  Walker  Roberts,  J.S.  Wilson,  Thomas  Moore,  Luther  Burton, 
Tom  Williams  and  William  Carter.  Relatives  who  attended  the  service  from  a  distance 
were:  J.  Lewis  Thomas  and  family  of  Chatham,  Va.,  Cecil  D.  Thomas  of  Raleigh,  Kenneth 
Thomas,  a  student  at  Duke  University,  Durham,  Russell  W.  Dallas  of  Columbia,  S  C., 
Robert  W.  Dallas  and  Clarence  Carter  of  West  Point,  Ga. 


JAMES  HAMILTON  THOMAS  -  (1846-1940) 

(Last  Rockingham  County  Survivor  of  the  Civil  War) 

Bom  in  Rockingham  County  (near  Settle's  Bridge)  July  23'**,  1846 

Married:  Mary  Alcorn  March  9*  1869 

Children:  John  James  Thomas,  1870-1939  (Father  of  J.O.  Thomas) 

Polly  Thomas  Dallas,  1871-1958 
Married:  Sallie  Alcorn  October  18*,  1874 

Children:  Samuel  P.  Thomas,  1 876- 1 940 

Laura  E.  Thomas,  1878-1881 

Edd  Lewis  Thomas,  1883-1908 

Mattie  Sue  Thomas  Carter,  1887-1932 

James  Hamilton  Thomas  was  a  son  of  James  Thomas  ( 1 798- 1 890)  And  Polly  Price 
Thomas  (1807-1857)  James  Thomas  was  a  son  of  Michael  Thomas  and  Barbara  Thomas 
Michael  Thomas  (grandfather  of  James  Hamilton  Thomas)  died  about 

1817 

He  was  in  Rockingham  County  about 

the  time  it  was  formed  in  1785 — how  much  earlier  has  not  been 
determined.  It  is  thought  he  came  from  Culpepper  County,  Virginia 

According  to  the  best  information  the  family  has,  the  original  Michael 
Thomas  came  to  America  in  1730  and  settled  in  Frederick  County, 
Maryland. 

James  Hamilton  Thomas  had  two  brothers,  Allen  Thomas  (1838-1904)  and  Samuel 
Thomas  (1844-1862  )  both  of  whom  were  in  the  Civil  War.  Samuel  died  of  smallpox. 

Following  is  a  statement  form  the  War  Department,  The  Adjutant  General's  Office,  dated 
23"*  of  February  1945:  "The  records  show  that  James  H.  Thomas,  a  private  of  Company 
D,  27*  Regiment  North  Carolina  Infantry,  Confederate  States  Army,  enlisted  3 1  July 
1864  at  Camp  Holmes.  The  Company  muster  roll  for  September  and  October  1864,  latest 
on  file,  shows  him  absent  wounded  at  battle  of  Ream's  Station  25  Aug.  1864,  furloughed 
home  8*  September  for  thirty  days  from  Winder  Hospital."  The  statement  fiirther  reads:  > 
"He  was  surrendered  by  (jeneral  Robert  E.  Lee,  C.S.A.,  and  paroled  at  Appomattox 
Court  House,  Virginia,  9  April  1865" 

He  told  his  grandson,  James  Oscar  Thomas,  that  on  the  first  Sunday  after  he  went  into  the 
Confederate  Line  near  Petersburg,  Virginia,  there  was  constant  sharpshooting  by  the 
enemy  and  he  had  to  keep  in  ditches  and  ravines  as  much  as  possible.  At  Ream's  station, 
on  the  Petersburg  and  Weldon  Railroad,  he  got  within  ten  steps  of  the  Yankee  trenches. 
The  man  on  his  left  was  shot  and  killed  instantly.  He  was  shot  in  the  left  shoulder  and 
sent  to  the  hospital.  In  November  1864  he  was  back  in  Lee's  Army  near  Petersburg.  The 
winter  was  very  cold  and  the  soldiers  spent  most  of  the  winter  in  log  cabins.  There  was 
very  little  fighting  during  the  winter. 


In  the  spring  of  1865  he  was  in  a  number  of  actions  around  Petersburg.  Once  he  was 
going  across  a  field  for  some  ammunition  and  was  under  heavy  gunfire,  but  was  not 
wounded.  An  artillery  shell  landed  right  in  front  of  him.  On  one  occasion,  on  retreat,  he 
was  lying  behind  a  fence  rail  barricade,  almost  asleep  because  of  fatigue,  when  enemy 
soldiers  surprised  him.  As  he  got  up  and  ran,  with  Yankees  calling  him  to  halt,  the 
enemy  fired  point  blank  at  him.  "I  would  have  died  rather  than  surrender  as  a  prisoner," 
he  declared.  He  told  of  other  instances  of  narrow  escapes  from  death.  He  had  stood 
behind  big  pine  trees  at  times  firing  at  the  enemy  when  their  bullets  were  shooting  bark 
off  the  tree  on  both  sides  of  his  body. 

During  the  last  winter  around  Petersburg,  food  was  scarce  all  the  time.  He  was  on  picket 
duty  every  other  night.  The  food  situation  got  worse  all  the  time  and  the  soldiers  were 
always  hungry.  "General  Robert  E.  Lee  was  the  grandest  man  of  the  time,"  he  said.  "  He 
was  full  of  love  and  sympathy  for  his  me." 

The  last  time  the  saw  Greneral  Lee  was  in  April  on  the  retreat  to  Appomattox.  He  rode 
his  horse  down  the  line  of  soldiers  and  as  they  cheered,  he  tipped  his  hat  to  them. 
General  Lee  had  tears  in  eyes.  He  was  loved  by  all  the  soldiers. 

"The  hardest  thing  I  had  to  do,"  Thomas  said,  "was  to  surrender — to  take  my  rifle  over 
and  stack  it  for  the  Yankee." 

He  and  a  soldier  from  Tennessee  walked  all  the  way  home  from  Appomattox.  They  had 
nothing  to  eat  except  the  little  they  could  beg  from  the  farmhouses  along  the  way.  When 
they  arrived  in  Spray  they  went  to  the  home  of  two  aunts  (Tabitia  and  Mary  Wray)  of  the 
late  J.B.  Ray  and  were  given  food  and  shelter.  "They  treated  us  well"'  he  said. 

He  got  home  at  com  planting  time.  That  was  at  his  father's  farm  near  Settle's  Bridge. 
He  took  a  horse  and  went  to  plowing.  During  the  war  the  family  had  hidden  the  horses, 
meat  and  other  foodstuff  from  the  enemy  raiders.  His  brother,  Allen  was  akeady  at  home 
when  he  got  there. 

In  1878  he  joined  the  Wesley  chapel  Methodist  Church.  He  was  made  a  Steward,  a  class 
leader  and  Sunday  School  Superintendent  (He  was  a  steward  in  the  in  the  church  the  rest 
of  his  life).  He  moved  across  Dan  River  to  the  Bethlehem  Community  in  1888  and  at  that 
time  moved  his  membership  to  the  Bethlehem  Methodist  Church.  Later  he  organized  a 
Sunday  School  at  Saunder's  Schoolhouse  and  was  superintendent  for  many  years. 

On  May  5  ,  1893,  after  having  sold  his  land  near  Settle's  Bridge,  he  purchased  from 
Robert  R.  Galloway  342  Vi  acres  of  land  known  as  the  "Fishing  Creek  Tract."  His  land 
adjoined  the  lands  of  F.M.  Roberts,  John  Wilson,  E.M.  Anderson,  Charles  Williams  and 
others. 

About  1897  he  built,  or  remodeled,  the  house  shown  in  this  picture,  making  it  from  a  log 
house  into  a  two-story  frame  house.  From  1888,  when  he  moved  from  the  Settle's  Bridge 
Community,  he  had  lived  for  several  years  at  the  old  Tom  Saunders  place  (the  house  still 


stands  in  the  back  yard  of  the  present  home  of  Charlie  L.  Dallas  in  the  old  Saunders 
Schoolhouse  Community  near  Leaksville,  just  off  route  87.  He  then  moved  to  another 
house  (a  place  later  serving  as  a  packinghouse)  on  his  newly  acquired  land.  His  son,  John 
James  Thomas,  lived  for  a  short  period  of  time  in  a  log  house,  which  is  now  enclosed  in 
the  frame  house  shown  in  the  picture.  On  April  8^*^,  1896,  James  Oscar  Thomas  was  bom 
in  this  house. 

Just  after  1896  John  James  Thomas  buih  a  house  on  the  tract  of  land  he  had  bought  near 
the  junction  of  fishing  Creek  and  Dan  River.  This  house,  since  remodeled  twice,  is  the 
house  now  owned  by  Richmond  Roberts 
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COUNTY'S  SOLE  VETERAN  OF '61  94  YEARS  OLD 

The  many  honors,  which  come  to  Mr.  James  H.  Thomas,  Rockingham  county's  only 
surviving  veteran  of  the  Confederacy,  an  a  much  beloved  citizen,  bring  pleasure  to  has 
host  of  friends. 

On  Tuesday,  July  23,  he  reached  his  94th  birthday,  but  for  convenience  the  family 
decided  Sunday,  July  21,  would  suit  all  the  better  for  the  birthday. 

Mr.  Thomas,  who  makes  his  home  with  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Frank  Dallas  at  the  old 
Thomas  home  in  the  Bethlehem  Community,  was  up  early  Sunday  morning  as  is  his 
custom,  ready  to  welcome  guests.  A  splendid  picnic  dirmer  was  served  at  tables  on  the 
grassy  lawn,  after  which  the  75  assembled  enjoyed  the  afternoon  in  reminiscent 
conversation.  One  present,  said  "Grandpa  Thomas  was  the  cleverest  speaker  on  the 
grounds". 

The  majority  were  relatives  from  the  county,  others,  were  William  Settle  and  4  sons, 
Paul,  Bruce,  Reid  and  Fred  Settle  of  Alberta,  Va.;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  Lewis  Thomas  and 
young  son,  Bryon  of  Chatham,  Va.;  Mrs.  Russell  Dallas  and  three  children  of  Columbia, 
SC. 


JAMES  HAMILTON  THOMAS 
Last  Confederate  Survivor  in  Rockingham  County 

When  James  Hamilton  Thomas,  spry  92-year-old  Confederate  veteran,  boarded  a 
northbound  Southern  Railway  Train  in  Reidsville  near  the  end  of  June  1938,  he  was 
looking  forward  for  the  next  few  days  to  a  pleasant  trip  and  could  look  backwards  over  a 
long  span  of  many  active  and  eventful  years  of  his  life.  His  immediate  objective  at  that 
time  was  to  attend  the  last  reunion  of  the  blue  and  the  Gray  at  Gettysburg,  Pennsylvania, 
during  the  forthcoming  days. 

In  his  pocket  he  carried  a  beautiful  engraved  invitation  from  the  War  Department  which 
read:  "The  Government  of  the  United  States  extends  a  cordial  invitation  to  JAMES  H. 
THOMAS,  a  veteran  of  the  war  of  1861-1865  to  attend  the  commemoration  of  the 
seventy-fifth  anniversary  of  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  June  twenty-ninth  to  July  sixth. 
Nineteen  hundred  thirty-eight,  at  Gettysburg,  Pennsylvania." 

Instructions  to  the  veteran  explained  that  he  would  be  permitted  to  bring  with  him  to  the 
celebration  one  attendant.  Both  the  veteran  and  attendant  would  be  shown  every  courtesy 
and  consideration  while  at  Gettysburg.  There  would  be  two  camps  on  the  one-time 
battlefield,  one  for  the  union  and  another  for  the  Confederate  veterans.  His  attendant  on 
the  trip  was  James  Kenneth  Thomas,  a  16-year-old  great-grandson.  The  veteran, 
representing  a  very  thin  line  of  surviving  veterans  in  Rockingham  County,  had  a  wonderful 
time  on  the  trip.  Among  other  things,  it  gave  him  an  opportunity  he  had  wanted  since  he 
came  home  fi"om  the  Civil  War  in  1865.  Just  before  leaving  for  Gettysburg,  he  had  said; 
"If  this  was  just  another  Confederate  Reunion,  I  would  not  consider  going,  but  since  the 
boys  fi^om  the  North  will  be  there,  I  want  to  go  to  tell  them  that  I  have  no  hard  feeling 
against  them." 

The  Gettysburg  trip  was  a  satisfying  experience  for  those  followers  of  General  Robert  E. 
Lee  and  the  southern  cause.  After  returning  home  to  Rockingham  County,  he  talked  a 
great  deal  about  the  trip.  This  occasion  also  gave  him  the  opportunity  to  reminisce  whit 
his  relatives  and  friends  regarding  the  family  history,  some  of  his  experiences  just  before 
and  during  the  war,  and  life  during  the  hard  days  of  the  Reconstruction  period. 

While  the  trip  to  Gettysburg  was  on  of  the  most  noteworthy  events  in  his  life,  after  his 
return  fi-om  surrender  at  Appomattox  Court  House  in  1865,  he  had  attended  other 
reunions  in  the  past.  He  had  attended  at  least  one  Confederate  Reunion  in  a  nearby 
southern  state,  had  been  to  some  of  the  North  Carolina  Reunions,  and  when  he  was  about 
90  years  of  age  he  was  the  guest  of  honor  at  a  Winston-Salem  annual  convention  of  the 
American  Legion,  Department  of  North  Carohna.  One  Sunday  at  about  the  period  he 
went  to  Lexington,  Virginia,  where  he  visited  Lee's  Chapel  and  stood  reverently  before 
the  tomb  of  his  beloved  commander,  Greneral  Robert  E.  Lee.  While  at  Lexington  he  also 
paid  visit  to  the  grave  of  another  Southern  Leader,  General  Stonewall  Jackson. 

He  was  a  fi-equent  guest  of  the  chapters  of  the  united  Daughters  of  the  Confederacy  in 
Rockingham  County.  He  enjoyed  these  visits  and  always  spoke  of  great  affection  of  the 
members  of  this  organization. 

James  Hamilton  Thomas  was  bom  July  23,  18146,  at  the  old  Thomas  homestead  on 
Whetstone  Creek,  on  the  north  side  of  Dan  River  near  Eagle  Falls,  just  below  the  Settle's 
Bridge  site.  He  was  the  youngest  child  of  James  ( 1 798- 1 890)  and  Polly  Price  Thomas 


(1807-1857),  and  was  a  grandson  of  Michael  and  Barbara  Thomas,  who  were  in  this  area 
before  Rockingham  was  formed  from  Guilford  County  in  1785. 

Allen  and  Samuel  were  the  two  older  brothers  of  James  Hamihon.  Barbara  and  Eliza 
were  his  two  sisters.  Allen  served  in  Company  K,  45th  North  Carolina  Infantry 
Regiment,  from  September  1,  1862  to  march  3,  1865.  Samuel  was  a  member  of  Company 
G,  45th  North  Carolina  Infantry  Regiment,  from  Apr  9,  1862,  until  his  death  at  Howard's 
Grove  General  Hospital,  Richmond,  Virginia  on  December  26,  1862.  He  died  of  variola, 
smallpox. 

James  Hamihon  Thomas  was  a  private  in  Company  D,  27th  North  Carolina  Infantry 
Regiment,  Cooke's  Brigade.  According  to  his  statement,  he  volunteered  in  May  1864, 
and  was  "mustered  in"  July  31,  1864,  just  after  his  eighteenth  birthday. 

After  his  induction,  he  was  sent  to  Camp  Holmes,  Raleigh,  where  he  stayed  for  about  ten 
days.  He  remembered  being  on  guard  duty  there  and  observed  countless  cooties  crawling 
in  the  sand.  He  was  next  send  to  a  place  near  Weldon.  From  there  he  went  back  to 
Raleigh,  thence  to  Goldsboro,  then  to  Wilmington,  and  again  back  to  Raleigh.  Later  he 
was  sent  to  Richmond,  Virginia.  In  August  he  was  assigned  to  the  battle  line  at 
Petersburg.  He  stated  that  his  company  was  under  almost  constant  enemy  sharpshooter 
fire.  He  and  his  comrades  had  to  move  about  under  cover  by  crawling  or  stooping  in 
ditches  or  ravines. 

On  the  first  Sunday  after  his  outfit  reached  the  Petersburg  area,  he  was  in  the 
engagement  with  enemy  at  Ream's  station  on  the  Petersburg  and  Weldon  Railroad,  a  few 
miles  south  of  Petersburg.  He  often  told  that  he  was  about  ten  steps  from  the  Yankee 
trenches;  his  comrade  to  his  left  was  shot  and  killed.  An  enemy  bullet  went  through  his 
left  shoulder  and  he  was  out  of  action  for  over  a  month.  The  company  muster  rolls  for 
September  and  October,  1864,  read:  "Absent.  Wounded  at  battle  of  Ream's  Station 
August  25,  1864.  Furloughed  home  September  8  for  thirty  days  from  Winder  Hospital. 
The  company  muster  roll  for  October  31,  1864  shows  him  again  present  for  duty. 

The  veteran  often  told  that  the  winter  of  1864-1865  was  spent  m  and  around  Petersburg. 
The  winter  was  cold  and  his  company  lived  in  log  cabins  built  in  the  area  just  South  of 
Petersburg.  He  stated  that  there  was  actually  little  fighting  during  these  months — -just 
sniping  by  sharpshooters  most  of  the  time.  In  January  there  was  an  unexpected  enemy 
attack  and  he  remembered  standing  as  a  sentry  in  some  pine  woods.  There  was  snow  on 
the  ground.  His  company  was  held  in  reserve,  but  the  forward  troops  did  some  fighting. 

He  also  recalled  that  on  March,  1865,  his  unite  was  ordered  back  to  the  main  lines  in 
Petersburg,  but  the  order  was  countermanded  before  the  company  got  into  position. 
When  they  got  back  to  their  camp,  the  Yankees  had  captured  their  picket  line.  They  were 
under  the  fire  of  sharpshooters  and  ran  out  of  ammunition.  He  volunteered  to  go  for  more 
ammunition.  As  he  ran  across  an  open  field,  he  was  under  fire  from  both  artillery  and 
small  arms.  One  artillery  shot  struck  just  ahead  of  him  as  he  ran.  However,  his  mission 
was  accompUshed  and  he  was  not  wounded. 

Very  soon  the  Confederate  e  Army  began  withdrawing  westward.  At  one  time  on  the 
retreat  toward  Appomattox  Court  House,  he  was  lying  beside  a  rail  barricade  or  fence. 
Suddenly  enemy  soldiers  sprang  over  the  rails  and  called  him  to  halt.  He  ran  v^th  bullets 
flying  all  around  him  and  with  the  Yankees  at  him  to  stop.  "I  would  have  died  rather  than 


surrender  as  a  prisoner,"  he  declared  in  talking  about  the  incident  after  the  war.  "In  fact," 
he  stated,  "I  made  up  my  mind  all  along  that  I  would  die  before  I  would  surrender  " 
He  told  many  times  of  how  short  food  was  during  the  winter.  "We  were  hungry  all  the 
time,"  he  said.  "Often  we  would  pick  up  grains  of  com  from  the  ground  where  the  horses 
had  been  eating,  parch  the  com  and  eat  it  ourselves." 

"General  Robert  E.  Lee  was  the  grandest  man  of  his  time,"  he  said  in  talking  after  the 
war  about  the  great  Confederate  Commander.  "His  heart  was  ftiU  of  love  and  sympathy 
for  his  men.  The  last  time  I  saw  General  Lee  was  on  the  retreat.  He  passed  down  our 
lines  on  his  horse.  The  soldiers  cheered  and  he  tipped  his  hat  to  them.  We  could  see  tears 
in  his  eyes.  He  was  loved  all  his  me." 

The  veteran  told  many  times  if  hardships  suffered  by  the  Confederate  Army  as  they 
retreated  toward  Appomattox  Court  House.  "The  hardest  thing  we  had  to  do,"  he 
remembered,  "was  to  surrender — to  hand  over  our  rifles  to  the  Union  Army,  but  we  were 
glad  the  war  was  over." 

After  the  surrender  at  Appomattox  court  House  on  April  9,  1865,  veteran  James 
Hamilton  Thomas  and  another  soldier  from  Tennessee  walked  all  the  way  from 
Appomattox  to  the  Thomas  home  near  Leaksville.  He  told  of  stopping  at  a  farm  house 
along  the  way  where  they  were  given  meals  and  offered  lodging  for  the  night.  They 
refiised  lodging,  however,  for  he  said  they  were  too  dirty  to  sleep  in  nice  houses.  They 
asked  permission  to  sleep  in  bams. 

He  remembered  that  when  he  reached  Spray,  they  were  received  and  treated  with  great 
kindness  by  two  Aunts  of  the  late  DR.  John  B.  Wray,  Misses  Tabitha(Teddie)  and  Mary 
Ray.  These  two  ladies  had  visited  at  the  Thomas  home  before  James  Hamilton  Thomas 
entered  military  service. 

When  young  Thomas  reached  the  Thomas  farm  on  Whetstone  Creek  it  was  com 
planting  time.  His  father  had  smallpox  when  the  veteran  arrived  home.  Allen,  his  brother, 
was  already  at  home  and  he,  too,  had  smallpox.  The  boys  got  bust  with  plowing  in 
preparation  for  making  a  crop.  The  family  had  a  fair  supply  of  food  and  the  necessary 
things.  During  the  war  the  folks  at  home  had  kept  supplies  and  livestock  hidden  deep  in 
the  woods  to  keep  them  from  being  taken  by  the  Yankee  raiders. 

On  March  9,  1869,  James  Hamilton  Thomas  and  Mary  Alcom  were  married.  To  this 
union,  prior  to  her  death  on  September  11,  1873,  were  bom  two  children,  John  James  and 
Polly  (Mary  Jane).  He  married  Sallie  Alcom  on  October  18,  1874.  To  this  second 
marriage  were  bom  four  children,  Samuel  P.,  Laura,  Ed  Lewis  and  Mattie  Sue. 

James  Hamilton  Thomas  joined  the  Methodist  Church  at  Wesley's  Chapel  on  the 
Madison  Circuit  in  1878.  He  was  made  a  steward  and  became  a  Sunday  school  teacher 
and  church  leader. 

In  1888  he  moved  with  his  family  across  Dan  River  to  the  Bethlehem  Community  where 
he  affiliated  himself  with  the  Bethlehem  Methodist  Church  and  was  made  a  steward  and 
remained  one  as  long  as  he  lived.  He  organized  a  Sunday  school  at  Saunder's  School, 
near  Leaksville,  and  was  its  superintendent  for  many  years.  He  also  served  as  school 
committeeman  and  actively  promoted  schools  in  the  community. 

James  Hamilton  Thomas,  the  last  surviving  Confederate  Veteran  in  Rockingham  County 
quietly  passed  away  after  a  short  illness  on  December  14,  1940,  having  reached  the  age  of 
94  years,  4  months  and  21  days.  His  grave  is  in  the  Thomas  cemetery  at  the  old  Thomas 


place  on  Whetstone  Creek.  The  inscription  on  his  tombstone  reads;  "Safe  in  the  arms  of 
Jesus." 

Most  of  the  material  in  this  paper  is  based  on  statements  made  during  his  lifetime  by  James 
H.  Thomas  to  the  writer,  notes  having  been  kept  on  the  interviews. 

J.O.  Thomas  3/15/63 

War  records  of  James  H,  Allen,  and  Samuel  Thomas  are  based  on  copies  oflBcial  records 
from  the  national  Archives  and  Records  Service,  GSA,  Washington,  D.C. 

this  was  originally  coped  by  J.  T.  Dallas  4/15/74  and  copied  the  second  time  1 1/23/99 

This  article  appeared  in  a  Rockingham  County,  North  Carolina  publication:  Our  Proud 
Heritage"  published  in  August  1971. 

"Grave  of  James  Hamilton  Thomas  -  Grave  of  James  Hamilton  Thomas,  last  surviving 
Confederate  Veteran  of  Rockingham  County.  On  December  14,  1940,  James  Hamilton 
Thomas,  Company  D,  17th  North  Carolina  Infantry  Regiment,  was  buried  in  the  Thomas 
family  cemetery,  located  on  the  Stoneville  Road  near  the  Allen  Thomas  farm.  He  was  in 
his  ninety  fourth  year.  On  July  14,  1863,  just  one  week  after  his  eighteenth  birthday,  he 
had  enlisted.  He  was  paroled  at  Appomattox  on  April  9,  1865." 


ROCKINGHAM  COUNTY  BOASTS  BUT  THREE  SURVIVORS  OF 
CONFLICT  BETWEEN  STATES 
Veterans  Thomas,  Lumpkins  and  Smith  Continue  in  Good  Health 
Despite  Advanced  Years- Vividly  Recall  War 
Service  for  Confederacy 

The  Ranks  of  The  Grey  Grow  Dim. 
Out  of  the  hundreds  from  Rockingham  County  who  saw  service  in  that  memorable 
conflict  as  soldiers  of  the  Confederacy,  only  three  remain.  As  each  year  the  arrival  date 
recalls  to  mind  the  thinning  ranks,  as  each  year  the  passage  of  the  date,  finds  fewer 
survivors  of  the  War  Between  the  States.  Time  has  practicable  depleted  the  ranks  until 
only  hallowed  memories  remain  of  these  brave  and  valiant  sons  who  shed  their  blood  and 
faced  death  under  the  Confederate  Flag. 

To  the  county's  three  surviving  veterans,  all  honor  and  tribute  is  due.  The  three 
veterans  are  James  Hamilton  Thomas  who  lived  near  Leaksville,  J.W.  Lumpkins,  R.F.D. 
1,  Pelham  and  Peter  T.  Smith,  R.F.D.  1,  Reidsville.  All  despite  advancing  years  are 
enjoying  good  health  and  still  fresh  in  their  memory  is  their  experience  as  participants  in 
that  bloody  strife. 

Mr.  Thomas  enlisted  in  1864  and  saw  service  as  a  member  of  Company  D,  17'*'  North 
Carolina  Regiment,  known  as  Cook's  Brigade,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Herring, 
he  was  wounded  in  the  left  shoulder  in  a  skirmish  at  Reams  station,  near  Petersburg,  Va., 
soon  after  enlistment.  Recovering  he  was  returned  to  service  after  30  days  and  continued 
until  the  close  of  the  war. 

Mr.  Thomas  is  a  wellknown  and  popular  citizen  of  this  community.  In  July  he  will 
mark  his  92"**  birthday.  He  is  in  good  heaUh  and  frequently  walks  to  Leaksville  to  visit 
relatives  and  friends. 

Mr.  Lumpkins,  who  lives  on  the  Rufifm  Road.  Near  Pelham,  just  inside  the  Rockingham 
County  line,  was  a  member  of  Company  A.  He  saw  active  duty  for  two  and  one  half 
years.  He  went  through  the  war  unscathed  and  remains  in  good  health  at  the  present  time. 
His  exact  age  is  not  known,  but  it  is  believed  that  he  has  passed  his  90**^  milestone. 

Like  Mr.  Lumpkins,  The  News  is  unable  to  obtain  very  complete  information 
concerning  Peter  T.  Smith  of  Reidsville(There  was  pictures  of  the  three  veterans  in  this 
newspaper) 

The  Leaksville  News,  Thursday,  May  19,  1938 

On  November  4,  1939,  there  were  only  two  Confederate  veterans  alive.  One  was  James 
Hamilton  Thomas  of  the  Bethlehem  Community. 


The  Leaksville  News 
1937 

Local  Confederate  Veteran  of  91  Keeps  Active  and  Alert — 
Vividly  Recalls  War  Experience 

Takes  Long  Walks  and  Reads  Considerably.  Lives  With  His  Daughter  Near  Leaksville 

The  ranks  of  the  Gray  are  fast  fading.  Yet  as  one  of  the  very  proud  surviving  Confederate 
veterans  of  that  memorial  struggle  in  this  section.  James  Hamilton  Thomas,  91,  who  lives 
with  a  daughter  near  Leaksville,  says,  "I  never  felt  better  in  my  life,"  as  if  to  prove  that 
old  adage,  you're  are  as  young  as  you  feel.  Mr.  Thomas  celebrated  his  91^  birthday  last 
Friday  and  despite  his  years,  is  as  active  as  a  person  of  middle  age.  In  fact  he  is  right 
spry,  thinking  little  of  walking  from  4  to  5  miles  to  visit  relatives  or  friends. 

BORN  IN  COUNTY 
Mr.  Thomas  was  bom  July  23,  1846,  near  Settles  Bridge  in  Rockingham  County.  His 
father,  James  Thomas,  lived  to  be  82  yeeirs  old  and  his  mother,  Polly  Price  Thomas,  a 
daughter  of  the  late  Drury  Price,  lived  to  be  almost  50.  His  grandfather,  Mike  Thomas 
came  to  North  Carolina  in  the  early  days  from  Culpepper,  Virginia.  Mr.  Thomas  was  the 
youngest  child  in  a  family  of  five  children.  The  children  were,  Allen,  a  civil  war  veteran 
and  died  some  years  ago  and  Sam  who  died  in  Richmond  during  the  war.  His  sisters  were 
Mrs.  Barbara  Roberts  and  Mrs.  Eliza  Wilson,  both  of  whom  have  been  dead  some  years. 

23  GREAT-GRANDCHILDREN 
He  was  first  married  on  March  9,  1869,  to  Miss  Mary  Alcorn,  and  to  this  union  were  bom 
two  children,  John  James  Thomas  and  Mrs.  Polly  Dallas,  both  whom  are  living.  The 
second  marriage  was  to  Miss  Sallie  Alcorn,  a  sister  of  the  first  wife,  and  from  this  union 
there  were  four  children,  Laura  who  died  at  the  age  of  two,  Sam,  who  is  still  living,  and 
Mattie  and  Edd,  who  are  deceased.  Mr.  Thomas  has  23  grandchildren  and  26  great- 
grandchildren. 

ENTERED  AT  AGE  OF  17 
During  his  boyhood  days  in  Rockingham  County  Mr.  Thomas  worked  on  the  farm  and 
attended  public  and  private  schools  as  he  left  as  a  lad  of  seventeen  to  join  the  Southern 
Army.  It  was  May,  1 864,  that  he  enlisted  in  service  and  he  was  sworn  in  at  Camp  Holmes 
in  Raleigh.  From  Raleigh  he  was  transferred  to  Weldon,  later  sent  back  to  Raleigh,  later 
to  Goldsboro,  from  there  to  Wilmington,  back  to  Raleigh,  then  to  Richmond.  All  these 
transfers  took  place  in  a  very  short  time  and  about  the  middle  of  the  summer  he  found 
himself  in  Company  D,  27*  North  Carolina  Regiment  (Cook's  Brigade)  under  the 
command  of  Captain  Herring.  This  unit  was  part  of  Gen.  Robert  E.  Lee's  Army  and 
Private  Thomas's  first  active  front  line  duty  was  in  front  of  Petersburg.  This  was  about 
the  last  of  July  or  the  first  of  August. 

WOUNDED  IN  FIRST  SKIRMISH 
In  relating  his  experience  around  Petersburg,  he  vividly  tells  how  he  and  his  comrades 
had  to  walk  or  crawl  around  in  ditches  to  keep  out  of  the  sight  of  sharpshooters,  who 
were  constantly  on  the  lookout  for  rebels.  On  the  first  Sunday  after  he  arrived  at 
Petersburg  he  experienced  his  first  skirmish  with  the  enemy.  It  was  the  Petersburg- 
Weldon  Railroad  at  Ream's  station,  where  he  got  within  ten  steps  of  the  Yankees 


trenches.  He  states  that  the  man  on  his  left  was  shot  dead  and  he  himself  was  shot  in  the 
left  shoulder.  After  he  was  wounded,  he  stood  behind  a  pine  tree,  with  bullets  singing  all 
around  him,  until  the  engagement  was  over,  after  which  he  went  to  a  hospital. 

While  convalescing  he  was  granted  a  30-day  ftirlough.  He  went  home  during  this  time, 
visited  his  brother  Allen  who  was  in  a  hospital  at  Lynchburg  and  was  back  near 
Lynchburg  in  November.  During  the  cold  winter  which  followed  his  unit  occupied  cabins 
in  the  region  just  south  of  Petersburg.  There  was  little  fighting  he  stated,  during  the 
winter  months.  During  January  there  was  an  unexpected  attack  fi-om  the  enemy  and  he 
tells  of  how  he  and  his  comrades  stood  in  the  snow  out  in  the  pine  thickets  waiting  for  an 
onslaught  which  id  not  materialize.  Later  on  his  company  was  held  in  reserve  while  other 
units  fought  in  the  front  lines.  On  March  13,  1865,  his  unit  was  ordered  into  the  main  line 
at  Petersburg,  but  later  this  order  was  countermanded.  He  states  that  when  his  company 
got  back  to  camp  the  Yankees  had  captured  their  picket  line. 

During  the  engagement  which  followed  the  ammunition  of  the  Southern  sharpshooters 
gave  out  and  Private  Thomas  volunteered  to  go  across  an  open  field  for  a  fresh  supply. 
When  crossing  this  field  he  was  under  heavy  fire  from  the  enemy,  but  was  not  wounded. 

On  one  occasion,  while  the  Southern  Forces  were  on  retreat,  he  says  he  was  lying 
behind  their  barricade  when  he  was  surprised  by  the  enemy.  He  ran  and  the  enemy  called 
on  him  to  halt.  When  he  failed  to  obey  the  command  they  opened  fire  on  him,  but  his 
failed  to  stop  him  and  he  arrived  safely  within  his  own  lines.  "I  would  have  died  before  I 
would  have  surrendered  as  a  prisoner,"  he  says. 

"During  the  winter  food  ran  short  and  we  were  hungry  all  the  time,"  he  remembered,  "I 
was  on  picket  duty  every  other  night  and  was  hungry  all  the  time.  The  food  situation  got 
steadily  worst  all  the  time  until  the  surrender." 

GREAT  ADMIRER  OF  LEE 
"General  Lee  was  the  grandest  man  I  have  ever  known'"  he  said.  "He  had  a  heart  fiill  of 
love  and  sympathy  for  his  men  and  they  all  loved  and  admired  him.  The  last  time  I  saw 
him  was  in  April  during  the  retreat.  He  passed  down  the  line  riding  his  beautifiil  horse. 
His  soldiers  cheered  and  he  tipped  his  hat  to  them.  I  could  see  ears  in  his  eyes  as  he 
smiled  at  his  men.  Captain  Herring,  my  commanding  officer,  was  also  a  mighty  good 
man." 

"We  retreated  to  Appomattox  Courthouse  and  by  the  time  we  got  there,  were  all  tired 
out.  The  hardest  thing  I  had  to  do  was  surrender  my  rifle  to  the  Yankees.  I  was  glad, 
however,  that  the  war  was  over." 

He  says  he  walked  all  the  way  back  from  Appomattox  Courthouse  to  Rockingham 
County.  He  and  a  comrade  from  Tennessee  made  part  of  the  trip  together.  They  had 
nothing  to  eat.  He  tells  of  how  they  stopped  at  a  farm  house  and  were  given  supper  and 
breakfast.  They  were  asked  to  sleep  in  the  house  but  were  too  dirty  he  says  and  sleep  on 
the  outside. 

Mr.  Thomas  tells  of  his  arrival  in  Spray,  tired  and  hungry  and  how  the  aunts  of  Dr. 
John  B.  Ray  invited  him  into  their  home  and  gave  him  kindly  treatment.  They  had  often 
visited  his  father's  home  before  the  war,  he  stated. 

"I  got  home  just  at  com  planting  time,"  he  said,  "I  took  a  horse  and  went  plowing. 
Allen  was  already  home  and  just  had  a  case  of  smallpox.  My  father  was  down  with  it 
then.  Times  were  hard.  My  father  had  a  fairly  good  supply  of  food  and  feedstuff  due  to 


the  fact  he  had  kept  his  supplies  hidden  from  the  Yankee  raiders.  They  even  had  to  hide 
the  horses  to  keep  them  from  being  taken,"  he  added. 
"We  never  owned  many  slaves,"  he  added.  "Father  owned  several,  but  did  not  believe  in 
slavery.  He  bought  a  Negro  woman  on  one  occasion  just  to  keep  her  from  being  separated 
from  her  husband.  He  always  treated  his  slaves  well-almost  well  as  members  of  the 
family." 

ACTIVE  IN  CHURCH 
Mr.  Thomas  has  always  taken  an  active  interest  in  public  matters  and  in  the  religious  life 
of  his  community.  In  1878  he  joined  the  Methodist  Church  at  Wesley  Chapel,  Madison 
Circuit.  At  that  time  he  was  32  years  old.  He  was  made  a  steward,  class  leader  and 
superintendent  of  the  Sunday  school  soon  after  joining  the  church.  He  has  been  steward 
in  the  Methodist  church  ever  since. 

In  1888,  he  moved  his  family  across  the  river  (Dan  River)  and  located  in  the 
Bethlehem  Community  between  Leaksville  and  Reidsville.  He  moved  his  membership  to 
Bethlehem  and  still  on  the  board  of  stewards  there.  For  a  number  of  years  he  was  Sunday 
School  Superintendent  at  Saunders's  schoolhouse  on  the  Leaksville-Reidsville  road.  He 
has  served  as  school  committeeman  and  has  been  actively  interested  in  the  youth  of  this 
community. 

In  spite  of  age,  Mr.  Thomas  takes  a  very  keen  interest  in  what  is  going  on  in  the  world. 
His  eyesight  is  good  and  he  reads  a  great  deal.  In  addition  to  reading  the  daily  papers, 
keeping  up  with  the  local  news  and  now  and  then  reading  a  book  of  fiction.  He  reads  his 
Bible  and  keeps  up  with  the  news  and  articles  in  his  church  papers.  He  was  recently  taken 
out  to  see  a  golf  course  and  thought  it  was  foolishness.  He  thinks  people  are  getting  too 
worldly  minded  anyway. 

"I  would  like  to  express  my  appreciation  by  the  Reidsville  Chapter  of  the  United 
Daughters  of  Confederacy,"  he  says.  "For  their  many  acts  of  kindness  toward  me.  At 
Christmas  time  they  always  remember  me  with  a  box  of  gifts  and  on  Memorial  Day  I  am 
their  guest  at  dinner  in  Reidsville,  I  will  always  be  gratefiil  to  them  for  their 
thoughtfulness  consideration. 


SEP  1 3  2010 


